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We're back in the book of Matthew

« As we head back ¢ This is the well

into the book of known passage
Matthew, we will about building your
take a look at the life upon the rock
last passage in rather than the

the Sermon onthe sand, in order to
Mount (Matthew remain standing
7:24-29). after the flood.

And, without a doubt, the flood will come.
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Both hear, but the wise man acts on it

« In the illustration * In contrast, the
that Jesus makes, foolish person is the
both hear what one who hears what
Jesus says, but Jesus says, & does

the one who is wise nothing with it.
is the one who acts  « Tg get the point

on what he has across Jesus uses
heard Christ say. a potent illustration.

Two men, two houses & two foundations
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The wise man builds
his house upon the rock

* The pivotal issue » God is called the
is where the house Rock in several
is built. books of the Old

« The house built Testament, & Christ
upon the rock is is called the Rock
built on a solid in several books in
foundation. the New Testament.

And contrasting the wise & the foolish
is a common Old Testament &
New Testament theme.
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The foolish man builds
his house on the sand

» Building houses on  + But Jesus has not
sand, or of sand, is made this point for
actually pretty easy nothing!
to do- & kind of fun! . Houses on sand,

» For a time, it may however impressive
even look rather for a time, will fail, &
impressive! fail catastrophically!

Jesus’ illustration is about entrance

into the kingdom, which has a point
of Jewish decision & God’s testing.
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There are some larger principles
to be drawn from this passage
* Even though Jesus + When we use the

was speaking to the word ‘principles’ it
Israelites in the land either refers to a

of Israel, who were fundamental truth or
all under the Law perspective or the
of Moses, we can way things work —
draw some critical sometimes both of
principles from the these definitions,
words He spoke to asisthe case with

them. this passage.
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Not everything in life & eternity
is gray-scale or inconsequential

* Not everything
in life & eternity
is gray-scale or
inconsequential,
& the things that
are not gray-scale
or inconsequential
issues can take a
long time to become
evident & apparent.

God’s word reveals
to us what is of little
consequence & also
what is not of little
consequence.

The Bible tells us
what is important &
what is not because
God loves us, & all
wisdom is from Him.
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There is only one true & valid
approach to life & that is spiritual

» The world systemis + And what is often
increasingly pushing  presented to us as

to enforce a non- a spiritual approach
spiritual approach to life is increasingly
to life: secular, & devoid of truth as
non-theistic. singular & specific.

But the word of God & the words of

Jesus are a singular, specific & absolute
truth deliberately revealed for us.
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God’s specific, deliberately revealed
absolute truth is intended to be lived out

* God neverintended + He did intend that
that His specific & the words that He
deliberately reveal- specifically & most
ed truth just sit on deliberately reveal-
our shelves, stay in ed be lived out in
our church buildings this life, so that

or sit on our hard we would share
drives, CDs & in His life in all of
memory sticks. the ages to come.

| You are intended to fellowship with Him. |
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Testing & judgment are inevitable

» Jesus spends zero  * And Jesus does not

time on debating & spend any time on
discussing whether discussion of how
or not the flood will to put the flood on
come — it will. your schedule.

As a broad & true generalization for all of

humanity, times of testing & assessment
& judgment will be coming for everyone.




[image: image10.png]For us in the church, the body of Christ,
a solid foundation has already been laid

1 Corinthians 3:11, “For no man can lay a
foundation other than the one which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.”

Ephesians 2:20, “...having been built on
the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone...”

2 Timothy 2:19, “Nevertheless, the firm
foundation of God stands...”

See also Colossians 1:23; 2:7 & 1 Peter 2:4.
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For us in the church, the body of
Christ, the issue is how we build
¢ The foundation for ¢ From there, we are

us has already been  a work in progress,
founded upon Christ  with specific people

as the cornerstone, having a part in the
& the apostles & building up of the
prophets. body of Christ.

1 Corinthians 3:10-15, Ephesians 2:21-22:

God will accomplish His building of the body
of Christ, but for what can each be rewarded?
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According to the grace of God which was given to
me, like a wise master builder | laid a foundation,
and another is building on it. But each man must be
careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay

a foundation other than the one which is laid, which
is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, straw, 13 each man's work will become evident;
for the day will show it because it is to be revealed
with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each
man's work. 14 If any man's work which he has built
on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15 If any
man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but

he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
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Five Crowns*:

* Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

* Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

» Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4.8

» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

¢ Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
» Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
« Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition
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When Jesus had finished these words,

the crowds were amazed at His teaching; 29
for He was teaching them as one having
authority, and not as their scribes.

Matthew 11:1
When Jesus had finished giving instructions. ..
Matthew 13:53

When Jesus had finished these parables...

Matthew 19:1

When Jesus had finished these words. ..
Matthew 26:1

When Jesus had finished all these words...
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Jesus taught with decisiveness & as
an authority — not just quoting others

e It was common for ¢ Unlike Jesus, who
the Jewish rabbis & would speak with

scribes to present authority & finality,
their listeners with: setting out His

« Dichotomies & words as the only
quandaries, left in wise foundation,
ongoing tension & the scribes would
still unresolved. often quote others.

Jesus spoke as the voice of God, which
makes sense, since He is eternal deity.
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