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About Jesus’ miracles

» Matthew chapters 8 + thelong-promised
& 9 are both about King of Israel, the

Jesus’ miracles. Messiah, who will
« Why? Because reign over Israel,
these miracles as the prophesied
validate Jesus’ descendent of King
message of the David, & of Judah,
gospe| of the the Lion, the One
kingdom & His whose kingdom

claim to be King... will never end.



[image: image2.png]Matthew 9:2-8

An unspoken accusation

» Jesus begins to * We'll soon see that
perform amiracle, the point of tension
but the scribes between Jesus &
think Jesus is the scribes comes
blaspheming by from the Law of
‘forgiving sins’. Moses.

While Jesus did not incur any opposition
from the scribes & Pharisees in chapter

8, we'll find that this is the first of three
instances of opposition in this passage.
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Two issues not from miracles

* In this passage two  2) Verses 14-17:
issues arise, but not Disciples of John
from any miracles. the Baptist then ask

1) Verses 9-13: Jesus ~ Jesus why it is that
calls Matthew, the they &the Pharisees

tax collector, & the fast, but they don't
Pharisees question ~ See Jesus’ disciples
His disciples about ~ fasting according to
eating with the tax the traditions of the

collectors & sinners. Jews.
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“Your sins are now forgiven”

» Though others had + The curses that
brought the man came with breaking
who was paralyzed the Law of Moses in
to Jesus, He speaks  Deuteronomy 28 do

directly to the man, imply that the man
encouraging him & is sick because of
saying that his sins his sin, along with
are now forgiven. other passages:

Exodus 15:26, Psalm 103:3 & Isaiah 33:24
connect sin with physical iliness, for Jews.
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“Why are you thinking evil?”

¢ The scribes, who e But Jesus knows
are almost entirely what they are think-
of the Pharisees, ing, either because
are thinking that He can read their
Jesus’ statement expressions or He
that this man’s sins has divine insight.
are now forgiven « Jesus does not say
is just blasphemy, that they’re thinking
since only God that He'is evil, but

can forgive sins. their thinking is evil.
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“Which is easier?”

» By asking the » Because ofthe sin &
question this way, sickness connection
Jesus was saying in the Law of Moses,
that forgiving the for God to forgive
sins of the man, one’s sins is to lift
for the Israelites, the consequences
is the same as of the curse for the
healing. Why? sins, & so to heal.

Healing under the Law of Moses meant
to forgive the sins behind the sickness.
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“‘But so that all y’all may know...”

» Jesus referred to * ‘The Sonof Man’is
Himself as ‘the Son a term from Daniel
of Man’ about 75 7:13-14, & means
times in the four that He is Messiah,
Gospels, verse who will come in
6 included. power & glory.

Being the Messiah, the Son of Man,
the Son of God, & showing His power
to heal & forgive sins fits with the Isaiah
passages shown & listed earlier.
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"l kept looking in the night visions, and behold,
with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of
Man was coming, and He came up to the
Ancient of Days and was presented before
Him. 14 And to Him was given dominion,
glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples,
nations and men of every language might
serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion which will not pass away; and His
kingdom is one which will not be destroyed."
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“Go, pick up your bed, & go home.”

« Jesus could have < But to make

just told the man His point clear,
that His sins were Jesus does both.
forgiven. + He validates His

* He could have just place as the Holy
told the man that he Messiah, forgiving
was now healed & sins & healing, also
could pick up his saying that He is
bed & go home the son of Man of

— without help. Daniel's prophecy.
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But does the crowd ‘get it'?

« The manis healed, < While the crowd

so he gets up, picks
up his bed & walks
home, just as Jesus
had told him to do.

Everything that
Jesus does & says
declares who He
was & now is: the
Holy Messiah.

is amazed & they
even glorify God,
they do not come

to recognize Jesus
as the Holy Messiah
of God, the long-
promised King of
Israel now come.

» They don’t ‘get it’.
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Matthew’s calling to be a disciple

¢ Matthew was a ¢ Matthew seems
tax collector for the to have had a toll
Roman government. booth tax collecting

« Tax collectors for role, with the taxes
the Romans were enforced by the
deeply despised nearby Roman
among the Jews, garrison, but...

& the loathing » Jesus calls Matthew

was growing. to be His disciple.
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What it meant to be Jesus’ disciple

» To be a disciple in » But even with many

the context of 1st advance notices, the
century Israel was disciples would not
to follow your rabbi begin to know for a
with devotion to the few years that their
rabbi’s every word, rabbi would die for
listening carefully & their sins, be buried
memorizing all the & be raised, nor that

sayings of the rabbi. they’'d be apostles...

...apostles who would die for the message.
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Tax collectors & sinners

» Based on their * While there was
understanding of great disagreement
the Law of Moses, among them about
human logic & some the details, it was
assumptions, the universally believed
rabbis developed that eating with the

complex & at times tax collectors & the
conflicted traditions other sinners was
about eating &who just ‘out of bounds’,
not to eat with. except for Jesus.
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“Go and learn”

* Whenthe Pharisees + Jesus, hearing this
see that Jesus is turns them to Hosea
eating with the tax 6:6, which says that
collectors & sinners, God desires hearts
they ask Jesus’ after Him more than
disciples ‘Why?’. just external rituals.

Jesus would minister to those who
recognized their need for the Savior
rather than those who would not see
their need & would reject the Savior.




[image: image15.png]Matthew 9:14-17

The disciples of John the Baptist ask

» Some disciples of » Now Jesus will later
John the Baptist refer to fasting, but
ask Jesus why it the Law of Moses
is that His disciples did not call for fasting
don't fast like they though the Jews had
& the Pharisees do. their ‘traditions’.

Jesus tells them that His attendants
would not mourn (fast) while He is with
them. John himself said Christ was the
bridegroom & he the friend (John 3:29).
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Old & new wineskins

» Jesus says that * In saying this, Jesus
the old (worn out) is telling them that
wineskins are not what He is bringing
filled with the new & offering will not
wine, because the remain in the old,
old wineskins will worn out traditions
simply burst. of Judaism.

The disciples of John the Baptist would
need to leave the ways of John & follow
Jesus. John was just preparing the way.




[image: image17.png]Matthew 9:1-17

Do we recognize our need?

¢ The Pharisees did
not recognize their
need for the Savior.

» They believed their
competence in the
Law of Moses & the
traditions was totally
adequate to meet
theirneeds, sothey
rejected Christ.

But we could ask,
do we recognize
our need for Christ?

We did recognize
some of our need
for Christ when we
came to believe in
His death, burial &
resurrection, & we
were each saved.
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Do we recognize our need?

» John the Baptist’s
disciples were all
recognizing their
need, at least to
the point of being
John’s disciples.

But they didn’t see
their need for the

One towhom John
had been pointing!

» Even as we gather

here this morning,
do we do so just
because it's our
tradition? A nice
option at times?

Or do we see our
needto feed on
God’s word in
order to grow?













Holly Hills Bible Church – 41 Law & Grace series – October 23, 2011 - Forgiving sins - Page 2 of 2

