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Ready... Set... Go!

» At this point, Jesus + He gives them all

had called all 12 of
his disciples & is
preparing to send
them out to the land
& people of Israel to
spread the gospel
of the kingdom & to
validate that gospel
with miracles.

both authorization &
specific instructions
about who & where
to go to, what to do
& to say, how they
were to obtain their
support, & various
precautions, as they
go out two by two.
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John & Jesus’ disciples

» John the Baptist » The disciples are

was the one to now the ones to
announce the announce the
coming of Christ, presence of Christ,
the King of Israel to the King of Israel to
the people of Israel the people of Israel
in the land of Israel. in the land of Israel.

The gospel of the kingdom to Israel is not
the gospel of substitution for all mankind,
nor is this the beginning of the church.
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Matthew 10:24 Mark 3:16-19 Luke 6:14-16 Acts 1:13, 26
1 | Simon, aka Peter | Simon, aka Peter | Simon, aka Peter Peter
2 Andrew James Andrew John
3 James John James James
4 John Andrew John Andrew
5 Philip Philip Philip Philip
6 Bartholomew Bartholomew Bartholomew | Thomas, the twin
7 | Thomas, the twin Matthew Matthew Bartholomew
8 Matthew Thomas, the twin | Thomas, the twin Matthew
9 James, James, James, James,

son of Alphaeus | son of Alphaeus | son of Alphaeus | son of Alphaeus
10 Thaddaeus Thaddaeus Judas, Judas,

son of James son of James

11 Simon Simon Simon Simon

the Cananaean | the Cananaean the Zealot the Zealot
12 | Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot Matthias




[image: image4.png]Matthew 10:2-4

Notes on the twelve disciples / apostles

* Peter & Andrew * Thaddaeus is
were brothers, as another man with
were James & John, two names (Judas,
the first one listed son of Alphaeus),
likely being the & not the same as
older of the two. Judas the betrayer.

John calls Bartholomew ‘Nathanael’.

Simon the Cananaean is the same man
as Simon the Zealot, since ‘Cananaean’
is simply the Aramaic word for ‘Zealot’.
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Other notes on the twelve

* Peteris also called + Thomas was the
Cephas (Aramaic for  one who doubted.
rock/stone:Kephas), . Judas, the one who
author of two books. betrayed Jesus in

« James was the first the garden, was
disciple/apostletodie replaced, by both
& his brother John, qualifications & lot,
the author of five by Matthias (see
books, was the last. Acts chapter 1).
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One wonders who Jesus paired up
(Mark 6:7 & Luke 10:1: ‘in pairs’)
* Imagine... whatif + One could always

Matthew, the former wonder about who
tax collector for the was paired up with

despised Romans, Judas, the one who
was paired up with stole funds from the
Simon the Zealot, disciples’ treasury,

the Zealots beingthe & who would betray
Jews who hated the Jesus in the Garden
Romans the most? of Gethsemane.
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Not there, but here

« Jesus told His e Psalm 119:176,
disciples not to go ‘I have gone astray
to a road that leads like a lost sheep”.
to the Gentiles orto . Jeremiah 50:6,
the Samaritans, but "My people have
to “go only to the become lost sheep;
lost sheep of the their shepherds have
house of Israel.” led them astray.”

"l was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” Matthew 15:24
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The ‘sheep with no shepherd’
theme in the Old Testament

Numbers 28:15-17,
1 Kings 22:17; 2 Chronicles 18:16

Zechariah 10:2

Therefore the people wander like sheep,
They are afflicted,
because there is no shepherd.

See also Mark 6:43
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Tell ’em the gospel of the kingdom

» Jesus said for them
all to proclaim that,
“The kingdom of

heaven is at hand”.

¢ These are the same
words that John the
Baptist & Jesus had
said (Matthew 3:2 &
4:17), but first they
said, “Repent...”

» The ‘kingdom of

heaven’ is just a
euphemism for ‘the
kingdom of God’, &
‘at hand’ is a figure
of speech that means
that it is near—not in
time, but in location,
since Christ the King
was there in Israel.
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Miracles of validation

* Verses 1 & 8 speak + While we have seen
about the disciples that Jesus does all
healing, performing of these things in
miracles, as well as chapters 8 & 9, this

cleansing lepers & is the first time that
casting out demons He authorizes the
& raising the dead. disciples to do them.

These miraculous events validated the
message of the gospel of the kingdom.
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Jesus to the disciples:
The people of Israel should support you

» Jesus the King told  » Matthew 10:15,
His messengersthat  “Truly | say to you,

they should go out it will be more
expecting support tolerable for the

in the towns & cities land of Sodom and
where they go to Gomorrah in the
proclaim the gospel day of judgment
of the kingdom. than for that city.”

Israel’s reception or rejection of the Messiah’s
messengers is a point of future judgment.




[image: image12.png]Jesus says that a more severe condemnation
is coming to unbelievers, for sins & for unbelief

Matthew 10:15; 11:20-24; 16:27; 18:5-6; 23:14;
Mark 9:42-43; 12:38-40; Luke 10:12-15; 20:45-47

For example: Matthew 11:23-24

"And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to
heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades;
for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which
occurred in you, it would have remained to this
day. 24 Nevertheless | say to you that it will be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the

day of judgment, than for you."
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Sheep in the midst of wolves,
shrewd as serpents, innocent as doves

» ‘Sheep inthe midst + The disciples must
of wolves’ is Christ’s be careful, keen of

comparison to the insight, & perceptive
disciples’ spiritual - ‘as serpents’.
environment. « So the disciples are
» The animal analogy not to be naive, nor
here is intended to cunning & biting, but
convey two critical are also to have an
characteristic traits: innocent character.

So the innocent & gentle character is ‘as doves'.
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Church shepherding
& parenting principles

* Both the church * We do not want
body (& parents) believers (or our
have times of children) to go out
sending believers into the world with
(or grown children) either naive nor
out into the world. cunning character.

We do want believers to go out from this
church (& children to be sent out from
their parents) prepared to be prudent &
insightful, but not biting & worldly.




[image: image17.png]Insight into the world

The Matthew 10:16 character grid

Sly, cunning, biting,
opportunistic, &
consuming others
for oneself

The biblical aim:
realistic insight into
the world, with godly
spiritual character

Ignorance of the
world's manner &
of godly spiritual
character

Good intentions,
but naive & without
the necessary
discernment

Godly spiritual character
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Jesus gives instructions
that look far into the future

» Jesus gives them * How do we know?
instructions in these .« \We know because

verses that extend Jesus app"es His
into the time of the words up to the time
coming seven-year  of His 2" coming
Tribulation period. (Matthew 10:22-23).

Jesus will speak to His disciples

similarly in Matthew 24 (compare
Matthew 10:22 to Matthew 24:13)
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[image: image21.png]The chiasm in Matthew chapters 8 & 9

Jesus' power to heal (8:1-17;
3 incidents & a summary [8:16-17])

Jesus' authority over His disciples’
persons (8:18-22; 2 lessons)

3 incidents with victory over Satan)

Jesus' authority over His disciples’
work (9:9-17; 2 lessons)

Jesus' power to restore (9:18-38;
3 incidents & a summary [9:35-38])
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