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He gave them proverbial insights

* In reading through
the Old Testament
book of Proverbs
you have likely
noticed that even
though the book
presents wisdom,
it tends to be in
individual pieces,

ratherthan ‘flowing’.

» Similarly, in this

passage we see
that Jesus’ words
are to give His 12
disciples the right
perspective, piece
by piece, so that
they will properly
proclaim the gospel
of the kingdom.
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Typical of rabbis in Jesus day...

» Jesus said many » We will find that
things that were to be true of what
typical of rabbis Jesus says in this
in Jesus’ day, passage as well.
including the + But we will also
challenges to His see that Jesus says
disciples to follow things that no other
Him in the face of rabbi in Israel would
opposition from ever dare say to his

others, & hardship. own disciples!
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We’ll continue to compare & contrast

« Knowing that we’ll * An important tool in

find some things
that are the same
between ourselves
& the Israelites who
believe, & some that
are different, we
compare what is
similar & contrast
what is different.

our understanding
what Jesus intended
to convey will be to
define words that
are the same for
Israel & the church,
but have different
meanings, such as
the word ‘blessed’.
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Disciples, expect opposition

» The disciples had » The Pharisees had
already seen the begun to accuse
scribes & Pharisees Jesus of doing
opposing Jesus, & things by the power

even some of the of Beelzebub (a
disciples of John Jewish figure of
the Baptist! speech for ‘Satan’).

If Jesus, the rabbi & master, received this
treatment when preaching & validating the
kingdom, the disciples could also expect it.
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What you disciples are declaring will
eventually be brought out publicly

» There will be some  + But since the gospel

who don’t want to of the kingdom will
hear the good eventually be very
news, the gospel public, you disciples
of the kingdom, & might as well bring
would rather you it to the light & tell
kept it to yourself. it out loud!

To the disciples: It’s the absolute truth &
it’s absolutely going to be made public,
so don’t hold back & don’t back down.
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So should we be afraid that
someone will cause us to go to hell?

« Jesus does « He does, however,
not mean that we mean that there are
ought to be afraid those who will be
that someone will influenced so as not
have the kind of to believe & whose
influence so as to bodies & souls will
cause any one of be eternally but not
us who believe to terminally ruined in
go to hell. hell (Gehenna).

| Satanis the ultimate destructive influencer. |
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Falling sparrows & counting hairs

* People in New » But even if human
Testament times beings didn’t care
would pay the much if a sparrow
smallest coin in fell, God knew, as
circulation for two He knows every-

sparrows, because thing that happens.

there was justnot  « God even knows the
much meatonthem.  pnumber of our hairs.

God knows our every detail, & values us.
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Confess, or deny -
is that how we gain, or lose, salvation?

» Confession or » But confession or
denial is not the denial does matter
basis for salvation, when it comes to
or else Peter’s presentfellowship &
salvation would eternal reward (see
have been lost also supplement on
(Matthew 26:75). 2 Timothy 2:11-13).

Judas did confess Christ, to the point that
nobody suspected him to be a traitor, but
he wasn’t saved, & couldn’t be rewarded.
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Peace on earth - but not yet!

* While the angels
told the shepherds
‘peace among men
with whom He is
pleased’, there will
be people who will
not please the Lord
& who will not be
pleased with the
Lord, either.

« Jesus is not

declaring war on
anybody in this
verse, but He is
saying that He is
an issue on which
people will all be
radically divided.

Swords don’t make
for compromise.
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Quch! That's a sword!

» There would be » And you may have
those would not like noticed that even
to hear the gospel now the gospel of
of the kingdom, & substitution can
that would divide divide up families
up families — even not founded on
Jewish families with knowing Christ
the closest of ties! the Savior.

All the more reason to firmly found
your family on knowing Christ the Savior.
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“And he who does not take his cross
and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.”

» So... must you take -+ God identified us
your cross & follow with Christ in His
Christ in order to be death on His cross.
Worthy of HIm? No. . God wants us to

* God had something reckon & consider
different in mind for on the basis of the
us who are in the death that already
church: when we happened when we
believed the gospel died with Christ on
of substitution... His cross, as a start.
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“He who has found his life will lose it, & he
who has lost his life for My sake will find it.”

» Jesus said thatifa + But the Jewish
person already feels  disciple who would
like he has foundlife ~ be spent for Christ’s
by himself, thenthat  sake has already

person will in fact found the true
have lost any hope kingdom life that
of finding true his heart desires,
kingdom life. in Christ the King.

As for us, God has made sure that we
have lost our life - by crucifying us first!
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What & who are you receiving?

» Jesus saysthatthe
one who receives
the disciples as they
carry out ministry
receives Christ, the
one who sentthem,
& the one who
receives Christ
receives the Father
who sent Him.

Even so, our own
receptiveness of
valid ministry from
the Lord is more
than just a human
level transaction.

God has revealed
Himself, & what we
do with His revealing
of Himself matters.
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Receiving, giving & reward

» Godly receiving is * While we in the
rewardable by God. church, the body of

« Jesus spoke of Christ, are identified
rewards for Jews as a different body
who believed & of people, we, too,
then received are offered rewards
God’s prophets & & victor’s crowns for
righteous men, & what the Lord works
showed kindnessto ~ in us & through us,

these humble ones. by His grace.
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Five Crowns*:

* Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

* Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

» Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4.8

» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

¢ Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
» Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
« Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition
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What God has us doing here
is for His eternal purpose

* God has called * God’s eternal
us all to a variety of purpose is to
roles & activities — reveal & declare &
things that change to share His glory
over the course of to the end that He
our lifetimes. is eternally glorified.
* But what God has * Socrowns &rewards
us believers doing are not about us &
is for His eternal our hoard, but are

purpose... about glorifying God.
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