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Passage summary

» This passage has » Jesus announces

three main parts: seven woes against
« Jesus gives some the Pharisees
warnings against (verses 13-36)+.
the Pharisees & » Jesus laments the
their associated spiritual tragedies
group, the scribes of Jerusalem
(verses 1-12). (verses 37-39).

+ We'll take a look at the woe in verse 14.
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Caution:
This may seem a bit strange
» This passage is » Of the various
likely to seem a groups among the
bit strange for Jews, Jesus was
two reasons: more in agreement
« The Pharisees were with the Pharisees
the culture heroes than with any other:
of the people of +» Belief in all the Old
Israel & they were Testament, the Law
‘missionary’ about of Moses, miracles,

their message. resurrection, etc.
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Scribes & Pharisees

« Jesus mentions the <+ So the Sadducees,

scribes & Pharisees
together, & indeed
the gospels have
them together
about 40times.

The scribes copied
Scripture with great
care — all of the Old
Testament books.

who only believedin
the first five books
written by Moses,
would have thought
the scribes were
mostly wasting their
time copying the
other books — but
not the Pharisees.
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Jesus speaks about... & to...

» Jesus speaks about -+ Butin this passage

the scribes & the Jesus says that the
Pharisees, but He scribes & Pharisees
speaks to the crowd  aim for hypocrisy &
& to the disciples. they have hit the
+ In the Sermon on target dead on.

the Mount Jesus * Nobody does
taught about hypocrisy better
seeking after than the scribes

righteousness. & Pharisees!
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“...written for our instruction...”

Is Jesus talking to you?

» Jesus spoke to » Jesus even made
the crowds & to the reference to Moses’
disciples, who were seat (or chair), &

all Jews in the land Moses, as we will
of Israel, under the soon see, judged
Law of Moses. using the Law.

But we in the body of Christ are not under the
Law of Moses, but under Grace (Romans 5:21;
6:14,15), having died in relationship to the Law

of Moses (Romans 7:4-6; Galatians 2:19).
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The chair of Moses

» Jesus began by * Moses sat regularly
saying that the in judgment over
scribes & the the people of Israel,
Pharisees have applying the Law
put themselves to the people (see
in Moses’ seat Exodus 18:13, in
(or chair). its context).

So the scribes & Pharisees placed
themselves in positions of judgment over the
people of Israel, using their version of the Law.
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Do as they tell you, but...

« To the extent that « But Jesus warned

the scribes & the the crowd & His
Pharisees stated disciples not to
the Law of Moses, follow after the
the Jews were to hypocritical

do everything that practices &

the scribes & the teachings of
Pharisees said to the scribes &

do (& not do). the Pharisees.
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Make it harder on others
& easier for themselves

* The scribes & » But they also came
Pharisees added up with exceptions
many more laws to & loopholes around
the Law of Moses the Law of Moses
in order to give which allowed them
definition & make to sidestep the Law
certain that one did of Moses when it
not come close to was convenient for
breaking the Law them to do so for

of Moses. their own benefit.
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Professional narcissists

» Having placed » They did this with
themselves in Jewish symbols of
positions of spirituality, titles of
authority, the various kinds, & by
scribes & the taking the places
Pharisees liked of greatest honor
to draw attention at banquets & at
to themselves & the synagogues.

have others show + Jesus said to serve
them honor. one another humbly.
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Seven woes... or eight?

* In verses 13 » King James Bibles
through 36 Jesus will have verse 14,
pronounces a series & modern versions
of ‘woes’ against include it, but with
the scribes & the brackets & a note.
Pharisees, pointing  « The verse was likely
out a number of copied from Mark
aspects of their 12:40 & Luke 20:47,
blindness & but Matthew did not

hypocrisy. include it originally.
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in Matthew 23:13,15-36

Rejection of the kingdom v. 13
Effects on others being more harm than good v. 15
Misguided use of Scripture affecting conduct v. 16-22
------------- Failure to understand Scripture v, 23-24 =
Misguided use of Scripture affecting character v. 25-26
Effects on others frustrating the desired result v. 27-28
Rejection of the kingdom's heralds v. 29-36

Matthew may have chosen not to include the second woe
as Mark (12:40) & Luke (20:47) did, in order to construct the

chiasm, similar to his selection of people for the genealogy of
Christ to make a pattern of three sets of fourteen generations

each (Matthew 1:17).
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Blind guides & hypocrites!
* Inverses 16 & 24 » As blind guides they

Jesus calls the can’t see anything
scribes & the but they present
Pharisees all themselves as
‘blind guides’. guides for others

» And in verses 13, as if they did see.
15,23,25,27 &29 » As hypocrites, they
Jesus calls them require others to do

all ‘hypocrites’. what they do not do.
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Rejection of the kingdom
& more harm than good

¢ The scribes & the
Pharisees did not
embrace Jesus as
the Messiah (with
rare exceptions),
so they shut off
the kingdom for
themselves & for
those who listened

to & regarded them.

¢ The scribes &
Pharisees were
missionaries for
corruption of the
Law of Moses, so
that their followers
were progressively
more & more mis-
guided about what
really mattered.
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Those blind guides are lying!

¢ The scribes &

Pharisees had
concocted a list

of things that one
could swear by to
which one could be
held, & another list
of things that one
could swear by that
were not binding.

« S0 unless one was

quite familiar with all
the items in these
lists, it was possible
that someone was
lying to you, but
covering up the lie
by swearing by the
non-binding list.

« Jesus: tell the truth!
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They just don’t get it!

» Jesus said that

the scribes & the
Pharisees had given
a tithe even of their
garden herbs, but
ignored the most
important virtues

in God’s word (see
Micah 6:8): justice &

mercy & faithfulness.

« Soas the scribes &
Pharisees read the
word of God in the
Old Testament, they
would look at small
details but lose sight
of the Law of Moses
as an expression of
the character of
God Himself.
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Straining out gnats
& swallowing camels

» The ‘straining out * Neitheragnat

gnats & swallowing (kalma) nor a
camels’ expression camel (gamla)

is so graphic & so were allowed in
extreme that this the diet of a Jew,
line is likely the but the illustration
most well known showed they over-
out of the chapter. looked BIG matters.

Deuteronomy 14:1-21 contains the food laws.
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The outside of the cup is clean, but...

« Jesus used another < The scribes & the
illustration, in which Pharisees were all

He said that the about how things
outside ofthe cup looked to others,

is clean, but the & on externalism,
inside is full of rather than true
robbery & self- spirituality focused
indulgence. on God’s character.

Passages like Hosea 6:6 place the priority on
the heart rather than mere external compliance.
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Whitewashed tombs!

« The outside doesn’t <+ But the inside,

look too bad —it’s Jesus said, is full
been whitewashed of death & rotten
so that it looks flesh & stench.
good, at least « This was another
superficially. graphic illustration!

According to the Law of Moses, touching dead

things would defile a man for a time, but being
dead inside meant permanent defilement!
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Sons of those
who murdered the prophets

« To be a ‘son of « So while the scribes
in biblical terms & Pharisees would
meant to be ‘like dress up the outside
in character & close of the tombs of the
in relationship’. prophets...

Jesus was saying that the scribes &
the Pharisees were like in character & close in
relationship to those who murdered the prophets!
He called them a brood of vipers & asked how
they would escape the sentence of hell!
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Scribes... Pharisees...
the end is near — yours!

* Innocent men, from ¢ Due to their chronic

Abel to Zechariah, rejection of Christ
were killed by the as their Messiah &
likes of the scribes of the messengers
& the Pharisees & sent before & also
the men who would after, this generation
be sent by Christ of Jewish leaders
after this would be would do ghastly
killed by these things, & then

kind of men. be ruined.
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Postponement

» Ratherthan having + Injustafew days,
the kingdom come Israel’s leaders
right away, Israel’s would have Christ
rejection of Christ killed, & Jerusalem
as their Messiah would not see Christ
would postpone again until His 2nd
the kingdom & coming, an event
bring ruin to that could be as
Israel & to soon as seven

Jerusalem. years from now.
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[image: image26.png]A timeline for what actually happened,
since Israel rejected Christ as the Messiah
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» As Jesus
announces the
postponement of
the kingdom, we
see that the time
of postponement
provides the fresh
opportunity for the
church, the body
of Christ — us!

For the next two
Sundays we will be
examining Matthew
24, which tells us
about the coming
Tribulation period
& the 2nd coming
of Christ, that is...

Unless Christ comes
for us before then!
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