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The soldiers had done their duty

« The soldiers had » Joseph, who was
done their duty to from a place called
crucify Jesus & the Arimathea, was of
two thieves, & also the ruling council.
to have them die + He went to Pilate &
before the end of asked for the body
the day, in order of Jesus, & after
not to have any confirming that
still on the cross Jesus was dead,

on the Sabbath. he consented.
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Joseph took the body
» SoJosephtookthe + They took Christ’s

body to be buried, body & wrapped it
& with him was in 100 pounds of
Nicodemus (John cloth, aloes, myrrh
3:1; 7:50; 19:39). & perfume.

* Togetherthesetwo + Then they placed
men & likely some His body in the new
servants prepared tomb owned by

the body for burial. Joseph of Arimathea.
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A large stone rolled into place

» Once Jesus’ body * Mary Magdalene
was prepared & laid & Mary+ the mother
in the tomb, a large of James, Joses &

stone was rolled in Salome (see Mark
place to close up 15:40 & 47) saw
the tomb where where the body of
Jesus’ prepared Jesus had been

body had been laid. laid in the tomb.

+ This may also be the same as Mary of Clopas
& the sister of Jesus’ mother (John 19:25).




[image: image4.png]It's about time!




[image: image5.png]Matthew 27:62-66
Members of the Sanhedrin
approach Pontius Pilate

» On Saturday, likely + Theycharacterized

the morning of the Jesus as a deceiver
Jewish Sabbath, (about being the
the chief priests Messiah) & said
(Sadducees) & the risk was that
some Pharisees someone would

appealed to Pilate steal the body of
to set a guard over Jesus in a grand
the tomb of Jesus. & final deception.
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What would this ‘guard’ be like?

» So Pilate did grant  » A guard such as
them a guard, & the this would have
text implies that the consisted of up to
Roman guard would 16 well-trained

be directed by the soldiers, stationed
Jewish leaders. likely in shifts of

* The seal of Rome apout three hours,
&the Latinterm for ~ With up to a death
‘guard’ imply the penalty for failure

guards were Roman.  to guard the seal.
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Certainty & security

» Certainty & security + It would have also
would have called made sense to
for the owner of the open the tomb &
tomb & the one who confirm that the
placed Jesus’ body, body of Jesus was

Joseph of the town still present in the
or Arimathea, to tomb before placing
come to verify that the seal of Rome on
they had the right the tomb & setting

tomb. the guard in place.
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But what is the ‘take-home’?

» Aside from being an - First, there is an
interesting historical apologetic (defense
account, what is the of the Christian faith)

‘take-home’ in this value in examining
account for us who this passage, verify-
are believers in ing Christ’s death,
Christ? burial & resurrection.

Secondly, each one of us who believes was
identified with Christ in His death — a death
which most certainly & in reality took place.
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The Christian faith is
not founded on falsehoods

« Those who have < But each of these
opposed the basic is cut off as we
beliefs of the examine what is
Christian faith as recorded in the
recorded in the Bible & what we
word of God have know from other
proposed that a historical texts or
mistake or some scientific studies.

deception explains  « The word of God
away the ‘facts’. is shown to be true.
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Muslims today are told that another
man was crucified by mistake

» Though Muslims
are taught that a
different man was
crucified who was
mistaken for Jesus
& that the other
man was then
buried by mistake,
one must ask how
that could happen.

The Roman soldiers
appear to have had
continuous contact
with Jesus.

There was a group
of women who had
frequent & specific
observation of
Jesus, along with
John the apostle.
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Wrong tomb,
stolen body

* The ‘wrong tomb’
theory — that they
laid Jesus’ body

in one tomb but that
the women went to
another - would

be cut off by the
women observing
where the body

had been laid.

» That the body had

been stolen by the
disciples would go
against the record,
the disciples’ long-
standing lack of
belief in Christ’s
resurrection, & by
the Roman guard
at the tomb, plus...

11 apostles died
for their testimony,
so would they all
die for a lie?
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The ‘swoon’ theory

» Some have put forth + Butsome criminals
the idea that Jesus died just from the
didn’t really die, but severe scourging.

thatHe actuallyjust  « The Roman soldiers

‘swooned’ bl_Jt still confirmed, & the
was really alive, centurion testified
& then came to to Jesus’ death.

consciousness,
which was taken
for a resurrection.

* Thelinen wrapping,
soaked with aloe,
would suffocate.
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Our identification with Christ’s burial

« The second of the
five events in which
we’ve been united
with Christ is with
His burial (Romans
6:4 & Colossians
2:12).

* If you are a believer
you were buried with
Christ in the tomb.

Identification is called:

In
With

» Together with

United with
Baptized into
Joined

‘Baptized into’ is
used with ‘burial’.
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Burial: certainty & pivot point

» Our being baptized
into Christ’s burial
serves to assure
us of the totality
of Christ’s death
& the certainty that
Christ actually died,
with all of the spirit-
ual outcomes.

Christ’s burial is the
pivot point about
which Christ went
from death to life.

Since you were
buried with Him it is
also the pivot point
where you entered
dead, & were raised.
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