[image: image1.png]Continuing our Law & Grace series

* Wewill continue our + Understanding what
Law & Grace series the Bible says about
over the months Law & Graceis of
ahead by exploring great importance!
selected texts inthe « Christ voluntarily
New Testament that  |oved us & gave His
address the issues life to separate usin

of Law & Grace. the church from Law.
And we are saved by Grace — not by the Law

(Acts 15:11; Ephesians 2:5, 8; 2 Timothy 1:8, 9).
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Therefore, having been justified by faith

« Romans makes full + Romans 3:28, “For

use of the logical we maintain that a
terms ‘therefore’ man is justified by
& ‘because’. faith apart from

. ‘Having been works of the Law.”
justified by faith’ * To be ‘justified’
was established in in Paul’s writings
Romans chapters means to be
3&4: ‘declared righteous’.

| Itis Godwho declares a person righteous. |
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What faith isn’t & is

¢ Faith is not:

* believing something
you know isn’t true.

* meritorious — faith
counted as ‘spiritual
points’ with God.

» something we
add to what God
is also contributing.

claiming something
on pure presumption
& then expecting
God to fulfill that
presumption.

a blind leap.

Faith is dependence
on God’s revelation,
accomplishments, &
declared resources.
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We have

* Romans 5:1 says » Through Christ
that we have peace we have positional

with God through peace with God &

the work that was we have obtained

done by Jesus anintroduction into

Christ. this grace in which
« The words ‘we we stand.

have’ often state + All that we did was

a positional truth, & believe — have faith
thatisthe case here. - in what God did.
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This grace in which we stand

* In the pagan world, + God’s grace pays a

grace was a favor massive debt entire-
you did for a friend ly at God’s expense
or relative for which through Christ for
you expected no those who are all
favor in return. outright enemies,

« The New Testament allaccomplishedin
expanded the pagan the spirit_ual realm,
definition & made it & that's just the
apply spiritually. very start of grace.
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This grace in which we stand

» Grace is not only
what ‘gets usinthe
door’, spiritually
speaking, but this
grace is also where

we stand even now.

* |t is the spiritual
atmosphere we
breathe — totally
pure grace.

« The word ‘stand’

is in a form in the
Greek text that
means that we have
been made to stand
in the past with
enduring results,

& we stand in that
grace permanently
— always & forever.
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Tribulation > Perseverance >
Proven Character > Hope

* We glory in our
tribulations not
because we are
masochists who
delight in pain,
but because the
spiritual outcome
is of great value:
perseverance &

proven character.

« These also result

in a certain & fixed
hope — a true hope
which is not based
on this world with
its uncertainties &
mere probabilities.

Rather,itis a hope
in the absolutely
certain glory of God.
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The love of God has been poured out

» “...and hope does » This is not an ‘I

not disappoint, hope so’ kind of
because the love hope, butis certain.
of God has been « God'sloveforusis
poured out within real, is personal, &
our hearts through profoundly gracious,
the Holy Spirit who - we didn't & couldn't
was given to us. earn this kind of love.

Romans chapter 8 will expand on the ministry
of the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
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Christ died for the ungodly

» Unlike the pagan * And the timing was

notion of grace, right (Romans 5:6),
where you did a & it was the fullness
favor for a friend of the time, as well
or relative, under (Galatians 4:4).
GRACE God pays  « \We were spiritually
for salvation at His helpless, & only the
own expense for wealth of God’s
enemies who can't grace could satisfy

possibly repay Him. what we needed.
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God demonstrates
His own love toward us
» God’s love forusis « And Christ died for

not just hypothetical, us when there was
nor is it real but kept  nothing we did to

to Himself - secret. cause Him to want

e God expressed & to die for us.

demonstrated His « In fact, we were all
overwhelmingly enemies of Christ &
gracious love for estranged from Him
us in that Christ when out of His love

died for us. & grace He died.
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Justified by His blood, & ...

* That we who * We will also be
believe have been saved from the
justified - declared wrath of God which
righteous - by His will come upon
blood is most those who reject His
amazing. most gracious offer.

» But that is just the » This is a promise to
beginning of the rapture the church
good news that before the seven

God has for us. year Tribulation.
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...to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait
for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from
the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from
the wrath to come.

1 Thessalonians 5:9-10

For God has not destined us for wrath, but

for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we
are awake or asleep, we will live together with
Him.

The wrath of God or the Lamb is in Revelation
6:16,17;11:18;14:10,19;15:1,7;16:1,19;19:15
& these are all within the time ofthe Tribulation.
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Reconciled
* \We were enemies * But because

of God at one time, of God’s wealth
but we were all of of grace & His

us helpless to do immense love
anything to recon- for us, He offered
cile ourselves to reconciliation at
God, even if we His own expense,
wanted to. through Christ.

The promise to be saved from God’s
wrath is because we’ve been reconciled.
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Rejoice, glory & joy

« The New American
Standard Version
uses the word
‘exult’ three times
in this passage
(Romans 5:2, 3, 11).

» The King James
Version uses
rejoice, glory & joy
in these places.

» The good news

for the believer is so
good again & again
that there is plenty
of reason for us to
rejoice greatly &
deeply again &
again.

The good news from
God is that good.
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Gracious Position

» This passage *» Christ died
speaks several for our sins
times about our « reconciled to God
eternal position: « God’s call in our

* justified by faith lives is to live in

» peace with God our daily condition

« grace, in which in accordance with
we stand our eternal position,

not to try our best to

* the Holy Spirit who be a good Christian.

was given to us
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Gracious Process

» The things that are  + Tribulation
unchanging are our .« perseverance

eternal position, & -, proyen Character
we could say, our

; ; * Hope, & thatis a
possessions in the :
spiritual realm. hope that does not

» The things that are disappoint, because

changing by God’s it is certain, rather

; ; than a possibility
intent are gracious or a probability
processes. '
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