	Comparison & Contrast in Romans 5:12-21

	Two Men
	Adam 
(v. 14)
	Christ 
(v. 14)

	Two Acts
	One trespass in the garden 

(vs. 12, 15, 17, 18, 19)
	One righteous act on the cross 
(v. 18)

	Two Outcomes
	Condemnation, guilt, & death 
(vs. 15, 16, 18, 19)
	Justification, life, & reigning
(vs. 17, 18, 19)

	Two Contrasting States
	Condemned people                                slaves of the sin nature by Adam
	Justified people                                        reigning in life by Christ

	Two Differences
	
	

	in degree 

(v. 15)
	Sin abounds 
	Grace super-abounds

	in operation

 (v. 16)
	One sin by Adam resulting in condemnation & the reign of                           death for everyone
	Many sins on Christ resulting                               in justification & reigning in                                life for all who will believe

	Two Effects of Law
	
	

	
	Sin imputed (charged to account)
(v. 13)
	

	
	Sin increased 

(v. 20)
	

	Two Abundances
	
	

	
	
	Of grace 

(v. 17)

	
	
	Of the gift of righteousness

(v. 17)

	Two Reigning Principles
	Sin, imputed & increased by                  the Law, reigning through death

(v. 13, 17, 20)
	Grace reigning through righteousness to eternal life                

(v. 21)
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Comparison & contrast

» As we began our » We will use that
study of Matthew same principle
we spoke of the as we compare &
need to compare contrastin Romans
& contrast in order 5:12-21, because
to understand each the apostle Paul
passage correctly, has written this
& to see in what passage with the
way it applies to intent to compare

us in the church. & contrast.
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Two men

* In Romans 5:12-21 « As Paul contrasts
Paul compares & Adam & Christ the
contrasts two men: distinction becomes
Adam & Christ. greater & greater,

e He also compares impacting the entire
& contrasts other course_& character
pivotal aspects of of our lives, now &
these two men. on into eternity.

Adam & Christ each acted as the head of a group.



[image: image3.png]The teaching about the two men is
not the same as ‘in Adam’ & ‘in Christ’

The teachings in » Being in Adam & in

this chapter are Christ is another set
about Adam as of positional truths
the federal head that are valuable &
of the fallen race likewise important,
of mankind & Christ but that is not what
as the federal head is being taught here
of all those saved in the passage we
by grace through are exploring this

faith in Christ. morning.
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Two acts

+ Adam & Christ each
took action once, &
in so doing impacted
the lives & etemnities
of many.

¢ Adam acted in the
garden to eat of the
one tree he was told
not to eat from, lest
he die.

» Christ likewise
acted once to die
on a cross for us,

& the one righteous
act of the righteous
one servedto payfor
the many sins of all
of those who were
impacted by that
one act of Adam.
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Two acts, but a great contrast

¢ ltis true that Adam -
& Christ each took
action once, &inso .
doing impacted the
lives & eternities of
many.

» But Adam’s singular
act was one of great
disobedience, under
a principle of law.

Christ, however, was
obedient unto death:

“Being found in
appearance as a
man, He humbled
Himself by becoming
obedient to the point
of death, even death
on a cross.”

- Philippians 2:8
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Two outcomes

* Adam’s one act * The outcome of
resulted in his Christ’s one act was
condemnation, to bring justification,
being guilty of life & reigning for all
the one act he who believe.
was told notto do, .« Jystification is being
& death did follow. declared righteous,

» All those after Adam life is being alive to
are condemned, are Him, & reigning is
guilty, & suffer death.  His life lived in us.
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Two contrasting states

» By Adam’s doing, » But for those who

all those after him believe, the sin
stand condemned nature is removed
as utter slaves to from its monarchy
the sin nature. status.

» Apart from Christ's  + We who believe are
one act, there is no declared righteous
release from that & are uniquely able
slavery to the sin to be instruments of
nature. His righteousness.
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The sin nature

» Some will ask why  + The short answer is

we use the term, that the sin nature
‘The sin nature’ is intended by the
when those three word pair ‘the sin’
words are not used in the Greek text,
in the Bible in any &is oftentranslated

common translation.  just ‘sin’, such as:
» Fair enough to ask. + Romans 5:12 & 21

‘The flesh’ is ‘the sin nature’ acting in the body,
a term Paul uses in Romans & Galatians.
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The sin nature in unbelievers

» This passage brings + The sin nature by

up the sin nature in its nature generates
unbelievers, in all spiritual death & the
those descended action of sinning in
from Adam. human beings.

As we get into Romans chapter 6 in the
weeks ahead we will see that the apostle
Paul addresses the sin nature in
believers & our relationship to it.
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Two differences

* In degree: * In operation:

* While sin abounds  + One sin by Adam
from Adam to all & the entire race
those who have follows with sins,
followed him, resulting in death
grace super- & condemnation.
abounds. « The many sins are

» Sinis a human placed upon Christ,
capacity but grace so that many are

is God’s capacity. declared righteous.
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» Ephesians 2:12, e Colossians 1:21,
“...you were at that “...you were formerly
time separate+ from  alienated®...”

Christ, being aliens* 4+ separate from;
...without God in the apart from

world. * this word occurs
* Ephesians 4:18, only in these places
...e?(cluded from in the whole New
the life of God...” Testament




[image: image12.png]Death as separation is also taught in

« Romans 6:1-11 — dead to sin, alive to Christ

« Romans 7:1-6 — death releases from
marriage; died to the Law, joined to Christ

e 2 Corinthians 5:14,15 — dead to ourselves,
alive to Christ

e Galatians 2:19, 20 — died to the Law, to live
to God; dead to ourselves, alive to Christ

» Colossians 2:20 — died with Christ to the
elementary principles of the world

e Colossians 3:5, 20 — dead to sin, died with
Christ to the world
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Two effects of Law

» This passage points + Butthe Law actually

out two effects of increases sin, first
the Law of Moses: by measuring it &
 The Law, being quantlfyln_g it, bl_Jt
good & righteous also by stimulating
& holy, & given by the sin natu_re, as
God to Israel, puts we will see in our
ameasureto sin & soon exploration of

quantifies it. Romans chapter7.



[image: image14.png]Romans 5:12-21

Two abundances

* The one who » The abundance
believes will receive also applies to the
an abundance of gift of righteousness
grace, since God as well.
has surpassing « It is grace-given by
riches of grace to Christ’s work on the
give (Ephesians cross on our behalf,
2:7). & a gift, not a work.

The Law does not bring righteousness —
it’s a gift that is only given to believers.




[image: image15.png]Consistent with the abundance of grace &
the gift of righteousness, Romans chapter 5
has the word pair, ‘much more’ four times!
God has not provided a salvation that is just
barely adequate, but is instead ‘over the top’!

Romans 5:9, 10

Much more then, having now been justified
by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath
of God through Him. 10 For if while we were
enemies we were reconciled to God through
the death of His Son, much more, having
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
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But the free gift is not like the transgression.
For if by the transgression of the one the many
died, much more did the grace of God and the
gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ,
abound to the many.

Romans 5:17

For if by the transgression of the one, death
reigned through the one, much more those
who receive the abundance of grace and of
the gift of righteousness will reign in life
through the One, Jesus Christ.
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Two reigning principles

» A principle is either + Sin, imputed &

a fundamental truth increased by the
or the way things Law, is the normal
work. operating principle
« It is the second among those who
definition that follow after Adam,
app”es here. the first sinner.

But for us who believe, grace is the
reigning principle — the way things work.
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Law & Grace

« While this series is
called Law & Grace,
notice where Law
& Grace are on
the accompanying
chart: Law is in the
Adam column &
Grace is in the
Christ column.

Grace does not
need Law to help it,
& in fact Law cannot
help grace, but the
Law does help sin!

Grace is abundant,
& it is the reigning
principle for all who
believe in Christ.




Adapted from Romans, Wm Newell, pg 176
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