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Even so, you must consider yourselves to

be dead in relationship to the sin nature, but in
sharp contrast alive in relationship to the God in
Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore the sin nature must
not reign in your mortal body so that you listen
to and place yourself under the lusts of it, 13
and do not go on presenting the members of
your body to the sin nature as military assets of
unrighteousness; but in sharp contrast you must
present yourselves to the God as those alive
from the dead, and your members as military
assets of righteousness to the God. 14 For the
sin nature shall not be having dominion over
you, for you are not under law, but in sharp
contrast, under grace.
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[image: image3.png]Romans 6:15-23 partially expanded & explained

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under
grace? May it never be! 16 Do you not know that when you present
yourselves to someone as slaves for listening & placing yourself
under, you are slaves of the one whom you listen to and place
yourself under, either of the sin nature resulting in death, or of
listening and placing yourself under God, resulting in righteousness?
17 But thanks be to the God that though you were slaves of the sin
nature, you were listening to and placing yourself under from the
heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, 18

and having been freed from the sin nature, you became slaves of
righteousness. 19 | am speaking in human terms because of the
weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members

as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawless-
ness, so how present your members as slaves to the righteousness,
resulting in sanctification. 20 For when you were slaves of the sin
nature, you were free in regard to the righteousness. 21 Therefore
what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are
now ashamed? For the outcome of those things is death. 22 But
now having been freed from the sin nature and enslaved to God,
you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome,
eternal life. 23 For the wages the sin nature pays: death; but the
free gift of the God: eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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We’re not in charge &
we don’t stand in a neutral zone

* In Romans 6 Paul * What he does
repeatedly presents present is that we

that we do not call decide whether we
the shots in our are living & walking
lives & we don’t in fellowship with
make all of the God entirely or
decisions & we're engaging the sin
not in charge. nature entirely.

There is no neutral zone or gray scale.
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The sin nature vs. God in Romans 6:12-23

The Sin Nature

God

seeks to reign

[right to reign]

use you as military assets

use you as military assets

seeks to have dominion

[right to have dominion]

principle of law

principle of grace

slave to the sin nature:
resulting in death

slave of righteousness:
resulting in righteousness

pays a wage: death

free gift: eternal life
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The sin nature

* Since the end of * From Romans 5:12
World War Il there to this point there
has been a growing has been a definite

tendency to deny article: ‘the sin’.
that believers have * And ‘the sin’ seeks
a sin nature at all. to reign, & to have

< But there are some dominion, & to use
really big problems us as military assets,
with this viewpoint: & to enslave us.

And ‘the sin’ pays a wage & is stimulated by law.
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More on the sin nature

» Furthermore, the sin + That explains why
nature is associated God does not just

with this present end the sin nature
physical human when we believe —
body we live in. He’d have to kill us.

The sin nature, however, is terminal.
God has condemned the sin nature in

the flesh (Romans 8:3). God is not in
the business of improving the sin nature.
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Dead to the sin nature & alive to God

* In Romans 6:11 * Then he tells us that
Paul tells us thatwe  we are to present
must consider, count  ourselves to God
& reckon that they rather than the sin
are dead to the sin nature, since the sin
nature & alive to nature will use us
God in Christ Jesus.  asits military assets.

From there Paul makes a distinction between
presenting ourselves to the sin nature or to God
as slaves & the spiritual outcome of that decision.
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What shall we say then? Are we to continue
in the sin nature so that grace may increase?
2 May it never be! How shall we who died

[in relationship] to the sin nature still live in it?
3 Or do you not know that...

Romans 6:15-16 partially expanded & explained

What [shall we say] then? Shall we sin
because we are not under law but under
grace? May it never be!

16 Do you not know that...

Grace is not a justification to engage
the sin nature nor is it a justification to sin.
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Presenting

» At any moment we
present ourselves
either to the sin
nature or to God.

» The urging of the
word of God is that
we always present
ourselves to God,
since we are dead
to the sin nature.

And that presenting
will result in our
being used as
military assets
either by the sin
nature or by God.

And we will be
slaves to the sin
nature or we will
be slaves to God.
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Obeying & Obedience

* Most translations in  + This is an important
English carry across  insight for us, in that
the Greek word as what Paul wrote was
some form of ‘obey’.  telling us thatto obey

e Butin our expanded starts with ”Stening
& explained version & ends with placing
we have carried it ourselves under
across as ‘to listen what we hear.
to & place oneself » So what we listen
under’ (per Greek). to is the key insight!
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We are going to serve
- one or the other

» This passage
conveys that we are
going to be slaves,
serving either the
sin nature or
serving God.

» The sin nature
no longer has
ownership of us
— God does.

Now we have been
bought by Christ (1
Corinthians 6:20).

But though we have
died in relationship
to the sin nature,
the sin nature can
still be engaged, &
we will make our-
selves its slaves.
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by Bob Dylan, refrain adapted by Vern Peterman

Refrain:

But you're gonna have to serve somebody,
Yes indeed, you're gonna have to serve somebody,
Well, it will* be the sin nature+ or it will* be the Lord
But you're gonna have to serve somebody.

+ original lyrics: “devil”
* original lyrics: “may”

We can serve the sin nature or the Lord,
but the selection is not arbitrary or equal.
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Lusts or the word of God

« So the believer who < But as believers

listens to the lusts the only thing that
of the sin nature & makes sense is
then places himself to listen to what
under those lusts the word of God

presents himself to teaches, & place
the sin nature to be ourselves under
used as a military that teaching, so as
instrument & as a to be military assets
slave to ‘the sin’. for God & His slaves.
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Death, death & more death

» So why is Paul
talking about death
so much when he is
writing to Christians?

« What does he mean
when he writes
about believers
experiencing death?

¢ Don’t we have
eternal life?

* In our position we

have eternal life, but
in our condition, if we
present ourselves to
the sin nature to be
used as its military
assets & enslaved
by the sin nature we
are living separate
from God (= death).
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To God: outcomes & results

» But presenting * The outcome from
ourselves to God, living out Christ’s
the one to whom we righteousness is
gre_alive, will result our sanctification:
in righteousness, « Being increasingly
& Christis the very  set apart for God'’s
qeflnltlon of that ho|y purpose - this
righteousness. is spiritual growth!

And as we present ourselves to God
we will experience eternal life now.
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For the wages the sin nature pays: death;
but the free gift of the God: eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

This verse is often applied to unbelievers, & is
usually thought of as, “the wages of sinning is
death”, & is often translated with the verb “is”.

But Paul is writing to believers about what
happens when a believer presents himself to
be used as military assets & to be enslaved by
the sin nature, & he left out the verb “is”, which

is why we’ve used a colon instead.
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You’re going to have to work for
death wages, but eternal life is free

» So the wages that + If we engage the sin
the sin nature pays nature, we do not

to believers: death, lose our position
which is spiritual in Christ, but we
separation in our do not enjoy the
condition —loss experience of
of fellowship. eternal life.

And as we present ourselves to God
we will experience eternal life now.
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Wages & a free gift
to Roman soldiers

« The Roman soldiers ¢ But when a new

worked for a wage, emperor came into
& unless one was power, in order to
an officer, the pay ensure the loyalty of
level was rather low his troops, he would
— about the same give the soldiers a
as a day laborer free money gift on
was paid. top of their wages.

A new ruler has come into power in each
believer, & has given us a free gift: eternal life.




[image: image21.png]









Holly Hills Bible Church – 80 Law & Grace series – September 2, 2012 
Wages or a free gift - page 2 of 3

