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We've seen that...
» by God’s doingwe  + we have died to

stand in His grace, the law in order to
which is the reigning be joined to Christ
principle (Romans (Romans 7:1-6).
5:1-21). « trying to live by a

» we were identified law principle, with
with Christ in His even one law, stirs
death, burial & re- up the sin nature &
surrection, sowe that we can’t 5|mply
are dead to the sin will righteous living

nature & aliveto God  on our own power
(Romans 6:1-23). (Romans 7:7-25).
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We've also seen that...

+ dealing with the * The believer is in
flesh, which is the Christ & Christisin
sin nature as it the believer, & the
works in & through believer is also in

the human body, & the Spirit & the Spirit
living alive to God is is in the believer.

not a task we take + The Holy Spirit puts

on alone, but we into our lives the works
live by the multiple of Christ, our position
ministries of the in Christ, & the life &

Holy Spirit. the image of Christ.
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Perspective

* In last week’s » Paul also gave us
passage we gained a perspective on
spiritual perspective.  our suffering & the

o Paul addressed creation’s suffering.
the past, present, » Finally, Paul has
& future of this provided an insight
creation, & our into the nature of our
place in it, with a prayer & the Spirit’s

focus upon hope. part in our prayers.
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What God did or does

» This passage * While there are
is all about what many passages we
God does or did. could point to that

« Anditis also about affirm the certainty
the most awesome of our salvation, this

certainty of the love passage is about

of God, & of Christ the certainty of the
the Son of God. love of God for us.

Romans 5-8 has been about our being spiritually
joined & separated, but it is impossible for us
to be separated from the infinite love of God.
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God’s sovereignty

» Over the centuries
of time people have
understood God’s
sovereignty in
various ways.

» Among Christians,
the Calvinists have
been the ones who
have been ‘strong’
on sovereignty.

But they have on
several points been
in error.

What we will see in
this passage is that
God’s sovereignty is
about His immense
& awesome love for
each one of us, &
that’s forever.
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God causes — for good

» God is not only the  + Now that does

first cause at the not mean that
very beginning of everything that
creation, but He is happens is good.
still the One who + Some things are
causes all things just really, really
to work together bad, & it is not a
for good for those Christian value or
who love God, in virtue to say that

responsetoHislove.  everythingis good.
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Called, foreknew, predestined, elect

» The strong words « We, however, will

‘called’, ‘foreknew’, take these words
‘predestined’ & ‘elect’”  for what they say
are used by some in context, but we
to develop a human will also recognize
logical system that God’s ways
regarding salvation, are higherthan our
(Calvinism). ways (Isaiah 55:9).

We’re not called to reduce God’s ways to
something that human beings can understand.
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Called, foreknew, predestined

» God’s callingis by + From atime per-

grace (Galatians spective, God knew
1:6) & into fellow- in advance who
ship with Christ would choose to

(1 Corinthians 1:9). believe in Christ.

Knowing in advance that we would
believe, God predestined each one

of us to be conformed to the image
of His Son, Jesus Christ.
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This is the good that
verse 28 talks about

* The ‘good’ that * Do we understand
verse 28 is talking everything that God
about is that we does? No.
are being & willbe « Do we know all of
conformed to the what will happen in
image of Jesus life? No.

Christ, by God
working all things
together toward
that end.

» Do we know where
all of this is going?
Yes! Conformity
to Jesus Christ!
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But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as

in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

1 John 3:2

Beloved, now we are children of God, and it
has not appeared as yet what we will be. We
know that when He appears, we will be like
Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
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First-born among many brethren

* Hebrews 2:11, « We are Christ’s
“For both He who brethren, & He
sanctifies and those is the first-born
who are sanctified among us, both
are all from one in pre-eminence
Father; for which & in sequence.
reason He is not « We will ultimately
ashamed to call be fully conformed

them brethren” to Christ’s image.
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Predestined > called > justified > glorified

» God predestined » God justified us,

that we would be which included the

conformed to the forgiveness of sins:

image of His Son. declared righteous.
* God called us to * He has shared

relationship & to His glory with us

fellowship with — we're already

His Son, Jesus. seated with Him!

A day will come when that will be fully realized.
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8:31-35 If God is for us,

who justifies;

who is against us?
He who did not spare
His own Son, but :
delivered Him over

forus all, : o
i Who will bring a
God is the one

how will He not also
with Him freely give
us all things?

charge against God's

i elect? who is the one

i who condemns?
Christ Jesus is He

who died, yes, rather :
who was raised, who
is at the right hand of :
God, who also
intercedes for us. :

Who will separate
us from the love
of Christ?
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God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers

in the prophets in many portions and in many
ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in
His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things,
through whom also He made the world.

Since Christ is the ‘heir of all things’, & we are
fellow heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17), this is
just beyond amazing! We are seated with
Christ, our fellow heir of all things

(Ephesians 2:6)!
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Who & how?

« God Himself is the » There is no person,
One who has done power, or entity that
all of these things will be able to undo
to benefit & express or challenge what
His immense love God has done in
to us. expressing His love.

You will notice that Paul’s questions
do not have answers — essentially
answering the ‘Who?’ with ‘Nobody!’
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Who will separate us from the love of Christ?
Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

When we encounter difficulties in life — even
extreme & intense difficulties - that does not
mean that Christ does not love us. That does
not mean that we have been separated from
the love of Christ. None of these events, even
if they become life-threatening or life-ending,
separate us from nor diminish the deep &
abiding love of Christ.
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We overwhelmingly conquer?

* Here is Paul who * What can he mean
has been through that we overwhelm-
incredible trials & ingly conquer?
persecution. « The conquering is in

* He will be under the spiritual realm &
house arrest for is ultimately fulfilled
two years in the in the heavenlies in
very city he is Christ, & it is all to
writing to. be done by Christ.

The slaughtered sheep overwhelmingly conquer!
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God is the One who has
accomplished & created everything

* As we've seen in * Soif God is
this passage, God the One who has
is the One who has accomplished &
accomplished all created everything
these things. & works all things

+ He is also the one together for good,
who has created how can anything
everything that is that is created
physical & spiritual counter Him or

in the universe. challenge Him?
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Nothing can separate us
from the love of Christ!

» God has made us » Christ & the Holy

to stand in pure & Spirit intercede for
total grace, as the us with the Father.
reigning principle. » Each of us who

« We have all been believesis enabled,

made to be in Christ empowered, & is
& Christis in us & energized by the
we are in the Spirit Holy Spirit to live by
& the Spirit is in us. Christ’s death & life.

You will be conformed to the image of Christ!
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Is this what John Calvin had in mind?
Basically, Calvinism is known by an acronym: T.U.L.I.P. 

T otal Depravity (also known as Total Inability and Original Sin)
U nconditional Election 
L imited Atonement (also known as Particular Atonement)
I  rresistible Grace
P erseverance of the Saints (also known as Once Saved Always Saved)

From the assumption that the spiritually dead person has a Total Inability to respond spiritually, the elect person who is chosen is made alive by God, given the gift of faith, believes, and then is saved because He believes.  This would be the sequence:

Chosen  >  Regenerated  >  Given the gift of faith  >  Believes  >  Saved

Here is a brief summary of the problems with the above assumptions and conclusion:

· Man does have a Total Inability to believe, were it not for the ministry of the Holy Spirit upon the wills of the unbelieving, which can change a man from unable to enabled to believe:  John 16:8-11.  The Holy Spirit regenerates those who believe (Titus 3:5).  

· Death in Scripture is primarily defined as spiritual separation: Ephesians 2:12; 4:17-19 (separate, excluded, without God);  Romans 6:1-11 – dead to sin, alive to Christ; Romans 7:1-6 – death releases from marriage; 2 Corinthians 5:14,15 – dead to ourselves, alive to Christ; Galatians 2:19, 20 – dead to the Law, alive to Christ; Colossians 2:20 – died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world; Colossians 3:5, 20 – dead to sin, died with Christ to the world; 1 Peter 2:24 - die to sin and live to righteousness.

· The clear sequence in Scripture is not ‘be given life, then believe’, but rather ‘believe, then be given life’: John 3:16; 5:24; 11:25; 20:31.

· In the many passages that teach that we have been identified with Christ in his death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and seating in the heavenlies (Romans 6:11; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 2:4-7; Colossians 2:12,  9-15, 20; 3:1-4, et al), the third part of this sequence is resurrection, in which the believer is given Christ’s life, and that is the third in the sequence, not the first.  There is no evidence that an unbeliever is now identified with Christ.  Colossians 2:12 (NASU) speaks of the ones who have been raised up with Him through faith – not raised up in order to be given the gift of faith.
· The appeal of the apostles and their co-sponsored authors of the New Testament, again and again, was to actively believe in Christ (the saving gospel), as an appeal to the will of the hearer, in order to be saved.  What we do not find at all is the Greek grammar that one would expect if Calvinism were true that says:  “You will be made to believe”, “You will be regenerated first, then you will be given the gift of faith, and then you will be made to believe” or anything like that.

· Calvinism requires that a great many passages, especially those in the New Testament, have multiple meanings inserted into the text which are simply not there.  For example:

John 3:16

"For God so loved the world [of the elect], that He gave His only begotten Son [only for the elect], that whoever believes in Him [which will only be the elect] shall not perish, but have eternal life.

1 John 2:1-2

Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins [those of the apostles or those who have believed so far]; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world [of the elect only].
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