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But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
carry out the desire of the flesh.

What he is about to say in this verse is an
answer to the questions raised in the verses
before, being the God-intended means for

living out the “through love serve one another”
instead of the sin nature driven “biting and
devouring one another”. Paul said that the
answer would come one believer at a time.




[image: image2.png]Galatians 5:16

But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
carry out the desire of the flesh.

This part of the verse is brief (actually just two
words in the Greek text!), but it is packed with
both life-changing significance for the present

& even with great significance beyond this
present life. The form of the two Greek words
translated ‘walk’ & ‘Spirit’ also has a depth of
meaning built into each word.
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But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
carry out the desire of the flesh.

The word ‘walk’ is translated from the same
word Paul used for ‘walk’ in his other letters
(1 Corinthians 7:17; 2 Corinthians 5:7, etc.).

It is a Jewish manner of speaking (Genesis
16:1; Exodus 17:4; 18:20) that refers to the
individual, step by step patterning of one’s
daily life — moment by moment.
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But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
carry out the desire of the flesh.

The Greek word translated ‘walk’ carries the
idea, “You must right now actively continue
to walk”. So what Paul is saying is that the
believers are to be living this out right now -

continuously. They have an active part in this
walking that Paul is calling for, but we’ll soon
see that their active part is to depend entirely
upon God’s provision for their lives.
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But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
carry out the desire of the flesh.

The words ‘by the Spirit’ can be expanded to
convey ‘by means of the Spirit’. So putting all
the ideas together, Paul is getting across to

his readers, ‘you must right now continuously
pattern the steps of your lives by means of
the ongoing ministries of the Holy Spirit’.




[image: image6.png]Let's ‘walk’ our way
through these words

» As an imperative, « The motive for our
the ‘walking’ has response to Paul’s
the idea of ‘must’. ‘must’ is not under

« \We've said before threat of law, but a

that ‘must’ does not  grateful response to
come as a Principle ~ God’s grace (& we
of Law, but out of can also add mercy
our eternal position as a valid motive for
in Christ, which was  the ‘must’ verses:
given all by grace. see Romans 12:1).
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now let's cover means

» We've coveredthe + The Holy Spirit
motive - now for the is God’s ‘resident

means: God sent agent’ to enable,
the Holy Spirit to be to empower, & to
the ‘resident agent’ energize our walk.
in our lives, always  « Additionally, we
indwelling each know that the Holy
believer in order Spirit directs our
to carry out His attention to Christ

ministries in us. (John 15:26).



[image: image8.png]This ‘walk’ is not another thing to do

» Walking by means  + What we find is

of the Spirit has that Scripture says
commonality with the same or similar
what is taught in truths in different
other passages ways, in order to
regarding our help us better
ongoing fellowship understand what
with & dependence God has in mind
upon the Lord for our daily lives,

for daily life. & to emphasize it.



[image: image9.png]This ‘walk’ is not another thing to do

» Walking by means  + A number of verses,

of the Spirit points including this one,
to the top priority call for us to look to
questionof ourlives:  God’s provision for
* \WWhere does everythlng we do.
the motivating, & « The call to look to
the enabling, the God’s provision is
empowering & the based on what He
energizing of what has done & who He

we do come from? has made us to be.
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[image: image11.png]One more reason it's not
‘another thing for you to do’

+ At first reading we
might be tempted to
think that we really
need to try harder
at this or get going
or add this to our
daily ‘to do’ list.

* But when we take a
closer look, we find
this isn’'t ours’ to do!

Instead, we find
that our place is to
actively depend
entirely upon the
ministries of the
Holy Spirit for the
living out of this life.

That is faith in
God’s work, not
faith in our work!
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« God doesn’task us + God does not ask

to do anything for us to be anything,
which He has not to be motivated, or
already provided, to do it ourselves
personally & 100%, or from our own

for our identity, resources — ever!
motive, enabling, « All He asks is that
empowering & we believe Him, &
energizing to that is not our work,

carry it out! but faith in His work!



[image: image13.png]It's neither a mechanical procedure
nor an administrative function

* In our world of How
fo books & videos
& administrative
procedures it’s easy
to fall into a ‘steps &
checklists’ mindset
for our walking by
means of the Spirit.

* ‘Here are the things
that you must do....’

» But walking by

means of the Spirit
is really about our
depending upon
what God has done
& is doing & will do
forever, about our
personal relationship
with & fellowship
with our Lord.
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But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
carry out the desire of the flesh.

The last part of this verse tells us that for
each moment that we continue to walk by
means of the Spirit, we will not carry out the

driving passions of the flesh. The flesh, as
you may recall, is the expression of the sin
nature (Romans 6) in & though our bodies.
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But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
carry out the desire of the flesh.

Paul’s message here is emphatic! The Greek
word pair translated ‘not’ (ou me) is the most

extreme way to say it in the Greek language.

The point that Paul was conveying to them
was, “not the slightest chance!’, or ‘not even
the remoftest possibility’, or ‘there is no way’!




[image: image16.png]Walking by means of the Spirit:
Is it ‘I' or ‘We'?

» As Paul wrote * But since the
Galatians 5:16, imperative was, by
the words are plural nature, an appeal
(so, ‘all y'all must be  to the will of each
walking by means believer, it was
of the Spirit’ Y2 individual as well.

* Paul intended this * And each believer
for the entire church has the indwelling
body: be walking by Holy Spirit, with His
means of the Spirit. ongoing ministries.



[image: image17.png]It's neither Law nor lawlessness!

* One of Paul’s key
points in this verse
in the context of this
passage is that as
the believer walks
in the Spirit then the
believer is not living
under Law nor living
out any lawlessness
(Galatians 5:16, 18)!

* “But | say, walk by
the Spirit, and you
will not carry out the
desire of the flesh...

18 But if you are
led by the Spirit,
you are not under
the Law.”

- Galatians 5:16, 18.
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But in view of the critical issues before you, I,
Paul - an apostle — say to you all, in view of
your position in Christ, and the motivation of
God’s grace & His intent to empower your
every step, you must all right now continually
walk by means of the the multiple ministries of
the Holy Spirit, who indwells you all. And as a
consequence of your walking by means of the
Spirit, each one who is doing so will not be
carrying out in the course of life the corrupt
desire of the sin nature as expressed in and
through your fleshly body.
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For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may not
do the things that you please.

The flesh, as we have said, is the sin nature
expressed through our physical bodies. The
Spirit is the Holy Spirit of God, Who indwells

every single member of the body of Christ -
each of us who has believed in Christ for
salvation - all the time.
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For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may not
do the things that you please.

As a believer in Christ, you have an ongoing
passionate internal opposition of two spiritual
entities within yourself that the unbeliever
does not have!
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For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may not

do the things that you please.

Unbelievers do have a ministry of the
Holy Spirit (John 16:8; conviction) but
unbelievers do not have the Holy Spirit

continually indwelling each one of them,
as believers do, nor do they have the
multiple ministries of the Holy Spirit
that are given only to believers!
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» The Spirit & the » The Holy Spirit is
flesh are certainly about who you are
opposites, but they eternally in Christ,
are by no means to but the flesh is only

be thought of as about who you once
being equal. were in Adam.

» The Holy Spirit is » The Spirit is about
eternal & infinite, the New Creation,
but the flesh is but the flesh is about

terminal & finite. this Old Creation.
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For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may not
do the things that you please.

The word ‘please’ here is translated from the
same Greek word that is conveyed repeatedly
as our own willing in Romans 7. What's the

bottom line in these two passages? We
cannot independently will this or that moral
outcome or behavior in our lives, & God does
not expect or even desire that we do so!
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* Paul said in * Whether we are
Galatians 5:16 that aware of it or not,
we as believers we can not remain
must walk (pattern in spiritual neutral at
our lives step by any time — either we
step) by means will walk by means
of the Spirit. of the Spirit or the

« Butin this verse sin nature will lead
Paul tells us what us around by the

we can't do. nose!



[image: image25.png]Here’s what God doesn’t expect from us

* God does not ask * God does not
nor does He expect expect that He
that once we are will just give us the
told what behaviors moral assignments
tocarryoutortonot & that He will then

carry out that we stand aloof & watch
can simply will them carefully how well
to come about in we do by willing the

our lives. behavioral outcome.
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» God does expect
that we will believe
Him, trusting Him to
carry out the life of
Christ in & through
us, by His mofive,
& His means.

» That is the amazing

opportunity we now
have before us!

If we are right now
walking by means
of the Spirit, then

God calls on us to
continue to do so.

If we are walking by
the flesh, then God
calls us to walk by
means of the Spirit
& continue to do so.
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For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may not
do the things that you please.

We never stand outside of walking by means
of the Spirit, or the flesh, & simply choose to
carry out an action or not to carry out an

action. All of our spiritual choices are made
within our walking by means of the Spirit or
walking by means of the flesh, whether or
not we recognize them or are aware of them.
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For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may not
do the things that you please.

While the letters in the New Testament say
to do or not do a great many things, & all
of these instructions are important, the first

priority for us is not in willing the doing or not
doing of these things, but with grace as our
motive, & to be enabled, empowered, &
energized by means of the Holy Spirit.
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But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under the Law.

From Galatians chapter 3 to chapter 6, the
person & ministry of the Holy Spirit has been
& will be a key theme. And from chapter 1 to

chapter 6, the Law has been & will be a key
theme. Here Paul presents a pivotal principle
regarding the Spirit & the Law.
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But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under the Law.

First, the ‘if’ here is assumed to be true, so
it is true for believers. Though he used ‘if to
include his readers in the thought process,

he assumed that it was indeed the case —
he was not doubting that they were led by
the Spirit nor asking them to doubt it.
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But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under the Law.

This verse is not an exhortation, but a
statement of fact regarding our eternal
position in Christ. It is a logical ‘if — ‘then’

statement regarding every believer here!
If you, as a believer, are led by the Spirit
(& you are), then you are not under Law.
No law, in part or otherwise — none! Zip!
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But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under the Law.

Notice something else here: the Spirit of God
always leads every single believer, but we are
not forced to follow His leading. He is not the

Holy Slavedriver. And neither does the Holy
Spirit work through Law or place us under
Law. The Holy Spirit needs no Law to help
in the process of leading us.
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» Paul has said (vs.
16) that if we walk
by means of the
Spirit, that we
absolutely & 100%
will not walk by
means of the flesh.

» They are mutually
exclusive —it’s just
one or the other.

¢ Paul has also said

that we who believe
are, in fact, led by
the Spirit & we are
not under the Law
or a Principle of
Law at all.

The leading of the
Holy Spirit totally
excludes the Law.
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For the flesh, which is the sin nature as
expressed through the body, sets its desire
passionately against the Holy Spirit, and the
Holy Spirit likewise sets His desire passionately
against the flesh; for the Holy Spirit and the
flesh are by fundamental character in locked
opposition to one another, so that you may
not simply will to do the things that you might
desire to do. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit,
and it is assumed that you are for the sake of
drawing a logical conclusion, then you are
categorically not under the Law nor any
principle of law.



[image: image35.png]He can — you can’t!

* He is well able to do
all that’s required &
has done everything
to make it that way
— all out of grace!

« His resources for
our living are infinite
—it’s Christ’s life.

¢ All He wants is for
us to believe Him.

* This is all

good news for us,
because what He
seeks to do in our
lives is something
that we are just not
capable of doing on
our own, & our God
never intended for
us to do on our own.



[image: image36.png]‘He can’ is personal

* In recognizing that  + The essential
He can do what He aspects of our
says He can do, the believing Him &
‘He can’ is personal.  resting & depending

+ God is not just in upon Him are
the business of indeed personal:
providing us with * He loved us &
mechanical energy gave Himself for us,
& the mechanics so that we might

needed for life. fellowship with Him.
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