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Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit
and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2 like
newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the
word, so that by it you may grow in respect to
salvation, 3 if you have tasted the kindness

of the Lord.

2 Peter 3:17-18

You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand,
be on your guard so that you are not carried
away by the error of unprincipled men and fall
from your own steadfastness, 18 but grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now

and to the day of eternity. Amen.
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And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and
truth. 15 John testified about Him and cried
out, saying, "This was He of whom | said, 'He
who comes after me has a higher rank than |,
for He existed before me." 16 For of His
fullness we have all received, and grace
upon grace. 17 For the Law was given
through Moses; grace and truth were
realized through Jesus Christ.
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More comparison

» Another important
point to compare
between these two
passages, & most
particularly 1 Peter
2:2 & 2 Peter 3:18
is that the word
‘grow’ is in both
of these verses,

& that’s good!

Each ofthese verses
has a different but
complementary in-
sight about growing.

And in 2 Peter 3:18
the word ‘grow’

is given as an
imperative —
something that the
believer must do.
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1 Peter 2:2

* 1 Peter 2:2, “...like  + There are two ways
newborn babies, that the beginning
long for the pure maturity level is
milk of the word, implied:
so that by it you « Both by the
may grow reference to
in respect to “newborn babies”
salvation... & by “pure milk”.

Newborn babies longing for milk is an analogy.
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By analogy
* Just like newborn * New believers are
babies naturally likewise to long for
long for the pure the word of God so
milk, & they grow that they can grow
from it... from it...

Newborn Babies who drink mother’s milk
grow from it physically.

New believers who take in the word of God
grow from it spiritually.
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The word of God is always an
essential agent for growth & maturity

* While 1 Peter2:2
focuses on the
word of God as
an essential agent
for the growth of a
new believer, the
truth is that the
word of God is
always needed for
growth & maturity.

¢ Growth is the

ongoing process
& maturity is the
direction where
growth is headed.

As we will soon see,
the spiritual growth
process is focused
upon the person of
Christ.
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Why is the word of God essential?

» “Sanctify them in +» All Scripture is

the truth; Your God-breathed & is
word is truth.” spiritually profitable
(John 17:17) (2 Timothy 3:16, 17).
« We behold Christ, « The word of God is
the Living Word alive, powerful & is
through the written spiritually penetrat-
word & thereby we ing to the deepest
are transformed part of the believer

(2 Corinthians 3:18). (Hebrews 4:12).



[image: image10.png]PHYSICAL REALM SPIRITUAL REALM

FIVE FIVE
SENSES SENSES
BRAIN = - --S0UL

M .......
HEBREWS

4:12

A BIBLICAL PHYSICAL / SPIRITUAL ANATOMY
|



[image: image11.png]1 Peter 2:2

Must long for?

* The word that is * How are we to take
translated ‘long for’ this ‘must’ aspect
(KJV: ‘desire’) is of the word?

used nine times in « Justlike it is very
the New Testament important for a
& 1 Peter 2:2 is the newborn to nurse

only one that is an in order to begin
imperative, having getting nourishment,
the idea of ‘must’. this means urgency.



[image: image12.png]Each of the five senses in the physical realm
has an ‘analog’ in the spmtual realm:

Ephesians 1:18-19a;
“the eyes of your heart”

1 Peter 2:3,
“you have tasted”

Hebrews 5:11-14,
“‘dull of hearing...”

2 Corinthians 2:14-16,
“the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him” -
Ephesians 4:19

“being past feeling”. m
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Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit
and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, all of
which originates in the sin nature, 2 like newborn
babies, there is an urgency & it just makes good
spiritual sense based on who you are in Christ
for each one of you to long for the pure milk of
the written word of God, so that by means of
the word of God you may be made to grow in
respect to salvation, receiving the spiritual
benefits of the salvation you already have, 3

if, and this is assumed to be true for the sake

of you thinking about this along with me, you
have tasted the kindness of the Lord.
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1 Peter 2:2: how the growth happens
2 Peter 3:18: describes the growth

* While 1 Peter 2:2 e Butin 2 Peter 3:18

tells us that the the growth is the
longing for the imperative & the
word of God point of urgency,
is urgent for to be actively
the believer, the pursued by
growth is caused the believer

by the word of God. in Christ.

Peter had seen the grace that we are to
grow in lived out in the person of Jesus Christ.
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And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and
truth. 15 John testified about Him and cried
out, saying, "This was He of whom | said, 'He
who comes after me has a higher rank than |,
for He existed before me." 16 For of His
fullness we have all received, and grace
upon grace. 17 For the Law was given
through Moses; grace and truth were
realized through Jesus Christ.
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It is urgent & logical that
you grow in the grace (1)

* The imperative « It only makes sense

‘grow’ is not driven thatwe growin grace.
by a principle of law | \v/e are beloved &

with threats if you we know the truth

don’t comply. so there’s no basis
* The imperative for us to be carried

is driven by the away ortofall (3:17),

reigning principle but there is every

of grace & the logic reason for us to
of your position. grow inthe grace.
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It is urgent & logical that
you grow in the grace (2)

+ It only makes sense < the grace that is
thatyou & [ grow in: sufficient for you

e the grace in which (2 Corinthians 129)
you've been made  + the grace that is
to stand permanent- so over-the-top

ly (Romans 5:2). awesome that God
+ the grace that will show it to us for

is the reigning the rolling ages of

principle for us glorious eternity

(Romans 5:17, 21). (Ephesians 2:7).
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It is urgent & logical that
you grow in the grace (3)

+ It only makes sense + the grace by which

thatyou &l grow in: we are given a new
« the grace in which history in Christ &
God is way, way the grace by which
over-the-topin Christ indwells us
His riches, & the (Romans 6:1-8:39;
grace by which we Galatians 2:19-21).
are permanently +» the grace that can
saved only by faith strengthen hearts

(Ephesians 2:4-8). (Hebrews 13:9).
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Growing has a personal spiritual location

» “...grow in the grace -+ We are not told

and knowledge of to just grow in
ourLord and Savior the grace &
Jesus Christ.” knowledge.

» Physical growth » That grace &
is about me, but knowledge are
spiritual growth totally centered
is about Him. on Jesus Christ.

Take note that we grow in the knowledge of
His lordship: our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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Growing in the grace & knowledge

» God has madethings + Growing in the
such that the written ~ grace & knowledge
word of God is basic  ofthe Living Word, by
to our growing inthe  means of the written
grace & knowledge word, glorifies Him.

of the Lord Jesus + “To Him be the glory,
Christ, who is the both now and to the
Living Word. day of eternity. Amen”

The grace of Jesus Christ will amaze us forever.
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You therefore, beloved of Him, since you
know this beforehand, be on your guard so
that you are not carried away captive by the
error of unprincipled men and fall in your daily
condition from your own steadfastness which
you now have in Christ in your eternal position,
18 but as God’s intended alternative to those
hazards there is a spiritual urgency & it only
makes spiritual sense that you grow in the
most abundant grace and intimate personal
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To Him be the glory, both now

and to the day of eternity. Amen.



[image: image23.png]


[image: image24.png]















Holly Hills Bible Church – 100 Law & Grace series – February 17, 2013
1 Peter 2:2 & 2 Peter 3:18 – Grow in the grace - page 2 of 3

