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But the God,
being rich in mercy,
because of the great love of His with which He loved us, 5
even when we were dead in the transgressions,
made us alive
together with the Messiah
(by grace you have been saved), 6
and raised us up
with Him,
and seated us
with Him
in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus, 7
so that in the ages, the ones to come, He might show
the surpassing riches of the grace of Him in kindness toward us
in Christ Jesus.



[image: image2.png]Ephesians 2:8-10 (NASU, slightly expanded & in poetic form)

For
by the grace you have been saved
through faith;
and that not of yourselves,
it is the gift of God; 9
not out of works,
so that no one may boast. 10
For we are His workmanship,
created

in Christ Jesus
for good works,
which God prepared beforehand
so that we would walk in them.





[image: image3.png]Selected passages in Ephesians
shedding light on Law & Grace

» We'll be taking a » This Sunday

look at selected we’ll look at
passages in Ephesians 2:4-10,
Ephesians that & next Sunday
shed light on we will look at

Law & Grace. Ephesians 2:14-22.

Ephesians is a breathtakingly gracious book:
Compare Ephesians 1:3 to Deuteronomy 28
Compare Ephesians 2:7 to Deuteronomy 29:29
Compare Ephesians 4:32 to Matthew 6:14. 15
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Ephesians 2:1-3 & 2:11-137

» Ephesians 2:1-3 » Ephesians 2:11-13
tells both Jewish & tells all the Gentile

Gentile believers believers what they
about their hope- were missing out on
less position & & excluded from by
desperate condition not being of Israel
before they were before they were
saved by faith in saved by faith in
Christ. Christ.

The rest of chapter 2 is what God did about it.
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God acted, is acting & will act
because of His changeless character

* Rich in mercy » Surpassing riches
-God has a of His grace
character that is - Godisrichin
wealthy in mercy. mercy, but way,

» Great love way over the top
-God has a wealthy in grace.
character of * In kindness
massive love, - God is not cruel,
that is always but wishes us well,

unconditional. & has good intent.
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We have been identified with Christ

* By God’s doing, we + This passage
have been identified assumes our

with Christin His identification with
death, burial Christ in His death &
resurrection, burial, stating our co-
ascension & resurrection (alive &
seating in the raised), implying His
heavenly places. ascension...

& explicitly stating our co-seating
with Christ in the heavenly places.
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Made us alive together
...with ‘the Messiah’?

« One of several « We of the church,
best kept secrets in the body of Christ,
Ephesians is that, will not have any
beginning with problem seeing
Ephesians 1:10, Jesus Christ as ‘the
Christ is, in the Messiah’ when we
Greek text, ‘the view Him was the
Christ’, or ‘the One we’re coming
Messiah’ 23 times back with, to rule

in Ephesians. & reign with Him.
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Because of God’s character,
you & | have a new spiritual history

« Because of God’s * We have been

massive mercy, most radically,
lavish love & & permanently
gargantuan changed from
grace... our history in
« We have all Adam, &in Christ

been identified we have been
with Christ’s death, made to share
burial, resurrection, Christ’s history,

ascension & seating.  in our position.
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By grace you have been saved
* Verses 5 & 8 both » ‘Saved’ is in the

say, “by grace you perfect tense &
have been saved”. passive, so God

 This is ‘But God’ did the saving as
grace — gracious a completed past
in who He is & action with ongoing
gracious in what results on into the
He has done future, implying

through Christ. permanence.
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What will we be doing in eternity?

* Are you kidding?

» God gave you a
new history in Christ
so that - & this is
a God-guaranteed
outcome — He will
show us in objective
demonstration his
way, way over the
top gargantuan...

awesome, stunning,
fabulous, amazing,
astounding, & very
impressive grace!

What will you & |

be doing in eternity?
We’'ll all be gasping
in awe over God’s
objective & public
showing of grace!
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By grace you have been saved

* Why does Paul » Thefirst ‘by grace...’
repeat himself is in the context of
in verses 5 & 8? God’s character &

e For emphasiS, our identification.
even though it is » This second ‘by
one of the best grace...’ in verse
kept secrets in all 8 is in the context

of Christendom! of grace vs. works.
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Through faith

» Our works don’t get + When we believe
it done - our works the gospel, that
are only a problem. Christ, the Son of

« It is faith in Him God, died for our
(who He is) & His sins, was buried,
works (what He & rose again, God
has done, is doing does all of every-
& will do) that gets thing that He does
it done, on into to birth & create us

eternity. in Christ Jesus.
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What is the ‘gift of God’?

* Those of the * The gift of God is
Reformed / Calvinist ~ salvation —you & |
‘bent’ will say that are saved by grace
the gift of God through faith as an
is faith’. absolutely free gift.

» However, the Greek + God does not give
grammar says you a gift with an
otherwise. invoice attached.

There is no ‘catch’ — there is no gimmick.
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Salvation is not from living by the
Law of Moses or any principle of law

» A person will not be + A person won't find

justified (declared any empowerment
righteous) by works in the Law of Moses
of the law. & we don’t get

« A person cannot Israel’s New
gain life by works Covenant.

of the law—one or + The Law of Moses,
any number of laws even those ten
orall 613 laws in commandments,
the Law of Moses. are just lethal!
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Only God’s workmanship counts

* We who believe are + It will do no good to
God’s workmanship believe in yourself.

— God does not + It will do no good to
expect us to work be a self-made man
on ourselves or to or woman.

create or even to

+ It will do no good to
recreate ourselves.

try to be ‘good’.

The only thing that will do any good at all
will be to understand God’s workmanship!
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Created in Christ Jesus

» Ephesians 4:24 * Your spiritual
(fresh translation), creation was God’s
“...and have put on workmanship, & it
the new man, which was done in Christ

in the likeness of Jesus, for the very
God has been purpose of carrying
created in out good works.
righteousness « However, let's talk
and holiness about those ‘good

of the truth.” works'.
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Which God prepared beforehand

» There is no good ¢ Further, there is
work any of us has no good work that
to do but the ones any of us has to do
that come out of that God has not
our being God’s totally prepared
workmanship & beforehand.
having been « Every perceived
created in need is not a call

Christ Jesus. or a requirement.
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So that we would walk in them

* God has not * But God does
predestined that call us to the
we would walk in good works
the good works that for which He
He has prepared has created us
beforehand. in Christ Jesus.

See both the positive & negative

exhortations about the walk of believers
in Ephesians 4.1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15.
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« God does not ask « God does not ask

us to do anything us to do anything
that He has not apart from or in
already prepared addition to the life
in our eternal of Christ living in
position, & for & through us.
which we have + God doesn't ask
been enabled, us to do anything
empowered that He has not pre-
& energized. pared beforehand.

God does not ask us to do anything
outside of ongoing fellowship with Him.
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