Q&A: Do Christians have a mandate to take over the US government, influence voting, and enforce a Christian culture upon the US?


A:  While there are degrees of this kind of teaching evident in the US, this view is known variously as Reconstructionism, Kingdom Now theology, Theonomy, and/or Dominion theology.   This view is generally out of Reformed/Calvinist theology but can even involve some who are of a Charismatic persuasion.  Those who hold this view in general have the following viewpoints:

· Christ is the King over all the earth, and the church is the agent of His reign over the kingdom on earth.  Some within this group hold anti-semitic views, since they hold that God has rejected the Jews, and chosen the church as His earthly agent instead.

· The Bible is interpreted by varying degrees of allegorization – imposing an allegorical interpretation upon the text of Scripture, over-riding the literal meaning           of the text.
· The views of biblical prophecy within this group range from Amillennial (no Millennial Kingdom), Postmillennial (The Millennial Kingdom has already come), and some are also Preterist (Christ has already come in judgment, when the Roman army attacked and defeated Jerusalem in 70 AD).  Some of those who hold the Preterist view even say that that Christ is not ever coming back – He already came through the Romans in 70 AD.  This view is known as ‘Full Preterism’.  
· The church should both keep and institute all of the Law of Moses, except for the sacrificial system and dietary laws.  Not only are Israel’s Laws assumed to apply to the US, but the promises to Israel are assumed to apply to the US as well.
· Either Jesus will return when the church has control of things on earth or He already has returned in a figurative way, and we Christians most certainly should be taking control of things on earth.

· Satan, who once took control at the garden of Eden, is either bound already (as in Revelation 20), or we have to authoritatively but repeatedly command Him bound.
· Christians must make this country a Christian nation by every means possible, including spiritual revival, social influence, political influence and control, expressing in government, life and society the authority of Christ the King, as His royal agents. 

While we have briefly described the views of some who are of this persuasion, we also said that there are degrees of this kind of teaching in other realms of Christendom.   Some of those who have leaned in this direction without embracing everything given above include Jerry Falwell (Moral Majority), Pat Robertson (Christian Coalition), D. (Dennis) James Kennedy (Coral Ridge Ministries), and others.  One of the theme verses for many within this range of persuasion is this verse written to and for Israel upon completion of the temple in Jerusalem under King Solomon:

2 Chronicles 7:14 (KJV)

If my people
, which are called by my name
, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
This verse is God’s appeal to Israel which matches the promise of conditional blessings and curses given to Israel in Deuteronomy chapter 28 (see the references to ‘the land’ or ‘your land’ in Deuteronomy 28:8, 11, 12, 24, 52, 63).  Now there is a biblical basis for Christians – those of the body of Christ - to carry out something similar to portions of the above verse, which is why the verse may seem to apply to the body of Christ in the US:

· The church is not a replacement for Israel (1 Corinthians 10:32), nor has God rejected His people Israel (Romans 11:1, 2). 
· But we in the church are also called the people of God (1 Peter 2:9, 10).
· We in the church are called Christians (Acts 11:26), and the book of Acts records that those in the church did things in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38; 3:6, 16; 4:10, 18; 5:40;  8:12; 9:27; 10:48; 16:18; 26:9).

· We in the church are called to humble ourselves before the presence of the Lord (James 4:10).

· We are also to pray (Ephesians 6:18, 19; 1 Thessalonians 5:17), and to behold the Lord (2 Corinthians 3:18; Hebrews 12:1, 2).

· We are to confess – agree with God – regarding our sins, and to walk in newness of life (1 John 1:9; Romans 6:4).  If we are walking in dependence upon the sin nature, the sin nature will faithfully pay a wage: temporal spiritual death (Romans 6:23).
· We are to do godly things because we’ve been forgiven (Ephesians 4:32).

· We do not have an earthly land to be healed, but we do have a heavenly citizenship, which needs no healing (Ephesians 3:20).       
We as Christians do have biblical guidance regarding praying for our leaders:

1 Timothy 2:1-2 (NASU)

First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.

In this county we have the opportunity and the freedom to express our views about things in the political realm, to vote, and even to run for and serve in public office.  And we can and are urged to pray according to the 1 Timothy 2:1-2 passage quoted above.  We can even take advantage of the legal options and rights that are open to us (Acts 25:11).  But we do not have a biblical mandate to make this the kingdom of God now, nor to be the King’s agents to reign over the earth.  Christ will be the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords when He comes again, and we will be with Him and will reign with Him when He comes again, in resurrected bodies, but not in these present bodies.

The ‘acid test’

When the Apostle Paul came into Ephesus, he came into a grossly pagan city (Acts 18,  19 and 20).  Ephesus was a Roman provincial capital with a Roman governor, and about 3000 Roman soldiers were stationed there.  It has been said that Ephesus and Corinth were known as some of the most immoral cities in the Roman Empire.  Here is a sampling of some of the moral and spiritual issues in Ephesus:
· Prostitutes were common and even available in different categories.  There was a house of prostitution to the immediate left of the public library. 
· Like some of the Roman emperors in New Testament times who were known to have been gay or bisexual, such practices were common in Ephesus.  
· Slavery, of course, was common, and even some Christians were slaves (Ephesians 6:5-8).  A person who bought a slave was free to molest or abuse the slave in nearly unlimited degree.
· It was legal in Ephesus, as in all the Roman Empire, for people to abuse, abandon, and even outright kill their children – even in public, at any age, for any reason or without one.  Abortion was not only legal, but accepted in the culture, as was the killing of a child right after birth.
· The making of idols, and the presence of pagan temples was very prominent (Acts 19; the temple of Artemis was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world).  The presence of temple prostitutes in Ephesus has been both claimed and disputed.   
· Theft was without penalty, as long as the thief could get within a bowshot of the temple of Artemis (as likely evidenced by what Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:28).
In view of the above gross immorality, child abuse, molestation and murder, and other evidences of rampant moral and spiritual depravity, do we find any evidence that the apostle Paul instituted demonstrations, voter canvassing, political campaigns, or in any other way sought to change the culture or take over the political system or exert social influence such as to directly reduce the immorality, childe abuse, etc.?  In a word, no.

Paul did carry out evangelism among both the Jews and the Gentiles (Acts 18 and 19), and then taught at least the church elders for three years day and night (Acts 20:31).    Later he sent Timothy to Ephesus to correct the false teachers (1 Timothy 1:1ff).  Four decades later the Lord even spoke to the church at Ephesus in Revelation 2:1-17, and they were corrected, but nothing was said about their need to influence the world or to act as agents for the King, so as to reign on earth and establish the kingdom now.      
So in view of all of the above, a biblical understanding of what the apostles did, and what the apostles called for believers to do both individually and in the churches, does not set forth a mandate for Christians to change the culture, take control of the government, influence voting, or enforce a Christian culture upon the US or anywhere else.  What the apostles did set forth was focused upon one’s relationship and fellowship with the Lord, personal and church spiritual growth, and the living out of the gospel among believers.  Prayer for the leaders in the government are called for so that believers are free to carry out these things (1 Timothy 2:1-2).
Believers are free to exercise the rights granted to them by the government (Acts 25:11), to vote and influence voting in lawful ways, and even to seek and hold political offices             (a possible reference to that is found in Romans 16:23).  Believers are also free to be involved in lawful political and social action of various kinds, to the extent that their efforts are not in conflict with the purposes and intents that God has revealed in Scripture.  The law in the US does limit the political involvement and expression of churches and church leaders if those churches desire to have and maintain their tax-exempt and tax deductible contribution status.    

Q&A: Are there limits to how far I should be subject to the government?  Should Christians passively resist government controls and obligations?  When?

A: While the question above deals with those who believe that Christians have a mandate to take over the US government, influence voting, and enforce a Christian culture upon the US, this question goes the other way.  It asks either what circumstances would indicate that a believer ought to refuse to be subject to the government, or whether a believer ought to have a constant stance of passive resistance to government.  Related to these questions is whether a believer has a biblical basis for being a pacifist – resisting,  in whatever degree, participation in and support of military service, or even going so far as military resistance to or overthrow of the existing government.
Some of the principles and applicable passages that address the starting point for answering the above questions include:

· Matthew 18:24-27; 22:21, Mark 12:17 and Luke 20:25 regarding paying taxes.
· Romans 13:1-7 regarding being subject to the government and paying taxes.
· Titus 3:1 and 1 Peter 2:13-17 regarding being subject to the government.

Now there may be times when a believer has to do what God wants, and set aside what the government in authority says to do or not do, and take the consequences.  Examples of this very principle are recorded for us by Dr. Luke:

Acts 4:13-22 (NASU, as are those that follow)
Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they                 were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them               as having been with Jesus. 14 And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in reply. 15 But when they had ordered them to leave the Council, they began to confer with one another, 16 saying, "What shall we do with these men? For the fact that a noteworthy miracle has taken place through them is apparent to all who live in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 "But so that it will not spread any further among the people, let us warn them to speak no longer to any man in this name." 18 And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it   is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; 20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard." 21 When they had threatened them further, they let them go (finding no basis on which to punish them)     on account of the people, because they were all glorifying God for what had happened; 22 for the man was more than forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been performed.             

Acts 5:17-21, 27-30
But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy. 18 They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public jail. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the prison, and taking them out he said, 20 "Go, stand and speak to the people in the temple the whole message of this Life." 21 Upon hearing this, they entered into the temple about daybreak and began to teach… When they had brought them, they stood them before the Council. The high priest questioned them, 28 saying, "We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man's blood upon us." 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men."
Now there are some within Christendom who take the view that Christians should have as little to do with government as possible, and those who hold this view are often pacifists of some degree as well.  Those who hold to this persuasion have been present in varying number and kind from the second century up to the present.  It does not appear, however, that this view is supported by Scripture:

Luke 3:14

Some soldiers were questioning him [John the Baptist], saying, "And what about us, what shall we do?" And he said to them, "Do not take money from anyone by force, or accuse anyone falsely, and be content with your wages."

Note that while John the Baptist had the opportunity, he did not tell them to stop being soldiers.  In Matthew 5:41 Jesus said that if a soldier forces a disciple to carry his things for one mile, to carry his things two miles.

Matthew 8:5-13 (see also Luke 7:2-10)
And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, imploring Him, 6 and saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented." 7 Jesus said to him, "I will come and heal him."  8 But the centurion said, " Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 "For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes, and to another, 'Come!' and he comes, and to my slave, 'Do this!' and he does it." 10 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, "Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.  11 "I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven;  12 but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."  13 And Jesus said to the centurion, "Go; it shall be done for you as you have believed." And the servant was healed that very moment.
The above account is very positive regarding the centurion, and yet Christ said nothing against the centurion’s military position – even though the centurion had military authority over Jews in the land of Israel.  This centurion is one of several who appear in the gospels and in the book of Acts, and in each case the biblical record speaks positively of the centurion: 
The centurion at Christ’s crucifixion, who declared that Christ was the Son of  the God: Mark 15:37-39; Matthew 27:54 and Luke 23:44-47.

The centurion Cornelius, who became a believer, along with others in the household, upon Peter’s testimony: Acts chapter 10.

The centurions of Antonia fortress who treated Paul favorably, finally providing extraordinary protection on the travel to Caesarea: Acts 21:30-33; 22:24-26; 23:16-24.

The centurion Julius who escorted Paul to Rome allowed Paul to have extraordinary privileges, and even listened to Paul’s advice: Acts 27 and 28.

The centurions were all portrayed favorably, and in no case were they exhorted to cease being soldiers, even when Cornelius the centurion became a believer.
For more detail on this point see the handout “26 Law & Grace Series – Supplement: Centurions in the Gospels & in the book of Acts”, July 10, 2005.
� “My people” in this context refers to Israel.


� Exodus 3:13-15, “Then Moses said to God, "Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you.' Now they may say to me, 'What is His name?' What shall I say to them?" 14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'" 15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.  'This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to   all generations.” (NASU)








Holly Hills Bible Church - 26 Law & Grace Series – July 10, 2011
Q&A: Do Christians have a mandate regarding the government?                                           Q&A: What about being subject to the government? - Page 6 of 6

