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WHAT IS A COVENANT ?

i

PARTY # 1

COVENANT (AGREEMENT
OR BINDER)

PARTY # 2

DEFINITION :
*A COVENANT ( DIATHEKE =TO PLACE BETWEEN TWO PARTIES SO ASTO
BIND THEM TOGETHER - e.g. MARRIAGE)

TYPES :

1.
2,

CONDITIONAL
UNCONDITIONAL

DURATIONS :

1.
2.

TEMPORAL
ETERNAL
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WHAT IS A COVENANT ?
Definition:
“dia” = a preposition: itmeans “ between two"”
“theke” =from a verb which means “to put or place”
“diatheke” = to putor place between two parties (e.g man & God)
Types:
1. Conditional: A covenantin which man has to fulfill his responsibility before
God will do His part. If man failsin his part God is not obligated
to fulfill His part.
2. Unconditional: A covenantin which God makes certain promises and will
fulfill them in His timing and man has no responsibilities
in the fulfillment. God does desire that man believe Him.
Duration:

1. Temporal - A covenantin which the duration is limited.

2. Eternal - A covenant which is durative for all eternity.
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BIBLICAL COVENANTS & THEIR RELATIONSHIPS HOW DO DISPENSATIONS & COVENANTS RELATE ? L
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KING "7 Earth
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S THE ETERNAL COVENANT - HEB 13:20 — ———————— | ISRAEL’S NEW COVENANT
JER 31: 31-34
GOD THE SON AGREEMENT GOD THE FATHER
“THE GREAT SHEPHERD” “THE GOD OF PEACE"
s TIME: DURING MILLENNIAL KINGDOM
«...THROUGH THE BLOOD..” «... THAT BROUGHT AGAIN FROM * PLACE: IN PALESTINE (ON EARTH)
AGREES TO SHED HIS BLOOD ULu=tel= e SR SO + KINGDOM: CHRIST IS KING RULING ON DAVID'S THRONE
(
FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD ) ( AGREES TO RAISE UP CHRIST) « PROMISES:
« GOD WRITES LAW (OF KINGDOM) IN THEIR HEARTS
REASONS: * THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL INDWELL THEM
= BLOOD / DEATH - WITHOUT THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD THERE IS NO FORGIVENESS OF SINS * ISRAEL WILL RECEIVE EARTHLY PHYSICAL BLESSINGS
-HEB 9:22
» THE RESURRECTION - WITHOUT THE RESURRECTION WE WOULD STILL BE IN OUR SINS Ui Elele Dl iliol, Pt
-1 COR 15:17
-IT°S THE PROOF THAT GOD IS SATISFIED WITH CHRIST'S WORK * DURATION: ETERNAL

-1 COR 15:1-4; 1 JN 2:2
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REFERENCES
JER. 101 D O 0 O OV 9

1. Wame of Covenant: New Covenant 3131 8:8
2. The 2 Parties: 31:31 8:8,10 36:21,22 |37:21,
God & Tsrael  (Tsrael 10 tribes) & (Judah2 iribes) 2228
3. Time of covenant: “Days to come" (future) 3131 &:10
-Inthe day of the Lord = Kingdom Jer. 31:38-40" Zech. 14:1-21
4. Primary Features
a God puis His law in their inward p aris 3133 3627 |37:24
God puts His law in their mind (sing.) 8:10
b. God writes His law in their hearts (vs. stone) 31:33 8:10 36:26
¢. God will be Israel's God 31:33 8:10 36:28 372327
d. sraelwillhe God'speople 3133 | 810 3628 (37:23,27
e. AllIscael shall know God 31:34 8:11
£ God will forgive their iniquity (-R) 31:34 8:12 36:25,33 |37:23
g God will rememb er their sin 7o more 31:34 8:12
h. God will give Isael indwelling Holy Spirit 36:26,27
5. The medintor (zo-between, guarantee): Christ 8:6
6. Comparison of New to OM covenant (Mosaic Covenand) 8:6-9
a. New Cov. contains hetter promises than ol
b. OM Cov. did noi bind Israel & God iogether
¢. OM Cov. wasp erfect for revealing sin
d. OM Cov. could not take away sin & impart life
e. OM Cov. is holy, righteous & good- hut the peop e
were fauliy (ie. their oM sin nature) - Jer. 31:32
7. Events surrounding New Covenant
a Israel willbe brought into their own land 324 (3721
b. raelwilldwell in the kand (never scattered again) 36:28
¢. Israel will receive earthly physicalh kessings 36:29.38
e.g increased grain, no famine, multip ied fruit
desolate land tilled, ruined cities inhab ited
d. raelwillhe one unified nation vs. 2 kingdoms mnn
e. Israelwill have a king over them T2
£ Israel will turn away from idols & other zods 37:23
g David shallhe king over Lsrael & prince forever 372425
h. Israel to dwellin the land forever 37:28
i Covenant of peace heiween God & Israel - everlsting 37:26
j- God will set his sanctuary in the land - forevermore 37:26,28
k The nations will recognize Israel & their God - forevermore 37:28
8. Duration of New Covenant: Everhstin Gen. 12:1-3; 17:7,8; Ezek. 37324 28

9. Plce of New Covenant: Planet earih - land of Palestine -Ezek 36:24: 37:21.22
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THE CHURCH’S NEW COVENANT

SOME KEY POINTS

1. THE REVELATION OF THE COVENANT:
* PAUL RECEIVED IT DIRECTLY FROMTHELORD - 1COR 11:23
* THE REVELATION WAS PERSONALLY GIVEN TO PAUL BY CHRIST
-GAL 1:11,12,156-18
* ITWAS TOTALLY SEPARATE & DISTINCT FROM ISRAEL'S NEW COVENANT
-JER 31:31-34; EZEK 36:21-28; 1 COR 10:16-18
« THECHURCH'S NEW COVENANT WAS NOT PREVIOUSLY REVEALED

2. DEFINITIONS:
« ACOVENANT ( DIATHEKE =TO PLACE BETWEEN TWO PARTIES SO AS TO BIND
THEM TOGETHER - e.g. MARRIAGE)
« THE TWO PARTIES: JESUS CHRIST & YOU (THE BELIEVER)
* THE COVENANT: “THE CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT” ( SEENOTE)
3. THEESSENCE OF THE COVENANT:
« THECUP REPRESENTS CHRIST'S BLOOD / DEATH WHICH IS PART OF THE
“ETERNAL COVENANT" (HEB 13:20)
= HE DIED AND SHED HIS BLOOD ON THE CROSS:
(1) FOR OUR SINS - AS OUR SUBSTITUTE -1JN 2:2; 2COR 5:19
(2) UNTO SIN (OUR SIN NATURE) - AS OUR REPRESENTATIVE
- ROM 6:1-10; 2COR 5: 21
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3. WHAT ARE THE MAJOR COVENANTS ?

THE CHURCH’S NEW COVENANT

U LORD JESUS CHRIST COVENANT (BINDER) BELIEVERS
1 COR 11:22-26; MT 26:26-29;
MK 14:22-25; LK 22:14-20; 2 COR
2:6
u_a
“THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT “ -1COR 11:25

* THE CUP REPRESENTS CHRIST'S BLOOD / DEATH ON THE CROSS
OF THE ETERNAL COVENANT (HEB 13:20)

* THE NEW COVENANT IS THE APPROPRIATION OF THE CUP OF THE
ETERNAL COVENANT TO EVERY BELIEVER BY GOD

* THE CUP ( CHRIST'S BLOOD / DEATH)
= BINDS YOU { POSITIONALLY) TO CHRIST'S DEATH

* YOU GROW (CONDITIONALLY) IN CONFORMITY TO HIS DEATH -PHIL 3:10
(DEATH TO SELF)
* BINDS YOU TO CHRIST'S RESURRECTION LIFE & FELLOWSHIP -PHIL 3:10
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THE CHURCH’S NEW COVENANT

. THEESSENCE OF THE COVENANT: (CONT’'D)

«THECUP IS A CUP OF BLESSING BECAUSE IT PROCURED FOR US
RIGHTEOUSNESS AND LIFE {(HIS LIFE) - ROM 3:21-26; GAL 3:21;1 COR 10:16

* THE NEW COVENANT IS THE APPROPRIATION OF THE CUP OF THE
ETERNAL COVENANT TO EVERY BELIEVER BY GOD

*THECUP { CHRIST'S BLOOD f DEATH ) :

* BINDS YOU ( POSITIONALLY) TO CHRIST'S DEATH - ROM 6:3
* YOU GROW (CONDITIONALLY) IN CONFORMITY TO HIS DEATH - PHIL 3:10
(DEATH TO SELF)
* BINDS YOU TO CHRIST'S RESURRECTION LIFE & FELLOWSHIP - ROM 6:4,
PHIL 3:10

4. TYPE OF COVENANT: UNCONDITIONAL
5. DURATION OF THE COVENANT: ETERNAL
6. THELORD'S TABLE IS AREMEMBRANCE OF THE NEW COVENANT

R. HENDERSOM/H. MOLLOY 12. 1 DEC 2002



MAJOR BIBLE THEMES
HHBC

NOTES ON 1 COR 11:25

*“THE CUP” IS THE SUBJECT OF THE SENTENCE

*THE VERB “IS” IS A “LINKING"” OR “ESSENCE" VERB
(IT DEFINES THE QUALITY OR NATURE OF THE CUP)

*PRESENT TENSE = CONTINUOUS ACTION IN THE PRESENT
*INDICATIVE MODE = A REALITY

*THE NEW COVENANT IS THE SUBJECT COMPLEMENT OR “PREDICATE
NOMINATIVE” - WHICH IDENTIFIES THE CUP

*CONCLUSION: THE CUP (CHRIST'S BLOOD / THE CROSS) CONTINUOUSLY
EXISTS AS GOD'S MEANS FOR BINDING OR UNITING THE
BELIEVER TO CHRIST (THE NEW COVENANT RELATIONSHIP)
CONDITIONALLY
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‘-——_‘U SUMMARY OF THE COVENANTS

Covenant : Ref. : 2Parties : Major Aspects 1 Type :Duration
Eternal {Heb13:20 :Father & : Christ would shed His blood (die)  Conditional  :Eternal
- ISon - -

Abrahamic {Gen121-3 iGod& i
: :Abraham :

Palestinian  : Deut 30:1-10 : God &
: : lsrael

Davidic i 28am 7:4-16 : God &
: ! lsrael

! God would resurrect Him

{ AlLand, A Seed, A Blessing {Unconditional ; Eternal
God reaffirms & describes “land” ?Jnoonditional EEternaI
: portion of Abrahamic Covenant : H

God reaffirms & describes “seed” EUnoonditionaI Eternal
: portion of Abrahamic Covenant. H

Provides a king, throne & kingdom

lsracl's New | Jer 31:31-34 ( God &
£ : Israel

Mosaic | Ex 20:1-31:18: God &
H i lsrael

Church's New i1 Cor 11:23-26 Christ &
i i Believers

R. HENDERSOM/H. MOLLOY

God reaffirms & describes “blessing"é Unoonditionalé Eternal
: portion of Abrahamic Covenant H

If Israel keeps God’'s law = blessing; EConditionaI E‘I'emporal
i If they do not = cursing : g

the appropriation of the cup(Christ’s EUnoonditionaIEEternal

death) of the Eternal Covenant to

i every believer
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