Since 1 Corinthians 7 addresses a variety of issues in marriage, divorce, and singleness, we’ll select those portions of the chapter that focus directly on Christian marriage.   

A key observation as we approach this passage is that no one passage addresses all the possible questions and topics, so we must look at all the applicable passages to gain the whole teaching of Scripture on a subject.  For example, while several New Testament passages teach on the relationship between husband and wife, only Ephesians 5:22-33 teaches that the husband and wife relationship is based upon the relationship between Christ and church.  

________________________________________________________________________

1 Corinthians Chapter 7:1-9, 32-35

Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is good for a man not to touch a woman
. 2 But because of immoralities
, each man is to have his own wife, and each woman is to have her own husband.
 3 The husband must fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband.
 4 The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.
 
5 Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.
 6 But this I say by way of concession, not of command. 7 Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am. However, each man has his own gift from God, one in this manner, and another in that.
 8 But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain even as I. 9 But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; for it is better to marry than to burn with passion. 

32 But I want you to be free from concern. One who is unmarried is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord; 33 but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how he may please his wife, 34 and his interests are divided.
 The woman who is unmarried, and the virgin, is concerned about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and spirit; but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how she may please her husband. 35 This I say for your own benefit; not to put a restraint upon you, but to promote what is appropriate and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

� Paul has been addressing as series of questions and issues that have come up in the church at Corinth.  So he begins this section of his letter by addressing the statement, “It is good for a man not to touch a woman”.  In reaction to the open immorality, some were apparently promoting the idea that abstinence – even for married couples - is God’s ideal.  Paul is correcting their imbalanced understanding, though some interpreters see this as Paul stating his viewpoint.. 





� Premarital and extramarital sexual relationships were the norm for the Greek culture of biblical times, and Corinth was well known for being even more inclined to these kinds of sexual relationships.  The Greek word porneia used here means any sexual relations outside of marriage.  Paul is seeking to have the Corinthian believers recognize that there is a biblically valid expression of sexuality, and that exclusively for a husband and wife within marriage.





� Based on this passage (see verse 7) and Matthew 19:11, 12, marriage is the typical arrangement for adult believers, and singleness is an exceptional gift.





� The NASB translation makes this seem like physical sexual relations are simply a duty, but there are two elements in the words Paul chooses that have positive implications: 1) The word translated “due” in some contexts has the meaning “reward”, and 2) the Greek word not brought out sufficiently in this translation is eunoia = good will or benevolence.  This word is sometimes used synonymously for word meaning blessing or kindness.  This “obligation of good will” is mutual between the husband and wife.  More than being simply mechanical fulfillment, then, there is a Scriptural basis for the husband learning and pursuing how to please the wife and the wife learning and pursuing how to please her husband.





� Although Paul elsewhere makes clear that there is a biblical authority structure that God has put into place in a marriage – even in I Corinthians 11:3 - that authority structures does not override the obligation to meet the sexual desires of either spouse.  Meeting the “obligation of good will” between husband and wife means that sexual relations are not to be made a “bargaining chip” or a point of leverage between the husband and wife.  





� There are valid times and reasons for abstaining from sexual relations, and Paul gives one in this passage.  Other valid reasons may be things like illness or circumstances.  These, however, should not be permitted to slide from a place of validity into a place of manipulation, abuse or neglect.  The word translated “depriving” in verse 6 means to defraud, and even included the idea of stealing or robbing.  Such defrauding was not spiritual, but rather an opportunity for Satan.  Abstaining within marriage is by 1) agreement, 2) for a time & 3) for a purpose.  The word translated “coming together” is symphonos, from which we get our word “symphony”.  Paul is pointing to a harmonious agreement between the husband and wife in their physical relationships with one another.





� See footnote numbers 1 and 3. 





� In this passage, Paul recognizes that singleness allows for a more singular devotion of time, motivations, and priorities directly to the work the Lord has set them to, but he also sees singleness as a special gift, and that for most, marriage will be the usual and valid means of expression of the sexuality the Lord has built into believing men and women.  The reference to “the world” is not in the evil sense that Paul uses it elsewhere, but simply to the requirements of fulfilling one another’s physical needs.  In Ephesians 5:22-33, however, Paul makes it clear that marriage is not simply a worldly arrangement, but rather the living out of an analogy of the relationship between Christ and church.  Marriage, having been established by God even before the fall, is fully spiritually founded, even while including in it the mutual fulfillment of physical needs and the associated emotional longings and desires.
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