



GRACE




Introduction:
There are two operating systems under which men conduct their lives; 

· Law system

· Grace system
All men are under some sort of law system, whether imposed by God or imposed by the culture they live in or imposed by themselves. All men desire rules of conduct because they are not capable of moral self direction.

Only believers are under a grace system

The verse that will be our guiding verse is:

Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under law, but under grace.
Two questions we will answer during this class:
1. What is grace?

2. What does it mean to be under grace?
Ask the class “What is grace?” 

The Christian life is not lived by a set of rules

Two statements about every believer

1. We are not under the Law. Why?

Hebrews 7:11-12 For the priesthood being changed, there is made of 



necessity a change also of the law. 



Law being changed, Transposed, to put something in 



place of another.




We are not under the law because something has been 



changed.


2 Cor 3:7-11 The 10 Commandments  “that law had been done 




away” katargeō to abolish nullify or make something 



inoperative.




We are not under the law because law has been done 



away


Romans 7:6 “we have been discharged from the law” katargeō 




technical legal term that means discharged from some 



thing

2. We are under grace. Charis.


A. As Greeks used the word: came from a stem that meant to 



give pleasure. Anything, charming, attractive, beautiful. 



Charisma is a word we get from this root. 


  Luke 4:22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious 


words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not 


this Joseph's son? 



The words were beautiful attractive charming


   Col. 4:6 Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned 




with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to 





answer each one. 


Believers speech should be attractive, charming. Salt means an 


ability to put a phrase real well. 


B. The Greeks used charis in a second way: Used as a favor 



done for somebody.

Aristotle’s definition: “Something conferred freely with no expectation of return and finding its source in the bounty and the free heartedness of the giver”


Example: do a favor for someone out of your heart with no 
expectation of return, just because one wanted to do it.


Acts 7:10 and delivered him out of all his afflictions, and 



gave him favor (charis) and wisdom before Pharaoh king 



of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all 



his house.

C. The Greeks used charis in a third way: Used as a response for a 

      favor done.



What is the one good English word in response to a favor done? 

Thank You. 



2 Cor 8: 16 But thanks (charis) be to God, who puts the same 


earnest care for you into the heart of Titus. 


The whole concept of giving enters into this picture:



What would be wrong motivations for giving?




Are we obligated to give an offering?





We need it for the budget?





I feel like I should give 10%



What  would be a proper motivation for giving?


2 Cor 8:19 and not only so, but who was also appointed by 



the churches to travel with us in the matter of this grace, 



which is ministered by us to the glory of the Lord, and to 



show our readiness: 



The offering is called grace. Will the ushers please come 



forward for the “thank you”




The only reason for giving is (pure grace, not 




obligation) showing my thankfulness for what He has 



done for me. Started back in 2 Cor. 8:1 We want you to 



know, brothers, about God's grace that was given to the 



churches of Macedonia. 

So we can see that the motivation for Christian living is a grateful 
heart and not rules. 
· When grace is understood it always brings forth “thank you”.


D. As grace is seen in the Old Testament

Ex 32: 1-6 the unmerited setting: And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 
2 And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. 
3 And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. 
4 And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 
5 And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD. 
6 And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 



God as the author doing a favor for man and 
· in every case it is unmerited. 
· In almost every context it is man deserving the total opposite of what he got.  


Verse 30 shows that this is a sin: And it came to pass on the 


morrow, that Moses said unto the people, Ye have sinned a 


great sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I 


shall make an atonement for your sin. 


Chapter 33 shows how deserving they were not. Verse 13


Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found grace in thy sight, 


show me now thy way, that I may know thee, that I may find 


grace in thy sight: and consider that this nation is thy people. 



Ch 34:1 God gives them blessing: And the LORD said unto 


Moses, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first: and I 


will write upon these tables the words that were in the first 


tables, which thou broke. 



 Vv6 Lord God is merciful and gracious: And the LORD passed 

by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, 


merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness 

and truth, 
· The people gave sin, God responded in grace.



Zach. 12:10  Same setting:. And I will pour upon the house of 


David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 


grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom 


they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one 



mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as 


one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.


Numbers 14:19 Background is always sin. Pardon, I beseech 


thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of 


thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt 


even until now. 



Psalm 51:1 David’s sin and Gods quality to forgive:  Have 


mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: 



according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my 


transgressions. 
Are we under the same grace as these Old Testament examples?

This is not the same as the grace that we are under. 

If this is exciting, then imagine what is coming. 
“The law was given by Moses but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”
· Because it was an unmerited favor it never put the giver of the favor 
under obligation. 
· The giver just did it because he wanted to do it, it 
was part of his character.
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