An Introduction to the Questions & Answers (Q&A) Elective
What are we doing here?!

For the months ahead – possibly through the end of 2010 – we will be answering questions from Scripture, about Scripture, and related to Scripture.  The questions              may be of a number of different kinds, including questions like these – and more:

· It does seem like there are a number of puzzling passages - what does each one mean?

· With all the different viewpoints on the Bible, how can we be sure which one is right?

· What are the limits of our knowledge from Scripture?

· What are the limits of our certainty about things in God’s word?

· What does the Bible say about the various political and economic systems?

· Should Christians try to make this a Christian nation – again (was it ever?)?

· Are there limits to how far I should be subject to the government?

· Should Christians passively resist government controls and obligations?  When? 

· What about the things the Bible doesn’t tell us much about that still seem to be a part of the Bible, or relevant to it?

· Can a person lose his or her salvation willfully, or by neglect - or by any means at all?

· Is it more important to love other people or to stand on the truth?

· Should believers seek to clarify their understanding of things, or give up on clarifying their understanding as futile?

· Why does the Bible offer lots of detail - even redundancy - on some things, but minimal detail on some other things?

· How should I deal with those people who come knocking at my door trying to persuade me toward their own brand of ‘Christianity”?

· Why does the Bible have a number of verses and even whole chapters on love,                  but also has other places where God tells the Israelites to kill absolutely everybody?

· Some people claim that there is no evidence that the Israelites were ever in Egypt, or went through the Exodus as led by Moses or conquered the Promised Land, led by Joshua.  How do we answer that?

· Some people also claim that the book of Daniel was written several hundred years after the time it claims to have been written.  Similar claims are made for Chapters 40-66 of the book of Isaiah.  How do we answer that?

· There are those who say that Christ wasn’t actually raised from the dead, but instead simply swooned and then recovered, and others claim that His body was stolen by the disciples, and still others that it was just a case of misidentification of the location where Jesus was buried.  What sort of answer do we have for them?

· There are also those who have said that the Gospels were all written much later than the events described, and that the real authors of those books never actually met Jesus or knew any of the people whose names are given in the Gospels.  What do we say?

The questions above are a sampling of the many kinds of questions we can and will ask.

What approach will we take?
There are two parts to the answer to this question, and those are: 

1) How will we select the questions, and 

2) How will we go about answering the questions?
We will select the questions in three ways:

· We will have some questions chosen by the elders, to start.

· You will have an opportunity to choose questions from a list of questions.
· You will have opportunities to ask additional questions of your own choosing.
We won’t try to keep the questions from certain categories constrained to certain periods of time, since the questions that arise may come randomly.  As long as people in the elective have further questions, we will continue the elective, except that we will limit this elective to one year (all of 2010), deciding one quarter (3 months) at a time whether the elective will continue.  
Our approach to answering the questions will be in keeping with the Holly Hills Bible Church doctrinal statement, which addresses the content, inspiration, and authority of the Bible and Dispensational Interpretation, using a grammatical-historical approach:

The Bible – We believe that all the authors of the entire Old and New Testaments wrote by the guidance of the Holy Spirit (i.e., verbal inspiration). Those books are completely inerrant and infallible in the original writings. They are the final authority for faith and practice, and the means through which believers behold Christ (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 1 Peter 1:10-12; 2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Galatians 1:11-17; 1 Thessalonians 2:13).     

Dispensational Interpretation – We believe that Scripture is to be interpreted according to its grammatical and historical context, including that God, Who does not change, deals in a different manner with the Gentile nations, the people of Israel, and the God-created body of heavenly saints called “the Church”. We believe that all who are saved of all time are saved entirely by faith in Christ, either looking forward or back to the cross. (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Romans 11:1, 2; 1 Corinthians 9:17, 10:32; Ephesians 1:10,    2:11-22, 3:2; Colossians 1:25).
The details of how we will approach Scripture are more fully conveyed in the material  for the elective “How to Study the Bible”, which was taught at Holly Hills Bible Church (http://hollyhillsbiblechurch.org/?page_id=63&series_id=60&series_page=20) in the October-December quarter of 2007.

With that as an introduction, we’ll take on our 1st Question & Answer (Q&A 1).

Q&A 1: Why is the church not ‘the Kingdom’, & why doesn’t Holly Hills Bible Church refer to Christ as ‘my King’ or ‘our King’?
A: We will answer this question in three ways: from history, from the Bible, and by referring to other writings by Holly Hills Bible Church.

Some history about ‘the church as the kingdom’ and ‘Christ as the church’s King’

The ‘church as the kingdom’ and ‘Christ as the church’s King’ came not from the Bible, but rather came to prominence in the 3rd and 4th centuries as:

1) The church adopted a forced allegorical interpretation upon Scripture, based upon admiring the pagan Greek philosophers, and their allegorized approach to Greek myths, some Christians even saying the Greek philosophers were just as inspired as the Bible. 

2) The church did not understand that Christ voluntarily died in our place (Galatians 2:20; Hebrews 12:1, 2), instead thinking that the Jews rejected Christ, who was born the King of the Jews (Matthew 2:2), and are responsible for His death, such that the kingdom and Christ’s Kingship were then transferred to the church, so that the church is the kingdom and Christ is the church’s King.  The church, therefore, replaces the nation and people of Israel.

3) With the adoption of Christianity as the religion of the Roman Empire, under Constantine, Christianity as the kingdom seemed to make literal sense to Christians. The biblical kingdom, a literal 1000 year reign of Christ over the earth in the future, seemed to be unnecessary, since Christ could now reign as King through the church, which was the kingdom – and ruled through the ‘Christianized’ Roman Empire.  To many of the Christians, the literal reign of Christ on earth was seen as too full of earthly pleasures, so this inclined them to set aside a literal interpretation of Millennial kingdom passages as unacceptable.
4) Based upon the above teachings, it was commonly taught by those of this persuasion  (but not universally), that God hates the Jews and good Christians ought to do the same, since those hateful Jews are ‘the Christ-killers’.

5) Also, since it was understood that Christ is the church’s King, and the church is the kingdom, then the church is to operate under a principle of law, rather than grace. Those differences are not just theological quibbling, but impact how a person is to live and by what power they live, and how they are blessed by God, where their hope lies, and the church’s eternal relationship with Christ.

There are three ways in which the title ‘King’ is fitting for God or Christ

· God is the King over the universe that He created, including both visible (physical) and invisible (spiritual) aspects and beings of His creation (2 Chronicles 20:6; Psalm 47; 57:11; 83:18; 97:9; 103:19; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 23:24
· ).  His reign in this regard is from heaven, and includes His reign from heaven over Israel and the nations.

· Christ as King of the Jews, as will be seen in the coming Millennial kingdom
 (Matthew 2:2; 25:34, 40; 27:11; Mark 15:2; Luke 23:3; John 1:49).  The Millennial kingdom and Christ (Messiah) as King over that kingdom is a prominent teaching of most of the Old Testament prophets, and even of the angel Gabriel’s announcement about Jesus to Mary (1 Chronicles 17:10-15; Isaiah 11; Luke 1:26-38).  His reign will be from Jerusalem in Israel.

· Christ as King of kings & Lord of lords, where He will reign over the nations      (aka Gentiles, peoples) of the entire earth, as will be seen in the coming Millennial kingdom (Psalm 2; Zechariah 8:20-23; Revelation 19:16).  He is called King of kings because the kings of the nations are referred to as ‘the kings of the earth
’ 22 times from 1 Kings 4:34 to Revelation 21:24.  He will be King over all of them, and consequently over any authority under each of the kings of the earth (so He                    will be Lord of lords).  His reign will be from Jerusalem in Israel.

However…

While Scripture supports the above uses of the title ‘King’ in regards to God or Christ, the elders and teachers at Holly Hills are often careful to avoid referring to Christ as the Church’s King, ‘our’ King, or ‘my’ King for a few reasons:

Though Christ is repeatedly called the ‘King of the Jews’, and also called the ‘King of kings’ over the kings of the earth (the Gentiles), in no place is Christ called the church’s ‘King’, nor does anyone in the church (from Acts 2 on, apostles or otherwise) refer to Christ as their King, although He is repeatedly called ‘Lord’.  
There are some similarities between the salvation of those saved from among the Gentiles, from among the Jews, and of those in the Church (see subsequent Q&A 3, Just because something was said to the Jews…, January 10, 2010).  But the differences in the spiritual position between the Gentiles, Israel and the Church are substantial.  Those differences impact how a person is to live and by what power they live, and how they    are blessed by God, and where their hope lies.

An important difference among the three people groups (Gentiles, Israel, and the Church), is their relationship to Jesus Christ, which continues to be distinct on into the Millennial kingdom and on into Eternity – in the New Heavens and New Earth.  The distinction in our relationship with Christ for us who are in the Church is not academic, nor simply a matter of sectarian preference, but is deeply connected with ‘Who we are in Christ’ and the character of our relationship with Him, as God has chosen and revealed those things to be.

Below is a brief description of the distinct relationship that the Gentiles, Israel, and the Church will have with Christ in the coming Millennial kingdom and in the New Heavens and New Earth:

	Millennial Kingdom
	New Heavens & New Earth

	Christ is King of kings over the kings of the earth; Gentiles come to Christ through Israel in Jerusalem, bringing the glory and honor of nations. (Psalm 72:10-11; Isaiah 60:5-11; Zechariah 8:20-23; Revelation 19:16).


	Gentiles come to Christ through Israel, with the kings of the earth bringing the glory and honor of the nations into the New Jerusalem where the King of kings reigns (Revelation 21:12-13, 22-26).

	Christ is Israel’s King; the people of Israel are in the place of access to Christ in this earth’s Jerusalem; Jews have their New Covenant (Isaiah 60:14-16; Jeremiah 31:31; Zechariah 8:20-23). 


	Christ is Israel’s (aka Jacob’s) King; the people of Israel are at the gates of access to Christ in the New Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 17:14; Luke 1:33; Revelation 21:12-13).

	The Church, founded by the apostles (Ephesians 2:20), is always with the Lord   Jesus Christ as His bride (Romans 7:1-6; 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:22-33; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 19:7-9).


	The Church (the apostles’ place in founding   the Church is honored in the foundation stones of the New Jerusalem: Revelation 21:14), is always with the Lord Jesus Christ as His bride forever (Revelation 21:9; 22:17).


So the distinction in the Church’s relationship with Christ, as compared to His relationship to the saved from among the Gentiles and Israel, is important for us to recognize, to learn about, to live by, and to set our hope.  That having been said, all of those saved, regardless of which people group they are in, will be just as joyous, and deeply satisfied with their relationship with Christ as the other – even though the character of that relationship is different among the three people groups.  Each of the three people groups will see their distinctive God-given part as harmoniously fulfilling God’s eternal purpose: that God’s glory be revealed, declared, and shared, that He would be glorified.  And all the saved - regardless of people group distinction – will see Christ as the Lamb of God Who took their sins upon Himself.

An illustration of maintaining differences in relationship because the differences matter greatly would be that of a man who is a son to his mother, a husband to his wife, and a father to his daughter.  The man loves all three of them dearly, but recognizes well that there is an important distinction in his relationship between those three women in his life, and he wants each of those women to understand the difference, not because he is just inexplicably particular or arbitrarily fussy, but because the unique relationship he has with each one is precious, and something exceedingly valuable is maintained by recognizing the uniqueness of each of those relationships.  This illustration is not perfect, of course, but Scripture compares the relationship between husband and wife to that of Christ and the Church following the wedding in the heavenlies. 

1 Timothy 1:17 reads, “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”

This verse, though it follows a verse that speaks of Christ, is a doxology about God, since it describes God as invisible, and says that He is God.  The King eternal is referring to God as the King over the universe.

The title ‘King of kings’ began from the time of the Babylonian empire into New Testament times to mean the supreme King over other kings of the conquered nations (Ezra 7:12; Ezekiel 26:7; Dan 2:37).  The ‘King of kings’ term meant King over the other Gentile kings, just like ‘God of gods’ meant that God was over the other Gentile gods (Deuteronomy 10:17; Daniel 2:47; 11:36).  ‘Lord of lords’ had a similar meaning.  These titles meant that the ‘God of gods’, ‘King of kings’, and ‘Lord of lords’ became so by conquering and subjugating the Gentile gods, kings, and lords.

Here are two passages in Revelation, with notes in brackets, to help see John’s intended meaning for the pair of terms “King of kings’ and “Lord of lords’:

Revelation 17:12-14 [This is parallel in time to the Revelation 19:11-19 passage below].

"The ten horns which you saw are ten kings [here are some of the kings to be conquered by Christ] who have not yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour. 13 "These have one purpose, and they give their power and authority to the beast. 14 "These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings [the Lamb – Christ – conquers and overcomes because He is Lord over the Gentile lords and King over the Gentile kings; He conquers and subjugates them], and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful. [these are the ones who are saved]"

Revelation 19:11-19 [This passage draws primarily from Psalm 2 and Joel 3:9-17]

And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. [These include all the angels, and all the resurrected saints of all time up to that time] 15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations [Psalm 2: Gentiles = ethnos], and He will rule them with a rod of iron [Psalm 2: these are resistant Gentile kings]; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty [Isaiah 63:1-6; Joel 3:9-17: both of these passages mention the peoples or nations = Gentiles = ethnos]. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." [see notes above regarding the meaning of this pair of terms]

17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven [the 1st heaven – the atmosphere], "Come, assemble for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings [Psalm 2:2] and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men [Joel 3:9] and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great." 

19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth [see Psalm 2 and ‘the kings of the earth’ in the 3rd bullet and footnote 2 on page 1 of the prior handout] and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.

Here is the Q&A schedule for the month of January and the first Sunday in February:

January
No

Q&A Topic

3
01
Why is the church not ‘the Kingdom’, & why doesn’t Holly Hills Bible Church refer to Christ as ‘my King’ or ‘our King’?

10

02

What Are ‘The Kingdom of God’ & ‘the Kingdom of Heaven’? 

17

03

Just because something was said to the Jews, does that mean it’s only written for the Jews?
24

04

What does the Bible say about worldviews & political Systems - I?
31

05

What does the Bible say about worldviews & political Systems - II?
February
No

Q&A Topic

7
06
Do Christians have a mandate to take over the US government, influence voting, and enforce a Christian culture upon the US?

� Also known as the kingdom, the kingdom of God, the kingdom of heaven, etc.  See the Sermon on the Mount series, “01 The Context: Matthew, History & Jewish Culture”, pages 6 and 7.”, which will be the basis for “02 Q&A Series – What Are The Kingdom of God & the Kingdom of Heaven”. 





� Isaiah 14 contains the variations ‘the leaders of the earth’ (once) and ‘the kings of the nations [Greek Old Testament: ethnos]’ (twice).  In Luke 22:25 Christ used the term ‘the kings of the Gentiles [ethnos]’.  Revelations 16:14 uses the term, “the kings of the whole world”.
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