Q&A 8: What is the character of ‘the transition’ from the ministry of Christ to the ministry of the apostles that is recorded in the four Gospels, Acts, and the rest of the      New Testament?

A: The “big picture” principle of progressive revelation

In God’s working with mankind from the sixth day of creation until the completion of Scripture, about 96 AD, there was a progression in God’s covenants, stewardships and revelation to mankind.  In that progressive revelation, mankind was given more spiritual information because:

1) Time passed and key events and personalities came along, so there was more to record.

2) God made promises or established covenants and stewardships that were recorded.

3) God held people responsible for what was revealed.

All Scripture is profitable (2 Timothy 3:16, 17), and even things that happened in times before, when God dealt very differently with people than He does now, are still given for our instruction (Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:11).  

When we study Scripture, it is important that we not study Scripture as if it were flat, that is,                as if all truth were revealed at once and all people have had everything revealed to them all the time.  We must also be careful not to read things back into past times that do not apply.  One reason that revelation is progressive is that truths are often revealed at a particular time because the time has finally come that what is revealed is true for the people of that time (for example, see Romans 7:4-6; “But now we have been released from the law…”).    

Christ’s ministry
Christ focused His earthly ministry upon the Jews, as well as that of the disciples, during the time of His earthly ministry:

Matthew 10:5-6

These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: "Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and               do not enter any city of the Samaritans; 6 but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."
Matthew 15:24

But He answered and said, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."
The only times that Christ travelled outside of the land of Israel during His earthly ministry was to enter land that was originally intended for Israel back in the time of Joshua (such as Christ’s travel to Tyre, which was supposed to be part of the lands of the tribe of Asher: Joshua 19:24-31).
Only during the last part of Christ’s ministry on earth did He begin to make any reference to                 the church, and most of that did not begin until the days before His crucifixion.  As Acts and                   the epistles reveal, most of what we know as church-specific truth was not revealed until after Christ was ascended.  Christ deliberately left that to the apostles to learn and to reveal:    

John 14:26

"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you."   
Acts of the Apostles

Acts begins with Christ ascended, the twelve apostles (including the replacement for Judas) listed, and Mary, the mother of Jesus mentioned by name for the last time.  They were all waiting for the promised Holy Spirit.  Though the church was begun in Acts 2, there was a great deal to learn and develop through the course of about three decades to the end of the book.  Here are some key milestones in the book of Acts:

Acts 2 – The Church begun and 3000 added to the church

Acts 9 – Paul turns from passionate enemy of the church to a believer

Acts 10 – Peter tells the gospel to the Gentiles for the 1st time

Acts 13-14 – Paul’s (& Barnabas’) 1st missionary journey

Acts 15 – Jerusalem council setting aside Law for the Gentiles; last mention of Peter

Acts 15:39 – 18:22 – Paul’s 2nd missionary journey

Acts 18:23 – 21:16 – Paul’s 3rd missionary journey

Acts 27- 28:16 – Paul’s journey to Rome

There was a series of parallel transitions throughout the approximately three decades that are included in the book of Acts:

· A transition in the understanding of the apostles regarding the Church.

· A transition in the geographical center of teaching and evangelism.

· A transition in the message from within Judaism to expression among the Gentiles.

· A transition toward less mention of the gift of tongues – none recorded after 55 AD. 

· A transition toward fewer miraculous apostolic era expressions (Hebrews 2:3, 4).

· A transition – at least in the focus of Acts – from leadership as public spokesman by Peter to leadership as public spokesman by Paul.

· A transition toward more New Testament letters among the believers – all of Paul’s church epistles by 61 AD, as well as wider and wider distribution of those letters.

· A transition from identification truths introduced in 49 AD (in Christ, baptized into Christ, united with Him in death, burial and resurrection) to the believer being seated and having citizenship in the heavenlies by 61 AD.

· A transition in the rapture as a doctrine expressed (in the end of the gospel of John) to a doctrine explained (1 Corinthians 15; 1 Thessalonians, especially 4:13-18) to a doctrine engrained (in the book of Revelation).
· A transition in revelation of the various mysteries – truths not previously revealed but now revealed (Colossians 1:26).

See chart on the next page for graphical representation of some of these transitions from the Gospels into the time of the book of Acts.  The value in understanding these transitions is that we don’t read the New Testament as doctrinally uniform and ‘flat’.  What the New Testament shows is that there was a development of understanding and therefore a progression of revelation.  The New Testament conveys that God’s revelation through the apostles and their sponsored contemporaries (such as Mark, Luke, James, Jude) has a progressive nature that must be considered as we read its books and pages.
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« Stewardship Principles of Law & Grace
 The Gospel of The Kingdom

* The Gospel of Substitution

« The Progression of Identification Teaching

John 1:17 (NASU)
For the Law was given through Moses;
‘grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 3:5-6a (NASU)
Now Moses was faithful in all His house [Israel]
asa servant, for a testimony of those things which
were to be spoken later; 6 but Christ was faithful
s 2 Son over His house -- whose house we are
[The Church]

Stewardship Principle: Law

John 129, 36; 3:14,15
Gospel of substitution

Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 24:14
Gospel of the kingdom

Acts 3:17-26 (Peter)

Acts 8:12 (Philin)

Heavenly citizenship

Identification in ascension
Identification in resurrection +
Identification in burial +
Identification in crucifixion +
Baptized into Christ

Acts 1422

Acts 19:8: 2025 Acts 28:23 (Paul)

—_—

25 30
Christ:
Crucified
Buried
Raised
Ascended
Seated

Acts 9
Saul
(Paul)
saved
Acts 2:
Church begun

40 45 50

Peter: gospel
to the Gentiles

55 60 65 AD

Acts 28:30-31 (NASU)
‘And he [Paul] stayed two full years in his
own rented quarters and was welcoming all
who came to him, 31 preaching the kingdom
of God and

with all openness, unhindered.
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