Putting in the last pieces of the puzzle for Q&A 31: What does the Bible teach about covenants? & Q&A 32: What does the Bible teach about covenants, stewardships & ages?
A: 

As we have sought to address the questions on covenants, stewardships and ages, we have covered a lot of ground, and we have dealt with questions that have been with the church for quite a long time.  But we have left a few questions on covenants, stewardships and ages yet unanswered, at least in some degree.

Does Old Covenant and New Covenant equal Old Testament and New Testament?

In Classical Greek, which was spoken and written before the military exploits of Alexander the Great (323 BC), a syntheke was a solemn agreement between two parties (what we now refer to as a covenant), and a diatheke was a will or testament, effective upon the death of the testator (like what we now call a 'last will and testament').  In the New Testament (written in Koine Greek, not Classical Greek) however, the word syntheke is never used, and a critical point is that the word diatheke is used for both a solemn agreement and a will or testament.  This critical difference has been missed by many, who have assumed that the one Greek word diatheke meant the same thing everywhere it shows up, and that covenant and testament therefore mean the same thing.  They do not at all mean the same thing.  And many interpreters have failed to discover by careful study of the context what the Classical Greek readers knew by use of different words.  

 

Our term 'Testament' in reference to what has come to be called the 'Old Testament' and 'New Testament' are derived from the Latin word testamentum as used by the Latin scholar Tertullian (160-220 AD) about a century after the New Testament was completed, which did not relate to the biblical use of the same words or to biblical doctrine.  In Latin, testamentum had a different set of definitions than the Greek word translated covenant or testament (we won’t go into all the Latin definitions here because that would about double the size of this document).  Tertullian, who came up with the Latin name testamentum, for the 'Old Testament' and the 'New Testament', also came up with the Latin name instrumentum, which we would Anglicize as 'Instrument'.  Tertullian even seemed to favor that second term.  The term instrumentum continued to be popular in some degree even into the 16th century, as Erasmus (1466-1536 AD) named his newly published Greek New Testament by the Latin, "Novum Instrumentum". The "Novum Instrumentum" was used in generating the Tyndale New Testament, the Geneva Bible, and the King James Bible.  But the terms "Old Testament' and 'New Testament' won out in the centuries since.  If they had not, we might be calling the two portions of the Bible 'Old Instrument' and 'New Instrument'.

So the terms 'Old Testament' and 'New Testament' are just Latin-derived 'handles' (just convenient and conventional terms), and should not be used to influence or establish doctrine.  Our use of the word 'Testament' as in the 'Old Testament' and 'New Testament' has no relationship to the use of the Greek terms in the New Testament itself.
  

The number and purpose of the covenants
We have said that an examination of the covenants shows that the covenants made by God that are pretty clearly taught in Scripture are:
With Adam, impacting Adam & all mankind:
· Edenic Covenant (Genesis 1:26-31; 2:16-17; Hosea 6:7)

· Adamic Covenant (Genesis 3:14-19; consequences of Adam breaking                                      the Edenic Covenant)

 

With Noah, impacting Noah and all subsequent mankind:
· Noahic Covenant (Genesis 8:2-22; 9:1-17)

 

With Abraham, impacting his descendents through Isaac and Jacob, then all mankind:
· Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3,7; 13:14-18; 15:1-21; 17:1-21 - the short list!)

 

With a representative of or all of Israel, impacting Israel:
· Mosaic Covenant (Exodus 20:1-31:18; Psalm 147:20)

· Palestinian (Land) Covenant (Deuteronomy 28:1-68; 30:1-10)

· Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:4-17; 1 Chronicles 17:4-15)

· New Covenant (Isaiah 44:3-5; 55:2-3; 59:21; Jeremiah 31:31-33; Ezekiel 36 & 37)
Covenant Theology

Covenant Theology is not primarily about the covenants in the Bible, made by God, that are listed above.  Covenant Theology was brought together in the early part of the 17th century, and while there are variations in the teachings among different ones, we will summarize it like this:

-----------------------------------------Covenant of Redemption------------------------------------
In Eden >            
After Eden >
Covenant of Works    Covenant of Grace 

Saved Gentiles           =          Saved Israel        =        the Church 
   The                          Spiritual                                    Old Testament  

    Israel


Church  

--------------Under Law---------------
Covenant theology has some element of Israel being rejected, so the church takes Israel’s place, as Spiritual Israel.  However:
Romans 11:1-2

I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.

Romans 11:25-29

For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery--so that you will not be wise in your own estimation--that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, 

"THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, 

HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB." 

27 "THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, 

WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS." 

28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; 29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

Did or does God do everything through covenants?
The answer of covenant theology is that God did and does do everything through the covenants of redemption, works and grace.  These, however, do not deal primarily with what the Bible calls covenants, and in fact covenant theology places the biblical covenants on a secondary level.  By the system of covenant theology Israel is the Old Testament church and the church is Spiritual Israel.  Also by covenant theology, the church is under some element of the Law of Moses (the exact parts of the law and the punishments under the law regarding the church vary among its adherents).

Those who do not hold to covenant theology – and Holly Hills Bible Church does not hold to covenant theology - will point out that God did many things through stewardships and stewardship is the priority principle over covenants (see handout for Q&A 32:What does the Bible teach about covenants, stewardships & ages?), that by Christ’s death we in the church died to the law (Romans 7:4-6; Galatians 2:19), that we are not under a veil as Moses was, which was a ministry of death and condemnation (2 Corinthians 3), that we are no long under a ‘tutor’ (paidagōgas – Galatians 3:24,25), etc.  Things are said to be true of us in the church that were not true of Israel in the Old Testament (regarding blessings, empowerment, being in Christ, under the reigning principle of grace, not under law, etc.).  See Appendix A at the end of this document for all that the church believer has, spiritually speaking. 
You will also note that God made covenants first with a couple of Gentiles (Adam, Noah) until He made the covenant with Abraham, after which all clear covenants were made with Abraham, the forefather of Israel, and with Israel or Israel’s representative:

Romans 9:1-5

I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. 3 For I could  wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, 5 whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to          the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

Ephesians 2:11-16

Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands-- 12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God                             

through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.
God’s covenants with any man or group of men that are clearly covenants in the Bible all have an earthly element, but God’s relationship with the church is heavenly:

· Heavenly blessings – every one (Ephesians 1:3)

· Heavenly citizenship - (Philippians 3:20)

· Heavenly seating – every believer (Ephesians 2:6)

God has done some things over time on the basis of covenants with people, but God has done other things on the basis of His character, which includes love, grace, and mercy.

So what about “the new covenant” Luke 22:20 – what does that mean?

Luke 22:20 (NASU)

And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.”  
So was Jesus establishing a new covenant with the church with these words, or extending the new covenant promised to  Israel in whole or in part with the church?  Christ’s death on the cross, which was the fulfillment of the Eternal Covenant, and prefigured by all the sacrifices involved in the prior covenants since the fall, was the sign or gesture confirming the New Covenant with Israel (Luke 22:20; 1 Corinthians 11:25). God           made this death of Christ, which was the confirming of the New Covenant with Israel, in which they would have the Law written on their hearts, and be empowered to live out the Law of Moses, the same event that separated us from the Law, by intimately identifying us with Christ’s death.  We in the church are not to live out the Law from the heart, but Christ, who is our life and our righteousness, is to live His life in and through us.       
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The above text box is from Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary, New Testament, Volume 1, page 483, 2002.
How have Christians seen themselves in relation to the New Covenant?

1) The New Covenant with Israel is now taken over by the church, since Israel was rejected by God.  We in the church assume all that was promised to Israel (covenant theology view).
2) The New Covenant with Israel will be in effect in the future Millennial Kingdom, but the church is a present beneficiary of parts of the New Covenant (or similar words – a dispensational view).

3) The Church has a New Covenant separate from Israel (a dispensational view).

4) The Church has no covenants with or from God (a dispensational view).  

The fourth view is what is held by Holly Hills Bible Church, though it is not at present a part of the doctrinal statement.  

_____________________________________________________

Appendix A

The Believer's Unfathomable Riches in Christ

Introduction

When anyone accepts
 Jesus Christ as their personal Savior they are instantaneously enriched with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Eph. 1:3) and declared to be complete in Christ (Col. 2:10).  In fact, the Apostle Paul refers to these blessings as "the unfathomable riches of Christ" in Ephesians 3:8.  "Unfathomable" is the Greek anexichniastos which means "past finding out, unsearchable, not to be tracked out."  The idea is that the believer's blessings in Christ are "too deep to be measured."  Many of these blessings, however, are clearly defined for us in the Bible.  When you receive Jesus Christ by faith, at least the following 34 things are unconditionally promised to you as a member of the body of Christ, the Church, as stated in God's holy Word.

However, if you ne​ver receive Jesus Christ by faith as the only begotten Son of God who died on the cross in your place to pay the penalty for your sins, and rose again to ever reign with God the Father, then you will forfeit these awesome blessings.

The Position and Possessions of the Believer

1.  In the Eternal Plan of God

a. Foreknown:  Romans 8:29, 1 Peter 1:2  

b. Elect of God:  1 Thessalonians 1:4, 1 Peter 1:2, Romans 8:33, Colossians 3:12, Titus 1:1

c. Predestined:  Ephesians 1:5, 11, Romans 8:29-30

d. Chosen:  1 Peter 2:4  

e. Called:  1 Thessalonians 5:24  

2. Reconciled

a. Reconciled by God:  2 Corinthians 5:18-19, Colossians 1:20   

b. Reconciled to God:  Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:20 

3. Redeemed:  Colossians 1:14, 1 Peter 1:18, Romans 3:24  

4. No Condemnation:  Romans 8:1, John 5:24, 1 Corinthians 11:32, John 3:18  

5. Related to God Through Propitiation (the satisfaction of God's holiness):

Romans 3:24-26, 1 John 2:2 

6. All Sins Removed by His Efficacious Blood:  1 Peter 2:24, Romans 4:25

7. Vitally Joined together with Christ for Judgment of the Old Self "Unto a New Walk"

a.  Crucified with Christ:  Romans 6:6  

b.  Dead with Christ:  Romans 6:8, 1 Peter 2:24

c. Buried with Christ:  Romans 6:4, Colossians 2:12  

d. Raised with Christ to Walk By a New Life Principle:  Romans 6:4, Colossians 3:1  

8. Free from the Law

a. Dead to the Law:  ; Galatians 2:19, Romans 7:4

b. Delivered from the Law:  Romans 7:6, Galatians 3:25, Romans 6:14, 2 Corinthians 3:11  

9. Children of God

a. Born Again:  John 3:7, John 1:12, 1 Peter 1:23 

b. Quickened:  Ephesians 2:1, Colossians 2:13    

c. Children of God:  1 John 3:2, 2 Corinthians 6:18, Galatians 3:26   

d. A New Creation:  2 Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, Ephesians 2:10  

e. Regeneration: Titus 3:5, John 13:10, 1 Corinthians 6:11  

10. Adopted (placed as adult sons):  Romans 8:15, Romans 8:23, Galatians 4:5-7 

11. Acceptable to God by Jesus Christ 

a. Made the Righteousness of God in Christ: Romans 3:22, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 3:9  

b. Sanctified Positionally (Positionally set apart in Christ):  1 Corinthians 1:30, 1 Corinthians 6:11 

(not experiential sanctification per John 17:17 or the final perfection of the believer per Ephesians 5:27 and 1 John 3:3.)

c. Perfected Forever:  Hebrews 10:14  

d. Made Accepted in the Beloved:  Ephesians 1:6, 1 Peter 2:5   

e. Made Qualified:  Colossians 1:12  

12. Justified:  Romans 5:1, 3:24, 8:30, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Titus 3:7 

13. Forgiven all Trespass:  Colossians 1:14, 2:13, 3:13, Ephesians 1:7, 4:32 (A distinc​tion is necessary here, between the com​plete and abiding judicial forgiveness and the oft-repeated forgiveness within the family of God. See 1 John 1:9)

14. Made Close:  Ephesians 2:13 (There is a corresponding experience, see James 4:8 and Hebrews 10:22.)

15. Delivered From the Powers of Darkness:  Colossians 1:13, 2:13-15  

16. Translated into the Kingdom:  Colossians 1:13  

17. On the Rock, Christ Jesus:  1 Corinthians 3:11. Ephesians 2:20, 2 Corinthians 1:21   

18. A Gift from God the Father to Christ:  John 10:29, 17:6, 11-12, 20 

19. Circumcised in Christ:  Colossians 2:11, Philippians 3:3, Romans 2:29 

20. Partakers of the Holy and Royal Priesthood

a. Holy Priesthood:  1 Peter 2:5 

b. Royal Priesthood:  1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 1:6  

21. Chosen Generation, A Holy Nation, and a People of God's Own Possession

1 Peter 2:9, Titus 2:14   

22. Having Access to God:  Ephesians 2:18, Romans 5:2, Hebrews 4:14-16, Hebrews 10:19-20  

23. Within the "Much More" Care of God:  Romans 5:9-10

a. Objects of His Love:  Ephesians 2:4, Ephesians 5:2  

b. Objects of His Grace:  (1) For Salvation: Ephesians 2:8 (2) For security: Romans 5:2, 1 Peter 1:5 (3) For service: Ephesians 2:7 (4) For instruction:  Titus 2:12-13 

c. Objects of His Power:  Ephesians 1:19, Philippians 2:13   

d. Objects of His Faithfulness:  Hebrews 13:5 

e. Objects of His Peace:  Philippians 4:6-7, Colossians 3:15 

f. Objects of His Comfort:  2 Thessalonians 2:16  

h. Objects of His Personal Care:  1 Peter 5:7 

i. Objects of His Intercession:  Hebrews 7:25, Romans 8:34, Hebrews 9:24   

24. His Inheritance:  Ephesians 1:18  

25. Our Inheritance:  1 Peter 1:4, Ephesians 1:14, Colossians 3:24, Hebrews 9:15  

26. A Heavenly Association:  Ephesians 2:6  

a. Partners with Christ in Life:  Colossians 3:4, 1 John 5:11-12  

b. Partners with Christ in Position:  Ephesians 2:6  

c. Partners with Christ in Service:  1 Corinthians 1:9, 3:9, 2 Corinthians 3:6, 5:20, 6:4, 2

d. Partners with Christ in Suffering:  2 Timothy 2:12, Philippians 1:29, 1 Peter 2:20, 4:12-13, 1 Thessalonians 3:3, Romans 8:18, Colossians 1:24

27. Heavenly Citizens:  Philippians 3:20, Ephesians 2:19, Hebrews 12:22

28. Of the Family and Household of God:  Ephesians 2:19, Ephesians 3:6, Galatians 6:10 

29. Light in the Lord:  Ephesians 5:8, 1 Thessalonians 5:4-5 

30. Vitally United to the Father, Son and Spirit

a. In God: 1 Thessalonians 1:1, Ephesians 4:6  

b. In Christ:  John 14:20, Colossians 1:27  (1) A member in His Body: 1 Corinthians 12:13, (2) A branch in the Vine: John 15:5, (3) A stone in the Building: Ephesians 2:19-22, (4) A sheep in the Flock: John 10:27-29, (5) A part of His Bride: Ephesians 5:25-27, (6) A priest of the kingdom of priests: 1 Peter 1:5-9, (7) A saint of the "new generation": 1 Peter 2:9

c. In the Spirit:  Romans 8:9; Compare “the Spirit in you”: 1 Corinthians 2:12  

31. Blessed with the "First-Fruits" and the "Earnest" of the Spirit

a. Born of the Spirit:  John 3:6   

b. Baptized by Means of the Spirit:  1 Corinthians 10:7,12:13

c. Indwelt by the Spirit:  1 Corinthians 2:12, 6:19, John 7:39, Romans 5:5, 9, 2 Corinthians 1:21, Galatians 4:6, 1 John 3:24  

d. Sealed with the Spirit:  Ephesians 1:13, 4:30, 2 Corinthians 1:22  

e.  Anointed with the Spirit:  2 Corinthians 1:21, 1 John 2:20 

32. Glorified:  Romans 8:30   

33. Complete in Him:  Colossians 2:10  

34. Possessing Every Spiritual Blessing:  Ephesians 1:3


Adapted from Systematic Theology, Volume III, Soteriology, pp. 234-266, by Lewis Sperry Chafer, Dallas Seminary Press by J. Hampton Keathley III, a 1966 graduate of Dallas Theological Seminary and former pastor of 28 years. He wrote for the foundation and taught Greek at Moody Northwest (an extension of Moody Bible Institute) in Spokane, Washington. ©1996 Hampton Keathley III, http://www.bible.org.  Anyone is free to reproduce this material and distribute it, but it may not be sold under any circumstances whatsoever without the author's consent. Verse text removed for brevity.  Edited by Holly Hills Bible Church, Denver, Colorado with permission.

� The King James Version (KJV) has translated ditheke as ‘testament’ in a few places where the context does not mean “last will and testament’, but rather “covenant’.  The New King James Version (NKJV) seems to have substantially corrected this.


� To clarify, Scripture repeatedly calls upon people to believe (e.g., John 3:16; Acts 16:31) upon Jesus Christ to be saved.  “The gospel” is that Christ died, was buried and was resurrected on the third day according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:1-4).
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