42 Q&A 41: Between Israel killing Canaanites, the cruelty of the Assyrians and  Babylonians, and chapters and verses about God’s love, how do we reconcile these?
A:

First let’s summarize these events and the passages about God’s love
Israel killing Canaanites: Israel was told by God through Moses to drive out the inhabitants of the Land of Canaan, and that as they were obedient to God, He would drive the inhabitants out before them (Exodus 23:20-33).  The exceptions to that were Jericho, Ai, and the central cities along the paths of Joshua’s conquering the land north and south.  See maps on the overhead:

· Joshua’s Central & Southern Campaigns (Joshua 1-10)

· Joshua’s Northern Campaign (Joshua 11:1-15)

· Limits Of Israelite Settlement & And The Lands To Be Conquered    
· The Tribal Allotments of Israel
The cruelty of Assyria and Babylon: Both the Assyrians and the Babylonians prided themselves in their cruelty.  The Assyrians even posted relief murals on their palace walls portraying skinning people alive, and forcing people to grind the bones of their ancestors, in the belief that this would make it impossible for their ancestors’ bodies to be resurrected into an afterlife.  The Babylonians did similar cruel things, and both threatened and apparently did punish people by killing their entire families and turning their homes into dust.  They also burned people with intense heat (per Daniel 3), so as to turn them to ashes and supposedly prevent their being resurrected.  Some of each of these cruelties were no doubt carried out on the Israelites upon their captivity by these conquerors.  In addition, each of these empires relocated major portions of whole populations to other areas of their empire, the Assyrians scrambling populations,                    and the Babylonians preferring to bring everyone close to Babylon.
God’s love: 
John 3:16 (NASU; all Scripture quotes are NASU unless stated otherwise)

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”
Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Rom 8:37-39

But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 John 4:7, 8, 16

7 …love is from God… 8 …God is love… 16 …the love which God has for us.  God is love…
So… how do we reconcile all these things?

How is it that God can command the Israelites to kill en masse as they attack the cities of Canaan, and allow the Assyrians and Babylonians to be so very cruel – even against His chosen people Israel – and for God to love everyone – all sinners - so much that He would send His son to die for them?  How do we reconcile all these things?
It turns out that there are a number of things to consider when we ask these questions.  Let’s consider these things step by step.

God is absolutely and infinitely holy, and sin is just absolutely awful

One of the reasons that we can have a difficulty in reconciling the love of God with the terrible death and cruelty in Israel’s killing and the Assyrians’ and Babylonians’ cruelty is because we may fall short of seeing how absolutely and infinitely holy God is, and how absolutely awful sin is, in massive contrast.  On the basis of God’s holiness and justice, God is justified in across-the-board punishment and death for all human beings, who have stained this present universe with sin - and everything that goes with it.  Sin results in death, which, first and foremost, is separation from God.  Sin works its way from the inside of man’s heart outward to relations between human beings to the present creation.

Would God be justified in punishing all mankind and destroying all of everything?  Yes.

If we fail to see these things, we might be tempted to see it as God’s job to make everything nice, keep people out of trouble, mitigate all pain and distress, etc.  If that is God’s job – and Scripture does not say it is His job, He’s doing a really poor job indeed. 

Sometimes God uses those who are evil for His righteous purposes             

Sometimes God uses those who are evil – even terribly evil – to punish another evil person or group of people, even though He will eventually bring punishment upon His first agents of punishment.  Even though God used the Israelites to bring punishment and judgment upon the Canaanites, where the Israelites were disobedient, He used the Canaanites as correction to the Israelites.  Though the Assyrians and the Babylonians were both used by God to bring judgment and punishment upon the Israelites and others, God eventually brought about punishment for the evil of the Assyrians and Babylonians as well.

God’s execution of judgment against evil is total, absolute and perfect    
In view of eternity, God’s execution of judgment against evil is total, absolute and perfect.  All wrongs will be made right in one of three times and places:

1) At the cross, Christ paid the penalty for all sins of all time, no matter what the magnitude, kind or profile before mankind.  God was satisfied with that payment, and all who believe in God’s provision will receive the benefit of that absolute satisfaction of God’s wrath against sin, based on His holiness and justice.

2) Sometimes there is justice on this earth repaid for injustices that were committed on this earth.  But it is exceedingly important for believers to view God’s justice in the eternal perspective, or we will be tempted with revenge, bitterness, rage, etc.  The points in 1) above and in 3) below are very important for the believer to embrace at heart, and not to view life in terms of requiring justice in this present life alone.  Critics of the Bible and Christianity will most often fail to view all three times and places of judgment and punishment and justice, as will some Christians.
3)  Those who are saved by faith and have either committed evil, or failed to carry out the good that they ought, have the penalties of those sins of commission and omission paid for – at the cross.  To the extent that a believer does not walk in fellowship with the Lord, those moments and actions are not rewardable in eternity.  This not being fully rewarded is called loss of (potential) reward (1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 John 8).  As for those who are not saved, having refused Christ’s payment for their sins by unbelief, they will not only be sentenced to the Lake of Fire, but will pay for their sins for eternity (see Holly Hills Bible Church – 61 1 & 2 Corinthians series - Supplement: The doctrine of proportional punishment – August 29, 2010 - Page 3 of 1:http://hollyhillsbiblechurch.org/media/1-2-Corinthians-2009-10_93/supplement/61-Supplement---The-doctrine-of-proportional-punishment.doc).

Withholding blessings and carrying out curses  
God’s covenants with Abraham and Israel, including Israel’s Palestinian or Land Covenant, call for some blessings and some curses.  Withholding blessings and                carrying out curses faithfully are part of God’s covenants.

Genesis 12:1-3

Now the LORD said to Abram, 

"Go forth from your country, 

And from your relatives 

And from your father's house, 

To the land which I will show you; 

2 And I will make you a great nation, 

And I will bless you, 

And make your name great; 

And so you shall be a blessing; 

3 And I will bless those who bless you, 

And the one who curses you I will curse. 

And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."

Deuteronomy 28:1-14

"Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the LORD your God, being careful to do all His commandments which I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. 2 All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey the LORD your God: 3 Blessed…” all the way to verse 14.
Deuteronomy 28:15-68
"But it shall come about, if you do not obey the LORD your God, to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you:  16 " Cursed…” all the way to verse 68.

God uses evil and pain in time, for His good purposes in eternity

In addition to the blessings and curses outlined above, God uses evil and pain in time,            for His good purposes in eternity.  God uses Satan, pain, death, and even evil for His purposes in time, but neither Satan, pain, death, or evil will have a part in the eternity              of those who are saved by faith.  So a spiritual perspective and an eternal perspective              are required to make full sense of the death, pain and evil that we see and experience  here on this planet, but will not be a part of our life with the Lord in eternity.
Sometimes it helps our perspective

Sometimes it helps our perspective to realize how really, really awful the Canaanites             and Assyrians and Babylonians were.  While we will address this mostly with overhead slides, we can start by looking at some of the things that Canaanites were known for,              and were even thought of as gross by their pagan neighbors:

Canaanite "religious" rituals included:

1. Child sacrifice, some of it in fire

2. Incest 

3. Bestiality 

4. Homosexuality 

5. Male and female cultic prostitution
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