[image: image1.png]Historical timeline of the Bible
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[image: image3.png]Persian Empire at (near) its greatest extent
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[image: image4.png]Persian Kings during the end
of the Old Testament period:

* Cyrus (538*-529 BC) *Conquered Babylon
& allowed the Jews to return

* Cambyses (529-522 BC) Stopped work on
the Temple

 Darius | (521-485 BC) Authorized the
completion of the Temple

* Xerxes (485-465 BC) Esther was his Queen
(Hebrew version of his name: Ahasuerus)

* Artaxerxes | (465-425 BC) Authorized
Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem & its wall



[image: image5.png]Persian Kings after the end
of the Old Testament period:

* Xerxes Il (424 BC)

+ Darius Il (423-405 BC)

« Artaxerxes Il (405-358 BC)
« Artaxerxes lll (358-338 BC)
» Arses (338-335 BC)

« Darius lll (335-331 BC) Defeated by
Alexander the Great (331 BC) at the battle of
Arbela, near Nineveh (modern Mosul)
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[image: image7.png]Alexander the Great

» Alexander was the  « |n 334, Alexander

son of Philip Il of began his attack
Macedon, who had upon the Persian

conquered Greece, : .
but was rather Empire, moving

mysteriously rap_idly, though
assassinated typically

- Alexander had been ~ ©Utnumbered in

tutored by Aristotle many battles (see
for a time map for sequence)



[image: image8.png]The military progression &
Empire of Alexander the Great
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[image: image10.png]The end of Alexander the Great
& the disintegration of his empire

* Alexander the Great « Four of Alexander’s
survived battle after generals each took
battle, but eventually  portions of the
succumbed to empire: Ptolemy |
alcoholism & finally (Egypt); Seleucus |
to disease, possibly (Syria); Lysimachus
malaria, from the (Thrace); Antipater
record of his & son Cassander
symptoms (Macedonia)



[image: image11.png]The kingdoms created
by Alexander’s generals
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[image: image12.png]Greek language impact
of Alexander the Great

» Alexander

distributed the
Greek language
over the eastern
Mediterranean

He also unified the
language,
minimizing the
influence of dialects

» Alexander also
simplified the
language, leading
to shorter, more
easily understood
sentences
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[image: image13.png]The Septuagint Greek
translation of the Old Testament

* As Jews outside of « In some places the
Israel lost familiarity text reveals a bias

with Hebrew, there toward Greek
was a call for a culture & translation
Greek translation of that includes
the Old Testament interpretation

* This was done in * For this reason,
Alexandria, Egypt, some books were
about 250 BC replaced by other

Greek versions
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[image: image15.png]The Maccabees & Antiochus

» Following many
decades of the land
of Israel changing
hands between
successors of
Alexander’s
kingdom, the Jews
rebelled against
Antiochus who had
forced pagan rituals

» This began a period
of varying degrees
of self-rule under
the Maccabees,
known has the
Hasmonian dynasty

See John
10:22-23 for
Hannukah in

the New
Testament

ny



[image: image16.png]Development of Pharisees,
Sadducees & NT era Jewish groups

* From the time of
Ezra, a group of Jews
known as the
Hassidim held to the
Old Testament
scriptures

* These were the roots
of several groups
which began in the 3¢
& 2n centuries BC

¢ The New Testament

(NT) reveals several
of these groups:
Pharisees (Matthew
3:7), Sadducees
(Matthew 22:23),
Zealots (Acts 1:13),
Essenes (Matthew
5:43), & the Sacarii
(Acts 21:38)
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[image: image18.png]Beginnings of the Roman Empire

¢ The city of Rome « By 63 BC, the

had begun military Roman Army had
exploits west of the overtaken Israel,
Greek empires inthe  which had been
3rd century BC under a century of

- By the 2" century Hasmonian rule
BC, the Roman * The Romans allowed
military had begun limited self-rule &
encroaching upon the exemptions, in the
western portions of areas impacted by

the Greek empires the Jews' religion
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=

The Parthians % e
made a quick \\ \w}
thrust into 3 Dl

Jerusalem in
40 BC




[image: image20.png]Herod the Great put in place to
hold the line against Parthians

* Once the Romans * Herod the Great
drove the Parthians was tyrannical &
back out of Israel, cruelly paranoid
they installed Herod (Matthew 2:1-23)

the Great as "King”, . He also established
in order to hold the great building

line on the Parthians  programs, including

— Rome’s eastern a major upgrade to
frontier the temple in
Jerusalem



[image: image21.png]Herod the Great (King 37 BC - 4 BC)

» Jerusalem Temple
upgrade 'V

* Herodium, a
defensive lookout &
military fortress A



[image: image22.png]Emperor Augustus

» Augustus was a * Further, he ruI:éd
pivotal emperor, in for a long period of
that his efforts time (31 BC-14 AD),
turned from which allowed for
expanding the the continued
Roman Empire to implementation
establishing a of his policies,

sustainable empire without reversal
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[image: image24.png]The arrangement of Israel’'s
government under Roman rule

* By arrangement ¢ This included the
with the Roman priesthood & the
government, Sanhedrin, which
the Jews were consisted of a
permitted to minority of the
maintain a tradition Sadducees & a
of self-rule in the majority of the
areas impacting Pharisees, for a
their practice of total of 71 members

religion



[image: image25.png]Establishment of the
Jewish two court system

e The Jews « For example, rabbi
established two Hillel said that a man
different court could divorce a woman
systems during for any reason, whereas
this time rabbi Shammai said that

« Individual Jews divorce was permitted
could chose to only for unfaithfulness,
conduct legal abandonment, lack of

matters underone  support or denial of
system orthe other  affection
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in AD. 14 +

Roman Empire
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[image: image27.png]Details surrounding
the birth of Christ

¢ Augustus was e The Jews had a
emperor of the major population
Roman Empire established in
(Luke 2:1) Egypt, especially

« Herod was King Alexandria, to
(Matthew 2:1-23), which Joseph &
until his death in Mary could go for
March of 4 BC a time, outside of

Herod's realm



[image: image28.png]“...in the fullness of the time...” Galatians 4:4

* The Roman Empire provided
political stability & excellent roads
on which to carry the gospel

3 » Greek culture brought the Greek
R language which was structured
Sroicoyemen beautifully for precisely

B e conveying the essential New
NOICRAHI CYMIN

KAETFHNHAMOT Testament truths

FIXTPOCH MADN KAt

vy » The spread of Jewish culture
gave the Empire a background
in the Old Testament so as to
better convey the gospel
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