The Church at Ephesus

The City of Ephesus:

Ephesus was a major port city on the western coast of Asia Minor center for seaborne trade and the hub of the region’s road system.  It was a thriving urban community of more than 250,00 to 300,000 people.  By the late 1st century AD it was the fourth largest city in the Roman Empire.   The Romans made Ephesus an administrative center for the province of Asia.  World renowned religious shrines, a spacious theater, stadium, and elegant public buildings gave Ephesus an integral place in the cultural life of the entire region.

The Culture of Ephesus:

Ephesus was a city with rampant paganism, including the worship, manufacture and sale of fertility idols of the goddess Artemis with dozens of breasts all around.  These gross idols were everywhere. Ephesus had a huge volume of occultic arts & practices.  The temple was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world and its largest religious structure.

Christianity in Ephesus:

Ephesus enjoyed the ministries of Aquila & Priscilla, Paul, Timothy, Apollos, and John, the last living apostle.  The ministries of these extended from about 50 AD to about 96 AD.  By the time John wrote Revelation there were 2nd and 3rd generation Christians in Ephesus.

Revelation 2:1 

"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:”
What we see in this verse is the same description of Christ from chapter one.  He is aware of what is going in Ephesus.  He holds power, blessing, and authority.  This is a description that is only true of Christ.

Revelation 2:2 

'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false;

“I know” is phrase Jesus uses with all seven churches and it shows His intimate and continuing concern for each of the churches.  It also demonstrates His omniscience, He knows all there is to know. It also demonstrates that He is the head of the church and His love for the church.  This verse has a focus on Christ knowing their deeds, toil, and perseverance.  Christ then commends them for not tolerating evil men and testing those who call themselves apostles.  

Revelation 2:3 

and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary.

These things are basically restatements of things that He told them and reuse of words from verse 2 – even using the same basic Greek root words  Why would He do that?  This is a Hebrew poetry pattern, rhyming meanings.  The New Testament has a theme of enduring for Christ’s sake.  (Matthew 16:25, Mark 8:35 Acts 9:16, 1 Corinthians 4:10, 2 Corinthians 4:5, 2 Corinthians 4:11, 2 Corinthians 12:10, Philippians 1:29, just to name a few)

Revelation 2:4

'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.
The word for “left” shares the same root word that Paul uses four times in 1 Corinthians 7 that is translated “divorce”, and it means to end a legal obligation or to abandon.  What does it mean to have left your first love?

Revelation 2:5
'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place--unless you repent.

Christ reveals His remedy for the loss of the first love in verse 5.  His remedy is threefold:

· Remember: Recall from where you have fallen, recognizing the height your were at and the low place of your love today.
Repent: A change of mind, perspective, understanding, priorities, values, with a consequent new direction.
· Repeat: Do the deeds you did at first. The call to do the deeds done at first was not given without first dealing with things at a deeper level.  Godly deeds come from the life of Christ and not our own self-effort.  It was not “more deeds” that Christ was looking for, rather a return to deeds that were founded on intimate love for Him in response to His love.  
The consequence for not remembering, repenting & repeating the deeds of the first love are severe.  Basically the church in Ephesus would no longer be “Light in the Lord” and would not lead others to “the Light of life”.

Revelation 2:6

'Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

As in each of the messages to the seven churches, there is a statement of something that they do have: What is stated that each church has is not always a compliment. Here, for Ephesus, what they do have is a shared hatred for the deeds of a group called the Nicolaitans.  Who were the Nicolaitans?

nikao + laos = conquer [the] people;
Balaam (Rev 2:14) means “lord of the people”
Men mentored by the Apostles say that Nicholas the deacon (Acts 6:5) went apostate, founding a gnostic sect of idolatry and immorality; these were referred to in 2 Timothy 2:17, 18.
What We Know about them from Revelation:
Christ hated their works (2:6)
Ephesus church also hated their works (2:6)
· Pergamum church had some that accepted their teachings (2:15) and were rebuked for it, along with their acceptance of the idolatrous and immoral teachings of Balaam
Revelation 2:7

"He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.'

This first sentence in verse 7 was repeated for each of the messages to the churches at or near the end of each one.  It opens the door to allow each message to each of the churches to have universal applicability.  Does it fit?

The Overcomers:  

1 John 5:5 Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
The reward of eating from the tree of life is not something new for Ephesian believers, rather a motivation to remember, repent, and repeat.  It is a motivation to return to their first love.  If you are a believer then you have overcome and eating from the tree of life in the Paradise of God is yours already!  
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