The scene has been set.
Remember from last week that John is in the heavenly scene.   John was told by Christ to come up to the heavenly throne room.  In the context of the book of Revelation we are now at the “after these things” stage (Revelation 1:19, Revelation 4:1).  John has described the throne and the One on the throne.  Also John introduced the 24 elders on the 24 thrones who are representatives of the church, having been raptured to the heavenly places.  

What’s this scene mean to me?

Remember this scene is our homecoming.  This is where we are now seated positionally with Christ (Ephesians 2:6).  This is when our condition is our position reigning with Christ as co-heirs with Him (2 Timothy 2:12, Romans 8:17).  

The Throne

The Throne is the center of the heavenlies:

· There is a throne

· There is the One who is on the throne

· There are beings and effects around the throne

· There are things that originate from the throne

The throne is not something that just sprung up in here in Revelation.  In fact, the Psalms speak of God’s throne  a couple of times: Psalms 9:7-8 and Psalms 11:4-7.

5 Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder.
thunder.

The lightning and sounds and peals of thunder come from the throne and represent the power and glory and majesty of the One on the throne.  It is God who has power and authority and is eternally the source.  In fact the Greek tense of “come” communicates that the lightning and thunder are continuously coming from the throne.  It is ongoing and not happening momentarily just when John happens to record that it is taking place.  Here is the full Bible context on this:

Exodus 19:16    So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. 

Exodus 20:18    All the people perceived the thunder and the lightning flashes and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood at a distance. 

This is when God first made His law known to mankind.  It was something He did so exclusively through the people of Israel.  In these passages in Exodus, God’s awesome and overwhelming power are made very evident.

Revelation 8:5    Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 

Revelation 11:19    And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His covenant appeared in His temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a great hailstorm. 

Revelation 16:18    And there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such as there had not been since man came to be upon the earth, so great an earthquake was it, and so mighty.  

The key points to take from these passages are:

· This description is first used with the Jews (twice).

· The Jews were warned beforehand not to come close to Mount Sinai nor touch it.
· This description was never used with the Church dispensation believers (Hebrews 12:18-24)
· Now that the Tribulation period is about to begin, and the focus is again upon Israel (not the church), these images are appropriate.

· The heavenly beings seem in awe of the Lord, including His expressions of power, but do not seem fearful for themselves.

· These same expressions of power continue through the Tribulation period, a time of God’s judgment, then cease.

What we see in these passages is:

· God is showing a similar display again, as He is looking to move mightily amongst the Jews – His chosen people.

· He has been doing that in recent decades, as He has been bringing the Jews back to Israel in huge numbers.

· God is creating a nation of them in ways never seen in any other ancient people.

· As we move ahead in Revelation, we’re going to see how the Lord is going to work in powerful ways with His chosen people on earth during the Tribulation period.

And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God 

The lamps mentioned here in verse 5 are not like the lampstands mentioned in the first two chapters of Revelation.  The Greek word for the lampstands in chapters 1 and 2 maintained a calm and steady flame.  The Greek for lamp here was commonly used for an outdoor torch that burned vigorously and sometimes violently.  Another important aspect to note here is that the “lamps of fire” is a picture of the Holy Spirit which is consistent with other passages in the New Testament (Acts 2:3 and 1 Thessalonians 5:19).  Unlike an earthly fire, in which something is consumed in the process of making the flame, the flames described here seem to be burning of their own power source, not needing anything outside to provide energy.

The “seven Spirits of God” is a reference to the sevenfold ministry of the Holy Spirit gathered from Isaiah 11:2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him1, the spirit of wisdom2 and understanding3, the spirit of counsel4 and strength5, the spirit of knowledge6 and the fear of the LORD7.
6 and before the throne there was something like a sea of glass, like crystal... 

In New Testament times, clear smooth glass like we use on many windows now was simply not available. The technology for making clear, smooth glass was not to come for many centuries.  Glass then was bumpy, bubbly, milky looking at best, and small in size.  That is why John uses the additional comparative phrase “like crystal”.  By that he meant rock crystal like quartz, which could sometimes be found in a form that was clear and smooth on the surface.

…and in the center and around the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front and behind.  7 The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle.  8 And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY IS THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME."

Comparison of the Living Beings of Revelation 4 to similar beings from Ezekiel and Isaiah
	Living Beings (Revelation 4)
	Living Beings 

(Ezekiel 1)
	Cherubim 

(Ezekiel 10)
	Seraphim (Isaiah 6)

	v. 6  midst of and around throne
	v. 26  under throne
	v. 1  under throne
	v. 2  above throne

	v. 6  full of eyes before and behind
	v. 18  rings full of eyes
	v. 12  full of eyes
	 

	v. 7  one face each: 
	v. 6  four faces each:
	v. 14  four faces each:
	 

	1. like a lion 

2. like an ox (or calf)

3. like a man 

4. like an eagle 
	1. like a lion 

2. like an ox 

3. like a man 

4. like an eagle 
	1. like a lion 

2. like a cherub

3. like a man 

4. like an eagle 
	 

	v. 8  six wings full of eyes within
	v. 6  four wings
	v. 21  four wings
	v. 2  six wings

	v. 8  "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty"
	 
	 
	v. 3  "Holy, holy, holy, Lord of hosts"

	v. 8  "which was and is and is to come"
	 
	 
	v. 3  "The whole earth is full of His glory"

	 
	v.  7  feet straight
	 
	 

	 
	v.  8  hands under wings
	 
	 

	 
	v.13  likeness of fire
	 
	 

	 
	v.16  wheels
	 
	 


What we know about the 4 living creatures:

· They are four in number
· Their description is very similar to that of Ezekiel and may tie into the description by Isaiah as well.
· Therefore their position and existence is not subject to change from one dispensation to the next – under the Law of Moses – and now after the church is taken up.
· Unlike the elders, their appearance in heaven does not seem to be related to the rapture of the church or earthly events.
· They seem always to be close to the throne of God, in both Old Testament and New Testament
· Their glorifying God is done “24/7”
· In chapter 6 of Revelation – verses 1,3,7,9 – they have a place in executing judgment
· They seem to initiate the response of worship by the 24 elders
· They do not seem to be human, yet are differentiated from the angels, which would make them a special class of creature – perhaps angelic, but of special category, with special assignment
9 And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever, 

Let’s dig into this Greek a bit:
· will be giving. Future tense.  They will be continuing on into the eternal future giving glory to God. They have been glorifying Him and will do so forever

· the One sitting upon the throne. God continually occupies His throne of authority!

· Continually living, He is the One who never ceases to be and be living!

· Into the ages of the ages. The unending cycle of ages, eons, eternities, forevers, etc

· Here is the sense of these word in English:
Rev 4:9 And when the living beings will be giving glory and honor and good-gracing to the One sitting upon the throne and to the One who is continually living into the ages of the ages!
10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

A little more digging:

· Will throw themselves. They are so moved at His presence that they cast themselves at His feet! Also future tense: They will be continually doing this on into the future!

· Will before-prostrate. Again, a future tense. They will continue to do this into the future! 
· Before-prostrate. The Greek word was used to describe Greek and Persian leaders who would throw themselves before the feet of their kings.

· Toss their crowns. Another future tense. As if this will go on and on and on into eternity! 
The entire tone of the wording in the verse is that this is voluntary. They are so overwhelmed at the Lord’s presence, they cannot help themselves! Repeatedly they toss the crowns and pick them up only to toss them at the Lord’s feet again and again and again and again!

11 "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created."

God’s glory and honor are displayed in His marvelous wisdom and creative power. God does not have to puzzle with trial and error to see if something will work!  He wills it and it is!  Man puzzles over creation. Outside of God we have theories like the Big Bang and evolution.  Here’s a quote that gives some idea how outlandishly ridiculous such theories are, 
“If you took all the carbon in the universe and put it on the face of the earth, allowed it to chemically react at the most rapid rate, and left it for a billion years, the odds of creating just one functional protein molecule would be one chance in a 10 with 60 zeroes behind it.”  










-Walter L Bradley PH.D.

Here’s what that looks like:

10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000

In other words it ain’t happ’n’in’.  

God’s power, His wisdom, His glory, Who He is, is so far beyond our own comprehension that when we meet Him face to face we will for all eternity bow before Him and worship constantly.
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