Revelation 5:1-15 - Seven Seals 

I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.

This is one of fifty times in Revelation John says that he saw (or looked).  It conveys a powerful message that what he is telling us is eyewitness information.

The right hand is a phrase that shows up 126 times in scripture.  It was the hand of power and authority.  The fact that the scroll is in God’s right hand demonstrates the significance of the document. We know from verses 5-7 that the One who the book is being handed to is Christ the Lord.  Therefore the book is being held and handed to Christ by God the Father.  This makes sense because Christ told the disciples in Acts 1:6-7 that it was the Father’s place to determine the time for these events to begin.  Also, we now know “this”, the future time when John is writing, is the time set by the Father for these long predicted events to begin to pass. God the Father sits on throne because the power and authority is eternally and rightfully His to hold.  He is sitting on the throne also because now is the time for judgment.

2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?"

This is the first of 3 times the word pairing “strong angel” shows up in Revelation.  It conveys the idea that the angel is forceful or deliberate and what the angel is doing is not incidental or secondary.  The angel proclamation brings out some key points about the scroll which is about to be handed to Christ: 

· Who is worthy?  

· Who is fully & uniquely qualified?

· The book must be opened – that’s for certain!

· Its contents must be revealed – that is imperative!

· But! …breaking its seals is only to be done by the one worthy – period!

· No substitutions or compromises are allowed here

3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it. 

No one is able to open it.  Not even the angel who is without sin?  Not even the fact that the angel is described as strong, even by heavenly standards?  Not even one of the elders?  What about one the 4 creatures?  Not them either?  John is truly dismayed by this situation.  So much so that...

4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it;

He weeps greatly.  John realizes the importance of the scroll.  He realizes what it means for he hears the angel ask who is able to open the scroll and he wants badly for the scroll to opened.  God holds this scroll in His right hand and its contents must be exceedingly important.  John is just all out of sorts.  This heavenly scene has really got him out of place and his actions are silly to the rest of those on the heavenly scene.  Fortunately the elders help him understand what is going on.

5 and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals." 

Stop weeping!  This word is in the imperative mood meaning “John you must stop weeping!”  Then this word “behold” shows up again telling us to take a mental picture, look intently, and focus on what is going on.  

Then the elder refers to Christ as the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah.  This is the specific lion from the tribe of Judah he is speaking about.  Not just anyone from the tribe of Judah will do, fortunately this is THE one, THE lion.  (Genesis 49:9-10)

Next Christ is called the Root of David  

2 Samuel 7:16 tells us that the Messiah must be a descendent of David.  Genealogies of Christ in Matthew and Luke verify that fact.  Christ is the Root of David because He is David’s source by His deity.  Christ is also a branch of David in His humanity as a physical descendent of David.  Jeremiah 33:15 prophetically referred to Christ as the branch of David.  

Last the insightful elder tells John that Christ has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.  Something that stands out here is that Christ HAS overcome.  It is past tense, already done.  The word for overcome was a legal term.  Like to have won a case in a legal sense.  That is exactly what Christ has done for us.  He has legally won our case by taking our place and our punishment upon Himself.  He as declared us to be righteous.  He is uniquely qualified to open the scroll because of who He is and what He has done.

HHBC -15 Revelation- April 11, 2009

Revelation 5:1-5 -Page 2 of 2
HHBC -15 Revelation- April 11, 2009

Revelation 5:1-5 -Page 1 of 2

