Revelation 5:11-14 – Now, Everybody Sing!

The Big Picture

Just to keep us on course with our understanding of the “Big Picture”, let’s examine the “Big Picture” once again.  To do that, let’s walk through the sequence that is shown in more graphical form on the next page.

· The book of Revelation was written just before the end of the first century.

· Now, some 1900 years later, we’re still at a time before the rapture of the church.

· The rapture, when Christ takes His church age saints home to be with Him, has not taken place yet, but could take place at any time.  It is imminent.

· The point we are reading about in Revelation chapter 5 now is right on the verge of the beginning of the Tribulation period.

· The Tribulation period, which lasts seven years, follows, when we will be with Christ in the heavenlies.

· The end of that seven years will mark the second coming of Christ, and will usher in the Millennium, the thousand year period of Christ’s reign on earth, when we will reign with Him.

Next, as we move on to complete our study of Revelation chapters 4 and 5, we will find that we are at the end of the longest of the heavenly scenes.  The heavenly scenes will take on a different character from here on out.  Once we see the Lamb  - the little Lamb - open the seals in Revelation chapter 6, the Tribulation will have begun.  The perspective in these heavenly scenes then changes radically.

For some time now, as we go into the book of Revelation, through chapter 19, the heavenly scenes will be shorter.  The interaction with people and events on planet earth will occupy more of the focus in the heavenly scene.  Even in view of that, we would do  well to keep in mind that Christ is still in the heavenlies – all through the Tribulation.  We are still “with Christ” all during this time.  While it appears that we will be aware of earthly things, we still appear to be focused first and foremost upon Christ, which is precisely where the Lord calls us to set our minds right now, anyway (Colossians 3:1-4).  The focal point is not just a place – certainly not earth, but not heaven either.  The focal point for us who have believed during the church age is and will remain – with Christ – where He is.  

With the ‘Big Picture’ before us, and these points as an introduction, let’s take a look at Revelation 5:11:

11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 
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John tells us that he both saw and heard.  That’s the sort of thing you would expect of an eyewitness.  But there is something perhaps unexpected from our eyewitness: John describes three categories of creatures, and the number of them is great, yet John writes that they say with one voice, in singular form.  In spite of their great number, they all speak in unity of message and expression.

As for the angels, they were initially described as being “many” in number.  We know from earlier in the passage that the living creatures were four in number.  We know from earlier in the passage that there were 24 elders – representing the saints raptured out of the church age, and taken from the earth prior to the Tribulation.  But their total John describes as, “…myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,”.

Now a myriad is a number we don’t use that often.  Not even Carl Sagan spoke in terms of “myriads and myriads…”.  “Myriads” is basically a transliteration of the Greek word in plural form.  In the singular, it means 10,000, which is the largest number in the Greek system of numbers.  It was frequently used to mean a large, countless number.  Since ‘myriad’ is given in the plural (myriads), it means countless numbers of countless numbers.  But John does not leave us there.  He adds to that countless number of countless numbers, “thousands of thousands”, just in case we were just the least bit unclear about the first population count of myriads of myriads,
As human beings we are impressed and perhaps overwhelmed by huge numbers.  There can be numbers which are beyond our time and patience for counting and beyond our ability to grasp, except perhaps conceptually.  Both astronomical and microscopic figures tend to blow our mental circuits at both extremes.  When we hear about the number of stars in our galaxy and the number of galaxies, our mental fuses tend to blow out.  Similar wonders exist at the opposite end with such things as the numbers of cells in our bodies and the number of atoms in a cubic foot of ocean water.  But John is at similar limits of human comprehension at giving a figure for the numbers of beings he saw.  John’s “created being” meter was pegged, and way, way over the top of its capacity.     He used all the large number units the Greek language could come up with, and then expressed it in endless compounded multiples.  

But God is not ‘blown away’ by this.  He created all these beings by the word of His mouth.  When God created the countless stars, Genesis 1:16 just says, “He created the stars also.”  He just threw those in as a bonus – no big deal to Him.  Now that the angels are saying together in innumerable multitudes, God is not awed or overwhelmed - but John certainly is, isn’t he?

Let’s take a look at what this overwhelmingly large number of created beings is doing.  Verse 12 tells us that they were:

12 saying with a loud voice,

"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."   

What John heard, he heard as a loud voice.  That shouldn’t surprise us, given the huge number of beings that are speaking at one time with one singular voice.  We would be best off to adjust our thinking to what this scene describes, because every church age believer who places their faith in Christ for salvation will be there to join in this one voice.  This passage includes us!  We’ll be part of that one singular “loud voice”, declaring the worth of the little Lamb - in the throne room of the heavenlies.

Together, these countless creatures – vast in number - are saying in one voice that “the Lamb is worthy”.  The Greek word order here places the emphasis on “worthy”.  The little Lamb - Christ Jesus our Lord - is worthy.  His worthiness comes from who He is, and what He has done.  He is the little Lamb who was slaughtered for our iniquities.  Revelation 5:9 already told us why the little Lamb is worthy – He was slain (Isaiah 53).

Then let’s be sure to take note of what the little Lamb is worthy of, as it says, “to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing".  The Lamb, that little Lamb, is very worthy.  As you will recall, last week, when we said that seven was the number of totality and completeness, as revealed from the very first pages of Scripture to this very last book.  Even apart from the specific things that are listed that He is worthy to receive, we find that He is worthy to receive a totality; simply everything.  He deserves it all!

Having said that, let’s go one step further and look carefully at each of the seven words used to describe what the little Lamb is said to be worthy to receive:

power – dunamin – Authority to rule over all things, due in part to His nature, character and identity, and in part due to what He uniquely has done 

riches – plouton – Wealth and abundance, being the Originator of all things

wisdom  - sophian – Eminently wise, with the ability to chose the eternal best means to accomplish all things, with an incomparable understanding

might – ischun – Ability to accomplish all His wise eternal purposes, consistent with His character

honor – timen – Esteemed highly for Who He is and what He has done

glory – doxa – The highest attribution of honor, because glory is Who He is;

His intrinsic radiance 

blessing – eulogian – Literally, “good-word”; giving back in message the blessings He has brought about on our behalf

Then let’s take note of the next verse – verse 13:

13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying,

"To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."   

Wow!  There‘s a lot here, so let’s take it one piece at a time.  Up to now, the voices speaking the worth and wonders of the Lamb have been of those placed in the heavenlies.  But now we see a widening of the ones declaring His worth to the entire creation.  The sequence of declarations that has taken place in the heavenly scene is:

Revelation 4:8

Four Living Creatures

Revelation 4:11
24 Elders

Revelation 5:9, 10
Four Living Creatures and 24 Elders

Revelation 5:12
Four Living Creatures, 24 Elders and All Angels

Revelation 5:13
Four Living Creatures, 24 Elders, All Angels and                               Earthly Created Beings

Based on the overall message of Revelation and of Scripture, the earthly created beings referred to in verse 13 do not seem to include those human beings remaining upon the earth who have denied the Savior.

Now Paul the apostle tells us in Romans 8:18-23:

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 

The redemption of our bodies has taken place at the point described in this passage, since we will have been raptured, that is, taken up to be with the Lord.  John is including in Revelation 5:13 those creatures who will be relieved of their oppression under the Adamic curse.  The relief from the curse to which all creation has been subject will ultimately be made, and the steps to bringing about that relief is about to be set in motion.  Therefore these created beings have a real cause for expression of glory to our Lord.  It makes one wonder to what degree unredeemed mankind still on the earth will think of this moment, if they are aware of anything at all.  What will they see when all creation joins the throng that is worshipping the worthiness of the Lord?  This passage does not address that, so we’ll just have to wonder about that.

Notice the amazing thing that takes place in the last half of verse 13:

"To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."

The most notable thing here is that the worship due the One sitting on the throne, the heavenly Father, is due to the “little Lamb” as well.  This verse, among many others in Revelation, points so directly to the deity of the little Lamb, who is the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior.  We will see in the chapters that lie ahead two places where unfallen angels tell John not to worship them.  But the Little Lamb does not tell the created beings not to worship Him in this passage or any other.  Worship is appropriate because it is due Him for Who He is and what He has done!  Three of the four expressions of praise are identical between this verse and verse 12, where praise is given to the Lamb alone.  There are, in fact, a great many places in the book of Revelation where the Lord Jesus Christ is proclaimed to be deity.  In the writings of the apostle John we see Christ’s deity proclaimed again and again.  For instance: 

John Reveals the Deity of Christ:

John 10:30
“I and the Father are One‘

Revelation 21:22  
The Father and the Lamb are the temple

Revelation 21:23 
The Father and the Lamb are the source of light 

Revelation 21:1,3
The Father and The Lamb on a single throne

Revelation 22:3-5
The Father and The Lamb have the same name

This is but a small sampling of the references in Revelation attesting to the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ and we will continue to touch upon those as we go along.  

14 And the four living creatures kept saying, "Amen." And the elders fell down and worshiped. 

This, the longest of the descriptions of the heavenly scenes in Revelation, ends in Revelation 5:14 with the four living creatures saying “amen”.  This is the Greek word “amen”, from the Hebrew word “aman”.  “Aman” is from a root meaning “to be firm, stable, sure, established, and trustworthy”.  The word was used to acknowledge and emphasize what was valid, sure and true, or important and significant.

So the four living creatures were repeatedly attesting to the truth of all the words of praise that had been said.

And then we see that the elders fell down and worshipped.  What John is describing here is us!  We will be continually falling down and worshipping the Lord Jesus Christ.  Without arm twisting or coercion, we will all fall before the Lord Jesus Christ and worship Him again and again and again, worshipping anew the glorified Lord of glory, the glorified little Lamb, the one who is about to open the seven seals…
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