Revelation 7:9-17 - Serving Multitudes

9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; 

“After these things…”  

Genesis 22:1 

Now it came about after these things, that God….

Genesis 22:20

Now it came about after these things, that it was told Abraham…

Genesis 40:1

Then it came about after these things, the cupbearer…

Genesis 48:1

Now it came about after these things that Joseph…

Leviticus 26:18

“If also after these things you do not obey Me, then… 

John 3:22

After these things Jesus and His disciples came…

John 19:38

After these things Joseph of Arimathea… 

This phrase gets used several times in the Revelation:

· Revelation 1:19
· Revelation 4:1
· Revelation 7:9
· Revelation 9:12
· Revelation 15:5
· Revelation 20:3
Throughout Scripture this phrase is used in a historical sense.  It is used to talk about things that actually happened.  John uses the phrase the same way in Revelation.  It demonstrates that the events of Revelation are real events that John actually saw.  He’s not dreaming them up or making it up as he goes.  It is real.  He saw, he heard it, he was there; it is real.  God invited him to come see what will happen.

 “every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues…”
Revelation 5:9

And they sang a new song, saying,

"Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation...”   

Revelation 7:9 

After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands 

Revelation 10:11

11 And they said to me, "You must prophesy again concerning many peoples and nations and tongues and kings." 

Revelation 11:9

9 Those from the peoples and tribes and tongues and nations will look at their dead bodies for three and a half days, and will not permit their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb. 

Revelation 17:15

15 And he said to me, "The waters which you saw where the harlot sits, are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues…” 

These references in Revelation to nations, tribes, peoples and tongues are clearly:

1) …global and international in scope and scale (Revelation 5:9 and 7:9 says every; 7:9 says all)

2) …focusing on people, rather than the earth, land, sea, air, etc.

3) …specifically to include Gentiles (versus being exclusively Jewish)

4) …taken from the language of rulers of empires (e.g., Daniel 4:1, 6:25)

10 and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, 

"Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."

We have here, not a cry for Salvation based on the need of God and the Lamb for salvation.  God and the Lamb are definitely not in need of salvation.  It is a cry of triumphant praise and overwhelming thankfulness for what the Lord has accomplished in salvation of these Tribulation saints.  God is given all the credit for salvation.

11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 

12 saying, 

"Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen." 

In this brief heavenly scene we are returning to the patterns of endless praise - praise from the angels and the elders and 4 living creatures - praise, as we saw in chapter 4 and especially 5 of Revelation.  Notice how these creatures in heaven do not seem to tire of praising the Lord.  Nobody is looking down at his watch to see if it’s time for the next thing on the schedule.  It is as if the musicians of Holly Hills were just playing their instruments for years on end without ever stopping! 

13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?" 

One of the elders asks John rhetorical questions, “Who are this great multitude all in white robes?  And where have they come from?” He is asking the questions to focus attention on the answer.  Now you may recall that the last time a question was asked in heaven.  An angel was asking who was worthy to open the scroll and since there was no response fast enough for John’s liking, John broke out in loud weeping – very out of heavenly character.  This time when a question is asked, John responds much more calmly, as we will soon see.

14 I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

15 "For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them. 

16 "They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat; 

17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes." 

John recognizes that the question was put to him not because he knew all the answers, or was even expected to have the answers, but because it was a learning opportunity for John - the elder was there to bring out the truth. Have you noticed that truth in your life?  The Lord will bring questions into our lives through various circumstances and means – sometimes deep questions.  God isn’t expecting us to have all the answers, but He desires that we learn and grow in the midst of those questions – stimulating circumstances.  Have you found that the learning process begins when we say back God, “Lord, you know”…

The Tribulation is not over – in fact many worse things are yet to come.  About two-thirds of the judgments are yet to come.  Many of the judgments yet to come are even more severe than what we have seen up to this point.  The severity will grow as the Tribulation period comes to its climax.  The worst of the martyrdom is yet to take place, but in spite of this there are a great many being saved.  The Tribulation is a time of great tribulation, but it is also a time in which God’s overflowing mercy is made evident and the severity of the times directs many to the blood of the Lamb.  We aren’t given a direct connection in this text, but it may be that the ministries of the 144,000 - and other ministries of the Lord during this time – have been having their effect.

When would you ever wash something in blood?

If you wanted something white, blood would not be on your list of laundry cleaners! But, sin is no ordinary stain and this is no ordinary blood!  It is real easy for us to underestimate the severe problem that sin presents.  Sin is so severe a problem that God cannot even look upon it in apathy.  Sin is entirely and irreversibly, contrary to God’s unchangeable character.  When it comes to sin, God cannot grade on the curve.  The blood of the Lamb is the only thing that will wash away this stain that is the result of sin.  The righteous Lamb of God had to shed His blood if there was any hope at all of cleansing the sin stain.  However, only those who would trust the blood to do the cleansing would see the sparkling white results.  Notice that there is no other way presented for making these robes white.  If one is not washed in the blood, they won’t stand before the throne!

Comparing and contrasting Jews, Church Age Saints, Tribulation Saints, & the 144,000

	Jews
	Church Saints
	Tribulation Saints
	144,000

	A Nation

(Exodus19:6)
	Christ’s Body

(1 Corinthians 12:27)
	 A Multitude of Nations

(Revelation 7:9)
	A Specific Number

(Revelation 7:4)

	1/3 Saved

(Zechariah 13:8-9)
	All Saved

(Ephesians 1:13)
	All Saved
	All Saved

	Subject to wrath
	Not subject to wrath

(1 Thessalonians 5: 9-10)
	Subject to wrath
	Protected from Wrath

(Revelation 9:4)

	Refined by Tribulation
	Raptured prior to Tribulation
	Come out of Tribulation
	Sealed during the Tribulation for evangelism 
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