Revelation 8:8-13 – A Talking Eagle

‘The end of the world’ – just exactly when is that going to be?

When the seal, trumpet, and bowl judgment takes place, though many living at that time likely believe that these events are in fact the end of the world.  We know from our understanding of Scripture, and as we will see when we get to Revelation 20 and beyond, that the end of this world won’t come until over a 1000 years later, after Christ the Lamb, Israel’s Messiah, has reigned on the earth from Jerusalem for 1000 years.  By that measure, ‘the end of the world’ –  the present one - is at least 1007 years from today, and quite possibly more.

OK – give me the bad news
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This morning, since we explored the 1st of the seven trumpet judgments last week, we’ll be looking at Revelation 8:8-13.  So we’ll be looking at the 2nd through the 4th trumpet judgments in these verses.  Notice the patterns that are evident in these judgments, as indicated on the overhead and here in this slide insert.


The Bible tells us about seven military trumpeters in the Old Testament, in Joshua chapter 6 (see text box insert above).  What is interesting to see, in this time in which the church is taken out of the world, and in which the Israel is again being prepared to take center stage in the place of world events and to rule in fulfillment of God promises, is that we see events from Israel’s history, plagues upon Egypt and seven military trumpets, becoming the focus again.  These are just more, in a series of evidences in chapter after chapter after chapter, that the church has been taken out and the people and land of Israel are now center stage in the events on planet earth.
With that, let’s turn to our passage at hand, which is Revelation 8:8-13:

8 The second angel sounded, and something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea became blood, 

As for the phrase “something like” in verse 8, the Greek word is hos, which is used 64 times in Revelation and about 400 times in the entire New Testament.  The word is typically translated, “something like”, “like”, or “as”.  John uses the Greek word hos these many times to indicate that he is making comparisons with things he and his readers can best understand and relate to.  Much of what he is describing is not in the immediate realm of everyday experience for people of his time and place, the 1st century of the eastern Mediterranean.  What he sees, he describes for us as “a great mountain burning with fire”.  

Now what is this thing John compares to ‘a great mountain’?  We have these items to help us understand:

· John says it’s “something like”, so he is using comparative language.

· It is obviously very large – huge.

· His comparison with a great mountain reinforces the idea of great size, but a mountain would also seem to indicate rock or rock and soil.

· It is burning with fire, being consumed by the fire, and it is being thrown into the sea

· The Greek word for “thrown” here being based on the Greek word ballō, from where we get our English word “ball”.

Some have suggested that John is describing a nuclear explosion, but a nuclear explosion is too easy to attribute to human origin.  Besides, a nuclear explosion looks more like a cloud than a mountain, and would not need to be thrown into the sea.  In fact a nuclear explosion would look like it was coming from the sea rather than going into it, and nuclear explosions have not had the consequence of making the water look like blood.

Others have even suggested that God is actually removing a mountain from the land and casting it into a sea.  While this may be more plausible than this verse describing a nuclear explosion, the text does not say that a mountain is removed, nor describe the damage to the land from removing a mountain.   John, rather than saying it actually is a mountain, instead says that it is like a mountain.  This understanding also fails to explain why the mountain is burning, unless that’s by miraculous means or already volcanic and molten.

Likely the best understanding is that this is an asteroid or comet from interplanetary space.  All the pieces of information we are given best fit this understanding.  Given that the words in this verse are descriptive, but not technically specific, we might allow for some variation from the explicit comet or asteroid scenario.  What is described could be either something already in space that is headed for earth at this time, or God directing an existing body toward the earth, or even God creating one for this purpose.

NASA has a program known as the Near Earth Objects (NEO) Program, which searches for and catalogs potential NEOs (http://neo.jpl.nasa.gov/neo/).  While there is nothing currently anticipated to hit earth that matches with what Revelation 8 describes, that could change…  

9 and a third of the creatures which were in the sea and had life, died; and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

Let’s take a look at verse 8 and what we just read in verse 9 to see what John describes as the consequences of this thing that looks like a burning mountain thrown into the sea.  It says that 1/3 of the sea became blood.  This 1/3 (triton in the Greek) means a large portion, but not half.  As we noted before, this 1/3 figure is used repeatedly in the trumpet judgments, about 15 times, extending over five trumpet judgments.  As we’ve mentioned before, we should allow John the use of comparative language here in saying “the water turned to blood”.  This likely means that the water had the appearance of blood, that is, deep red and losing transparency, like blood.  Mineral oxides and sulfur compounds often have a red appearance, and the presence of those minerals in an interplanetary body could cause the water to turn red,  approximating blood in appearance.  While the water may or may not be directly poisonous as a result, either by the physical impact or the blood appearing contaminant or both, we read that 1/3 of the sea creatures died.

Now we know that the oceans are filled with sea creatures, even in our era of pollution and overfishing.  Even in this fallen world, the beauty and majesty of what God has made is overwhelming.  When 1/3 of the sea creatures die, that is a problem!  Whether the mass death comes by means of toxic pollution, removal of oxygen, by choking the fishes’ gills with particles, or by shock waves to sensitive tissues, it’s a problem because a critical food source is now greatly diminished.  Some parts of the world rely substantially on the ocean for food.  That is, 1/6th of the world's population now gets more than 1/3 of their animal protein from the sea.  In this event, 1/3 of that source will be gone in a short period of time.  Fishing and the processing of what is caught are a major industry for many coastal cities in both richer and poorer nations, employing about 200 million people worldwide.  Currently leading the world in the commerce of fishing are China, Japan, Peru, Chile, Russia, and the U.S.  We’re talking major job and other economic losses, though as to what part of the world, geographically, we’re not told specifically.  This is also a problem because massive fish and whale die-offs are a huge health problem - and a very smelly one at that.  It’s a problem because of dead and dying fish on beaches, in port, canal and waterway lock facilities, power plant cooling water intakes, and the like.

It also tells us that 1/3 of the ships were destroyed.  If that were to happen today, given the world’s present count of shipping, passenger, military, research and other vessels, that would make for a loss of somewhere around 20,000 seagoing vessels all at once, including their passengers and their cargo.  The legendary sinking of single major ships in the past will now be eclipsed by this one event.  When one has a list of thousands upon thousands of ships, the loss of just one drops into insignificance – however tragic it might have seemed at the time.

So the catastrophic judgment announced by the 2nd trumpet brings massive damage to the seas, sea life and ships.  One can only imagine what “spin” the world’s newscasters will put on this one, but they’ll have plenty of material to work with during this time. But the  worst is yet to come, and the horrible catastrophe we read of next is not the worst.

10 The third angel sounded, and a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of waters. 

This describes something in the nature of a comet or disintegrating meteor.  John says it was burning like a torch: bright and being consumed, and perhaps disintegrating as it fell into the earth’s atmosphere.  What John describes is not so much of a physical mass impact phenomenon, but rather something that lands on or gets into fresh water supplies and resources.  The surface water is included here, but one can easily envision a scenario in which groundwater supplies are impacted as well.  

Before we move on, in order to keep out understanding clear, we should note that Scripture uses the term “heaven” or “heavens” in three ways:

1) The atmospheric heavens – Acts 14:17 -  “rains from heaven”

2) The stellar heavens – Psalm 19 - “heavens declare the glory of God”

3) The place where God dwells – Matthew 5:45 – “your Father in heaven”

The idea that there are other levels of heaven does not come from Scripture, but the concept that there are seven levels of heaven comes from: 

· Jewish mythology

· Medieval mythology

· Islamic doctrine, which possibly came from Jewish mythology

· and a modern TV show about the family of a pastor who doesn’t seem to know the 1st thing about Scripture

The idea that there are three levels of the spiritual heaven comes from Joseph Smith, founder of Mormonism.  

11 The name of the star is called Wormwood; and a third of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the waters, because they were made bitter. 

The star is named Wormwood and it causes 1/3 of the fresh waters to become bitter like the shrub called wormwood.  Though really nasty as far as being bitter, none of the five species of wormwood in the Mediterranean are actually toxic to the point of death.  However, the name ”wormwood” helps describe the terrible bitterness of the water which also has the characteristic of being deadly poisonous.  It says that 1/3 of the fresh waters of the world are made bitter to the taste and toxic for ingestion.  While you might think that people would just stop drinking it in order not to die, that is easy to say when you’ve got fresh water from somewhere else to drink and bathe in.  When bitter water is all there is for many, many miles, one’s thirst can make one torn between horrible dryness of mouth and deadly toxicity.  If not toxicity, mass dehydration will likely become a major world health hazard.  Though filtration and purification systems may help bring relief to some degree, mankind’s ability to deal with this crisis will be overwhelmed and inadequate.  

12 The fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were struck, so that a third of them would be darkened and the day would not shine for a third of it, and the night in the same way. 

This judgment brings a limitation upon either the extent of the light during a portion of the day and night, or a reduction in the percentage of the light getting through to earth.  Perhaps this will be a strange eclipse, or perhaps it will result from atmospheric particles from the prior two judgments we’ve looked at this morning.  Either way, this is a real disruption – right?  It will increase the demand upon what will no doubt be a severely strained supply of fuel, and it will increase the time in which mankind lives in darkness, as well as decrease the heat coming from the sun.  For what length of time this goes on, we are not told.  Those who will be going through it will know exactly how long it will have lasted, and it will be one more thing that is outside of man’s direct ability to control, and totally in God’s hands.  This and the other judgments all fit with the kinds of cosmic disturbances that are predicted by the Old Testament prophets and by Christ in Matthew 24.

13 Then I looked, and I heard an eagle flying in midheaven, saying with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!" 

Now there are several interesting things that stand out about this verse:  The King James Version has the word angelos in the Greek text, which is here translated ‘angel’ and is also translated ‘messenger’ in some contexts.  But the older and broader range of manuscripts have this word as aetou, which is commonly translated as ‘eagle’, and the image we get from it and what it says is not good.

This flying carnivore is pictured as saying something in a loud voice.  Interestingly, this is the only one of the many loud voices in Revelation that does not come from the throne room of God, but neither does the loud voice come from those on the earth.  The Greek word translated here “midheaven” or “midst of heaven” is used 3 times in the book of Revelation, and each time it describes a creature flying in it or in the midst of it.  It means the position of the sun at high noon – in prominent position where it is visible to all on earth.  The bird is quoted as using a word that was used in expressions of grief in John’s time.  The English translations have this flying messenger saying “Woe!”.  But in fact this is the 1st of 7 times that the word is used throughout the Tribulation period in the book of Revelation, and the same word is used at times of wailing and loud weeping: ouai!
There are three trumpet blasts yet to take place and we will look at these starting next week.  They are indeed horrible, but in fact the seven bowl judgments are worse still.    

As I read about these judgments, I cannot help but think that many in the midst of the Tribulation period will in truth be driven to ponder what really matters.  Perhaps they had been putting off a decision about Christ prior to the start of the Tribulation.  But when these horrible times begin – rolling from one agonizing catastrophe to another – putting off these ponderings no longer makes sense to them.  They begin to see that God is indeed in control, and begin to think about what matters eternally.  They begin to see that this earth is not so solid, and begin to see that things on this earth cannot be depended upon.

In truth, all of us gathering here thing morning, I trust, have come to the same conclusion already.  We who have placed out faith in Him won’t go through these horrible Tribulation events – but we have been and will go through tribulations.  When the best this world has to offer us falls short of our expectations, we realize that this world’s idols are like the gods of Egypt – worthless.  We’ve come to the place where we realize that there is nothing better – there is nothing more important than standing in faith upon the facts of Scripture.  We’ve come to realize that knowing Christ is more important than anything else.  Eternal life with Him starts right now – not even waiting until we see  Him face to face – as wonderful as that will be.  

Seven Trumpets in Joshua 6:4,5





        ( Israel went to take Jericho by the Lord’s command & miraculous intervention…





4 "Also seven priests shall carry seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark; then on the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 





5 "It shall be that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people will go up every man straight ahead."
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