Revelation 10:1-11 – Just Eat It!

Where are we?

Let’s start by taking a look at the chart that shows the three sets of seven judgments each, the seven seal judgments, the seven trumpet judgments, and the seven bowl judgments.   What we are looking at this morning is what we might call an “interlude” between the 6th and 7th judgments that takes place in each of the three sets of judgments.  The first such interlude was between the 6th and 7th seal judgments.  This morning’s passage is the first half of the interlude between the 6th and 7th trumpet judgments.  When we get to it, we’ll see that there is also an interlude between the 6th and 7th bowl judgments.

1 I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire; 

John brings up for the second time, in this inspired prophetic masterpiece, the “strong angel”.  There are three places in the book of Revelation where it speaks of a “strong angel”, and that means that the angel is “mighty” or “powerful”.  In the text box below are the passages that speak of Revelation’s ‘strong angels”:

[image: image1.png]“come” down out of heaven” or
“come” down from heaven”
in the New Testament:

Reference Reference  What is Coming
Luke 9:54 Rev3:12  New Jerusalem
John 6:33* Rev 10:14 Strong Angeld
John 6:38* Rev13:13  Fire

John 6:41* Rev 16:21 Hailstones

John 6:42* Rev18:1  Another Angel
John 6:50* Rev20:1  An Angel

John 6:51* Rev20:9  Fire

John 6:58* Rev21:2  New Jerusalem
John 12:27 Rev21:10 New Jerusalem

* In reference to Jesus saying He is the bread of
life, coming “down out of Heaven™.

+ Or other tenses: came, coming, comes. ..

Items in magenta are all either

fire “coming down from heaven™

fire “coming down out of heaven™




As we see above, the first reference to a “strong angel” shows up in chapter 5.  That strong angel in chapter 5 (and this may be the same one in chapter 10, but we are not told specifically) called for the one qualified to open the scroll, Who was Christ the Lamb.  The second  reference in Revelation to the “strong angel” is in chapter 10.  He is described in such powerful terms in this passage, as we will see, that one could almost think that this angel was actually Christ Himself, and some have come to that conclusion.  However, there are some good reasons for seeing this “strong angel” as an angel indeed, but not Christ:

· First, the “strong angel” in chapter 10 is another angel – the Greek means ‘another angel of the same kind’.

· The same word pair, “strong angel”, in the other two contexts is clearly not Christ the Lamb.

· Christ is not known to come to earth before it is time for Him to do so, because when He comes again, “every eye will see Him”.

· The “strong angel” swears an oath – by Him Who lives forever and ever.

· That gives one the impression that this angel is not the Lord Himself.

The third “strong angel” shows up towards the end of the Tribulation period upon the destruction of Babylon.  That places a ”strong angel” about at the beginning, middle and end of the Tribulation – a nice symmetry of time, actually.  The first two “strong angels” have scrolls in hand.  The last “strong angel” casts a millstone into the sea and pronounces a judgment.

Another fascinating word pattern that comes out of this passage is the phrase “down out of heaven”:


In the New Testament, only John the apostle uses the phrase “down out of heaven” or “down from heaven” (see chart to the left):

· All of John’s use of this phrase in the Gospel of John are from a passage in John chapter 6 where Christ calls Himself,  “the bread of life”.

· It is used in the Gospel of John chapter 6 seven times.

· In Revelation, we’ve seen this phrase once before – when we were studying the seven churches (3:12).

· In chapter 10 we’re encountering it for the second time.

There is a specific pattern for what is ‘coming down from’ or ‘out of heaven’.  Before the Tribulation, the New Jerusalem is spoken of as coming down out of heaven.  After the Tribulation we find two more instances of the New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven.  But you might be saying, “Wait!  I thought you said that John is the only author in the New Testament who uses this phrase “down out from heaven” or “down from heaven”.  Here’s this one place in the Gospel of Luke where it shows up… and we know that Dr. Luke wrote that book!”  Well…when we look up that verse in Luke 9:54, we find that James and his brother John are the ones asking the Lord if they can call fire down from heaven!  So it is John using the phrase after all!  Amazing, eh?

The “strong angel” is clothed with a cloud, has a face like the sun, a rainbow is around his head, and he has feet like pillars of fire.  Now that is amazing, isn’t it?  But it turns out that this description is similar to that of Christ in some places, but angels in other places – such as the angel in Daniel chapter 10.  It is clear from numerous passages - and we will read of more in this book – that unfallen angels are at times given to display the glory of the Lord.  We are also told in Scripture how the Lord shares His glory with us, and that we, in beholding Him, will be transformed from glory to glory (2 Corinthians 3:18).  That He chooses to share His glory with creatures like us who have been redeemed from a despicable fallen state is amazing indeed - it is truly unfathomable,          but marvelous!

We’ve read about the pillar of fire in the Old Testament.  Given the descriptions of angels in this book and others, the face radiant like the sun and the legs like pillars of fire are similar.  What is a bit different, however, are the cloud and the rainbow.  Now when you hear about a rainbow, what Old Testament passage do you think about?… That’s right – God’s covenant with Noah in Genesis chapter 9:


What we find in Genesis 9:11-16, in the text box on the prior page, is that the Lord made a covenant with Noah in which He promised Noah and Noah’s sons that He would never again send a flood to destroy the earth.  When we examine this account, we find three repeated words that are relevant to our reading of Revelation chapter 10:

· The word covenant is included seven times.

· The word cloud is included four times.

· And the word bow - or rainbow - is included three times.

The rainbow, being the sign of God’s promise that He would never again flood the earth, communicates God’s mercy.  The mention of “covenant” seven times indicates that God is totally faithful.  The mention of the rainbow in the clouds four times indicates that God is also merciful.  John, in Revelation chapter 10, is being reminded by the description of the strong angel in the midst of this time of wave after wave of horrific judgments that God is faithful and God is merciful.  That is His character.

2 and he had in his hand a little book which was open. He placed his right foot on the sea and his left on the land; 

So this “strong angel” had in his hand what most of our translations call a “little book”.  Before we think of a little tiny book bound on one side we need to recall what we said about books at the time John was writing.  Back in Revelation chapter 5 we pointed out that bound books were just being invented when John was writing Revelation, and perhaps not until just afterward.  They called a bound book a “codex”.  Very likely what John was referring to in Revelation chapter 10 is not a small bound book, but rather a rolled up scroll.  

John makes note for us that the little book in the strong angel’s hand - this little scroll - was open.  Some have speculated that this scroll is the one brought up in Revelation chapter 5 which has had all the seven seals opened.  That may be, but this passage just does not say that explicitly, we’ll have to leave that idea as ‘conjecture’.

We’re told further that this strong angel places his right foot on the sea and left foot on the land.  Placing one’s foot on something in the Jewish mind was to claim possession of it.  We see this in Deuteronomy 11:23-24, where Moses tells the Israelites just before they are to enter the land of Canaan:

…then the LORD will drive out all these nations from before you, and you will dispossess nations greater and mightier than you. "Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours; your border will be from the wilderness to Lebanon, and from the river, the river Euphrates, as far as the western sea. 

So this strong angel is claiming God’s authority over and possession of what the strong angel is standing upon.  So what is the strong angel standing upon?  He is standing upon the sea and the land.  In the Jewish mind one would speak of the two parts that something consisted of to describe the whole, such as:

· “evening and morning” in Genesis chapter 1 means: ‘the whole day’

· “day and night” in Nehemiah is used for praying and guarding ‘all the time’

· “heaven and earth” means: ‘everything created’

So the strong angel placing one foot on the sea and one on the land means he is sustaining a claim, for the Lord, of all of the earth – sea and land included.  The placing of the strong angel’s feet on sea and land is emphasized in this passage.  We see it in verse 2, and then again in verse 5, and again in verse 8.  Even verse 6 speaks of the Creator of the sea and the earth.  God’s claim to what He has created is not forgotten, nor should we forget it. 

3 and he cried out with a loud voice, as when a lion roars; and when he had cried out, the seven peals of thunder uttered their voices.

This strong angel cried out with a loud voice, and John compares it to a lion’s roar.  Both Isaiah and Joel, the Old Testament prophets make use of the lion roaring as a figure of the Lord’s powerful statement of His claim to the earth.

John then writes about seven peals of thunder, and I’d really like for us to know more about these seven peals of thunder, so let’s read the next verse.

4 When the seven peals of thunder had spoken, I was about to write; and I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Seal up the things which the seven peals of thunder have spoken and do not write them."

This verse is likely very puzzling at the first reading, isn’t it, so let’s take it one phrase at a time.  Several passages convey to us the Scriptural link between the voice of the Lord and thunder as a picture of God’s voice.

 
· Job 40:9

9 "Or do you have an arm like God, 

And can you thunder with a voice like His? 

· Job 37:1-6

· Psalm 18:13
· Even John brings up this connection between the voice of God and thunder in John 12:27-29

Now you might be thinking, “OK Vern, I’ll buy your connection between the voice of God and thunder.  I’ll go that far with you, but what’s this seven peals of thunder all about?  Where is that anywhere else in Scripture?”

· Well…I’m glad you asked…


In Psalm 29:3-9, we find an amazing thing.  Verse 3 connects thunder with the voice of the Lord, as do the other verses we looked at a minute ago.  But between verses 3 through 9, How any times does this passage say, “The voice of the Lord”?  That’s right – seven times; and since God’s voice is thunder, then we have “seven peals of thunder”.

But now for the real “headscratcher”.  John next tells us he heard “…a voice from heaven saying, "Seal up the things which the seven peals of thunder have spoken and do not write them."  At that point you say, “Wait just a minute!”  I thought we read in Revelation 1:19, where John was told by the Lord, "Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after these things.”.  Even in chapters 7 and 9, John wrote “I heard the number of them”, and he wrote down the number  So why does it sound like God is telling John, “Don’t write what you just heard!”?  What’s God doing?

If we back off from the passage for a minute, we can see a truth that may be hard for us to understand at first, and that is this:  God does not always tell us humans everything we might want to know.  We can see that truth in these verses:
Deuteronomy 29:29 (To The Jews…)

"The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law. 

Acts 1:7 (To the 11 Disciples…)

He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;

Romans 11:33 (To the Church at Rome…)

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!

2 Corinthians 12:4 (To the Church at Corinth..)

[I, Paul] was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.

What we have in God’s word is infallible, inspired and deep, but it is not intended to be exhaustive or total in its revelation of the truth.  Even though we now have all that has been revealed, there are things that are God’s to handle and to know.  There are things that are on the Father’s schedule that are not revealed to us.  There are things which have been revealed to at least Paul and now John, which each were forbidden to speak or write about.  However, having said these things, we should note full well the depth and power and sufficiency of God’s word.  It is divinely inspired.  Scripture is sufficient for God’s purposes in our lives.  It tells us truths from eternity past to eternity future.  It tells us about our need for salvation, how God has accomplished it totally of His own doing, and how we may only receive that salvation by believing in God’s provision through Christ, and by no other means.  It tells us about how we have been blessed in Christ beyond imagination.  And the truth is that Scripture does answer a great many questions – even more, it answers truthfully the questions that really count. 

5 Then the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land lifted up his right hand to heaven, 

6 and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE EARTH AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE SEA AND THE THINGS IN IT, that there will be delay no longer, 

7 but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the prophets. 

The strong angel, by his stance on the sea and land affirms the Lord’s claim to it all.  We know from 1 Corinthians 10:26 that “the earth is the Lord's, and all it contains.”  Scripture makes more than ten times the mention of the right hand as it does the left.  In the culture of the time, the right hand was the one of honor and position.  Up to this point, we have seen in chapter 1 of Revelation where Christ holds the seven churches in His right hand – a position of blessing.  Christ places His right hand on John in chapter 1 – the hand that was always reserved for blessing, such as blessing the first-born son.  At this point the strong angel makes an oath to the Lord, proclaiming in the process God’s eternality.  God is the One who, by His very nature, lives forever and ever.  More than one quarter of the uses of the phrase “forever and ever” in Scripture are in Revelation.  

The strong angel’s address to the Lord stands on one thing: God as Creator of everything: in the heavens and on the earth and in the sea.  That God is the Creator of everything is under intense attack in our day.  But Scripture clearly declares that God made everything in six days, and no scientific fact contradicts that Biblical declaration.  Given the context here in Revelation, I suspect that the Tribulation will be a time when mankind will suppress the truth of God’s creation with Satanic intensity and viciousness.

The thing about which the angel swears an oath is that there will be no more delay.  Time will still continue, of course.  The book of Revelation itself will tell us shortly about days and weeks and months and years for many chapters to come.  But from the beginning, this book has told us that once these things begin to take place, they will move along rapidly.  The Greek word in Revelation 1:1 that tells us how quickly things will move along is tachos, and it means with haste.  A medical term in English is tachycardia:  rapid heartbeat.  This series of judgments that we have seen keeps moving along.  The pace of judgments is relentless, as you’ve seen, and the timeframe for them is fixed: seven years of 360 days each, as we saw from our study of Daniel 9:24-27.

8 Then the voice which I heard from heaven, I heard again speaking with me, and saying, "Go, take the book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the land." 

9 So I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book. And he said to me, "Take it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey." 

10 I took the little book out of the angel's hand and ate it, and in my mouth it was sweet as honey; and when I had eaten it, my stomach was made bitter. 

11 And they said to me, "You must prophesy again concerning many peoples and nations and tongues and kings." 

John is instructed - by the Lord, we would safely assume - to take the book, that is, the little scroll - from the hand of the strong angel.  John does this by asking the strong angel for it, who not only gives it to him, but tells John to eat the little scroll.  As the strong angel tells him, he warns John that the scroll will taste sweet like honey but cause him indigestion.  That is precisely what John experiences.  


The truth is that Scripture contains some things that are really ‘sweet’.  It also contains some things that are really difficult.  We love to hear about how the Lord died in our place and our sins are forgiven.  We, of course, are delighted to hear that we have been seated with Christ in the heavenlies, and how we, in beholding Him, are being changed from glory to glory, and that is indeed all very good and essential for us to hear and believe.  But the truth is that Scripture also teaches us about the fall of man, about the ghastly horror called sin, and awful judgment after awful judgment after awful judgment, about a place called Hell, about the things that we must suffer as a part of God’s dealing with the consequences of sin.

Yes, we do get to receive both the sweet and the bitter from the pages of God’s word, don’t we?  Even as we go through this very book, we read about the saints and angels worshipping God in heaven with abandon on one page, and then a series of horrible earthly calamities on the next.  But there is something about this book – even though God’s word contains both bitter and sweet within the same pages.  And that something is that when we get to the happy ending it’s not just a story, when we read about how God makes all things work together for good.  It’s not just make believe.  When we get to the end of this book of Revelation and it tells us that we will always be with the Lord and there will be no more tears, it’s not just wishful thinking and fairy tales.  It is the promise of an unchangeable and eternally faithful God.

But to get to that point, there are some things that must take place first.  Therefore John is told that he must prophesy again, and write down again what he is about to see and hear.  After being told not to write what the seven thunders said, he needed a specific authorization to proceed.  He was to continue prophesying about the events to take place next, and these were, as we know now, to be even more ominous than what he had seen already.

________________________________________________________________________

Another passage about a scroll: Zechariah chapter 5.  In Zechariah chapter 5 there is a scroll that is 30 feet by 15 feet, which makes it like a flying billboard.  Rather than being a small scroll, like the one John wrote about, this one is far larger than any typical scroll.  It is large and flying so that everyone can see it - easily.  Nobody could plead ignorance with a scroll like that.    

While the scroll’s contents had application in the days of Zechariah, the fact that the scroll made reference to the Law points to the Jewish application of its contents.  And that underscores the significance of the Law, with blessings and judgments for obedience and disobedience (see Deuteronomy 28) during the Tribulation period and the Millennial reign of Christ.  It also points to the significance of Israel in both Zechariah’s time, since they were the intended recipients of the large flying scroll, and in the coming time of Tribulation and the Millennial Kingdom, when Israel will again become the center of God’s actions, first for judgment, then for blessing.     

Revelation’s “strong angels”:





Revelation 5:2; In preparation for the Tribulation





And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?" 





Revelation 10:1; In the midst of the Tribulation





I saw another* strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire; 





Revelation 18:21; Towards the end of the Tribulation





Then a strong angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, "So will Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence, and will not be found any longer."





* Greek root word: allos = another of the same kind





Genesis 9:11-16 - The Lord Makes A Covenant, With A Bow In The Cloud





9 "Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you; of all that comes out of the ark, even every beast of the earth. 11 "I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth."  12 God said, "This is the sign of the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all successive generations; 13 I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth. 14 "It shall come about, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow will be seen in the cloud, 15 and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 "When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth."  17 And God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth." 








Passages associating thunder with God’s voice:





Job 40:9 (see also Job 37:1-6)


"Or do you have an arm like God, 


And can you thunder with a voice like His? 





Psalm 18:13


The Lord also thundered in the heavens,


And the Most High uttered His voice,


Hailstones and coals of fire. 





John 12:27-29


"Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice came out of heaven: "I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again."  So the crowd of people who stood by and heard it were saying that it had thundered; others were saying, "An angel has spoken to Him."





‘The voice of the Lord’ in Psalm 29:3-9





The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;


The God of glory thunders, 


The Lord is over many waters. 


The voice of the Lord is powerful, 


The voice of the Lord is majestic. 


The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;


Yes, the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.  


He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,


And Sirion like a young wild ox.  


The voice of the Lord hews out flames of fire.                                                            The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;


The Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 


The voice of the Lord makes the deer to calve And strips the forests bare; 


And in His temple everything says, "Glory!"





Eating a Scroll: Comparison with God’s Dealings with Old Testament Prophets:





Ezekiel 2:8-3:3


8 "Now you, son of man, listen to what I am speaking to you; do not be rebellious like that rebellious house. Open your mouth and eat what I am giving you." 9 Then I looked, and behold, a hand was extended to me; and lo, a scroll was in it. 10 When He spread it out before me, it was written on the front and back, and written on it were lamentations, mourning and woe. 3:1 Then He said to me, "Son of man, eat what you find; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel." 2 So I opened my mouth, and He fed me this scroll. 3 He said to me, "Son of man, feed your stomach and fill your body with this scroll which I am giving you." Then I ate it, and it was sweet as honey in my mouth. 





Jeremiah 15:16-17


16 Your words were found and I ate them, and Your words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I have been called by Your name, O Lord God of hosts. 17 I did not sit in the circle of merrymakers, nor did I exult.  Because of Your hand upon me I sat alone, for You filled me with indignation. 
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