
Two Witnesses Down 
1 Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, "Get up and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it. 

John says that a measuring rod like a staff was given to him. We’re not told who gave him the rod, but it may be that the same strong or mighty angel we read about in chapter 10 also gave him the measuring rod.  Now there were different kinds of measuring rods used in those days…

The Romans had a measuring rod that was hinged in the middle, with a locking bar that swung across the hinge to hold it straight.  There were also measuring rods in those days made of bone and some were made of wood.  
Others were made of bullrush reeds, one variety being what we sometimes call “cattails”.  The evidence in this passage indicates that John is writing about a length of bullrush reed being used as a rod or staff. The taller, more mature bullrush reeds were stiff enough to use for walking staffs, among other things.  Most likely it is this kind of measuring rod that John is writing about here

Let’s gain some insight into Revelation 11:1 from the Greek language and culture:

rhabdos  is the Greek word translated “rod” or “staff”:
A judge in those days would often carry a rhabdos.  One Greek word for “umpire” or “judge” is rhabdouchos. Since John was assigned to carry this “rod” or “staff”, that meant to his readers that he was acting not only as a witness and recorder of events, but that he was also appointed to be a judge regarding the future temple during the Tribulation period.

Now it is valuable for us to get the biblical background on what measuring means – aside from just the act of laying out and recording a specific distance.  First, Scripture sometimes references “volume” as a measure and that is not what these verses are talking about.  These refer to distance or length and its related measure of plumb – comparison to straight up and down.

Measuring as Judgment and/or Destruction

2 Samuel 8:2, Isaiah 34:11, Lamentations 2:8, Amos 7:8-11

Measuring as Restoration and God’s Protection

Ezekiel 40:1-48:35, Zechariah 2:1-13,Revelationelation 21:15-17

Measuring as a Degree of Spiritual Maturity

Ephesians 4:13

This is the single use of measuring in the church age and it has to do not with our efforts to measure up to some standard. But instead has to do with the measure of Christ formed within us!

When John is using the word “measure” here in the context of the Jews, and not the church context, then that means he talking about issues of judgment and restoration of the Jewish nation.

The phrase “those who worship in it” is given in the present tense. Placing this verse in the future time context it means that the temple will be in place during the Tribulation period. This is consistent with what we have studied in Daniel 9:24-27. It is also consistent with what Jesus told the disciples in Matthew 24, that the abomination of desolation spoken by Daniel would take place – desecrating the future, yet to be built temple.

This verse brings forth further evidence that the Tribulation period is really about the Jews and that the church is not present on earth at this time.  The temple is referenced here, but the one that Jesus and the disciples walked in had been destroyed by the Romans about 26 years before John wrote the book of Revelation. Speaking of the resurrection, Jesus referred to His own body as a temple. Paul’s letters to the Corinthians says that the temple is a figure for the church body as a whole and the believer’s own body. Here in this passage, however, the temple is something which John can physically measure – it requires that a new Jewish temple be built. What’s more, as we’ll see in the next verse, the outer court of the temple is given to the Gentile nations – ethnos, in the Greek. These verses make substantial distinctions between the Jew and the Gentiles, which is not in keeping with the nature of the church. Galatians 3:28 tells us that “in Christ” there is neither Jew nor Greek.  So the Tribulation is a time which speaks of the Jews and the Gentiles – but not of the church, in which Jewish and Gentile distinctions fade away.

2 "Leave out the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, for it has been given to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two months. 

The word used for temple here, naos, different from the usual word for temple, hieron. Naos means the holy of holies and the holy place. Hieron means the entire temple area. The rebuilt temple during the Tribulation period will look similar in general design to the temple as it existed at Christ’s first coming – because the Old Testament gives all the design specifications. 
“Naos” is the word used for temple in verses 1 and 2. Everywhere in the New Testament where you find the phrase “temple of God” it is referring to the naos: the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. Hieron is the word usually used for the whole Jewish temple.
3 "And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth." 

We should take note here that the Greek does not actually say either “power” or “authority” is given to the 2 witnesses.  It simply says in the Greek, “I will give unto my 2 witnesses…” The idea here is that whatever the 2 witnesses need to carry out their assignment – God will give it to them!  God is saying to these 2 witnesses, “Whatever you need…you’ve got it!”

Exactly what God has given them is revealed in subsequent verses:

They receive from the Lord:

· Divine Appointment: “my witnesses” (v. 3) – testifying about and for God
· Ministry of Prophecy: “prophesy for 1260 days” (v. 3) – speaking forth
· Expression of Mourning: “sackcloth” (verse 3) – preaching repentance
· Offensive Powers: “fire proceeds out of their mouths” (v. 5) – for those wishing to harm the 2 witnesses
· Miraculous Plagues: no rain and waters to blood (v. 6) – response to a lack of repentance
· Resurrection Life: “breath of life from God” (vs. 11 and 12) – life is returned to their bodies miraculously
Now you may be asking, “Why two witnesses?”  Well. I’m glad you asked.

Deuteronomy 19:15 in the Old Testament and John 8:17 in the New Testament call for two witnesses to verify any accusation in a criminal case. Other verses in the Old Testament and New Testament make reference to the same requirement. Witnesses are needed to bring a conviction under the law.  So they will be witnesses against unbelieving Jews and an unbelieving world, though based in Jerusalem. (Here again is further evidence that the church is not here at this time.) These are two witness appointed by God.  Whereas the resurrected Christ told the soon to be church age disciples in Acts 1:8, “You are my witnesses, in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria and to the ends of the earth” The only reason to appoint some new witnesses is if the church is no longer on the earth to serve as a witness.  We’ll all have been raptured before the Tribulation starts! These two witnesses will prophesy. That is, they will be mouthpieces for the Lord.

The length of time that they are given to prophesy will be 1260 days.  This is, based on the Jewish measure of a month = 30 days. That is, 42 months or three and a half years, half of the Tribulation period.  The question is…which half of the Tribulation period?  Is it the first half or the second half?  You should know that there are conservative scholars who hold to both positions, and some who say nobody can be dogmatic about it. But there are a number of reasons that I believe these two witnesses prophesy during the first half of the Tribulation period:

· At the end of the second half of the Tribulation period, Christ comes, so that the beast will not be able to focus on the two witnesses.
· The two witnesses die at the middle of the Tribulation period, when they are killed by the beast who has just come out of the abyss.  
· But at the end of the Tribulation period the beast is seized and thrown into the Lake of Fire.  
· It doesn’t sound like he will be killing anybody at that moment.
· There is one more solid reason why these two witnesses prophesy in the first half of the Tribulation period, which we’ll examine when we get to verse 4
· The other reasons for the two witnesses to be in the first half of the Tribulation period will have wait until next week.
The text says that they were “clothed” in sackcloth. The word translated “clothed” is given in the passive voice. That means that even the clothing they were to wear was given to them and placed upon them.

Sackcloth was, of course, a sign of mourning among the Jews Isaiah 37:1-2 and Daniel 9:3 are good examples of how sackcloth meant mourning and intensive appeal to God in the Jewish mind

Though mentioned in the Old Testament more than forty times, it is not mentioned once during the Acts or epistles of the church dispensation – from Pentecost to the Rapture.  We, believers of this age, the church age, are a people who have no need for sackcloth – the fruit of the Spirit is joy, not mourning!  That’s because we’ve already been seated with Christ, and we found out in Revelation chapter 5 that there is to be no mourning in heaven!  One of the 24 elders told John very specifically: stop weeping!

One more thing to note about this verse in comparison with verse 2:

The times for the occupancy of the outer temple area by the Gentiles is given in months, but the times for the 2 witnesses is given in days.

Notice here in these verses from Revelation that whenever the subject is earthly and in rebellion against God, the time is given in months. That’s true of…

· The stinging locusts – two times!

· The Gentile nations

· and the Beast –which is the Antichrist

But in sharp and consistent contrast, when the subject involves those who love the Lord and are His servants, the time is given in days. That is true of…

· The Two Witnesses – three times!

· and those Jews who will be preserved through the last half of the Tribulation

I think there is something for us to take to heart from this pattern. The Lord cares for us so much that He doesn’t measure our times in big blocks of time, like months.  Instead His care is shown in that He counts and watches over our every day.  Isn’t that wonderful?  The Lord does not deal in bulk volume when it comes to our times.  He knows and counts and measures every one. These two witnesses are given an assignment to prophesy for 1260 days.  We too are given some number of days – some of us more days than others, but God makes count of every one and knows our days and everything in them.

4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 

Now about these two symbols – the two olive trees and the two lampstands.  These symbols come from Zechariah chapters 3 and 4.  The two olive trees in those chapters are clearly figurative names for Joshua the high priest and Zerubabel the governor of Judah.  Joshua and Zerubabel had their priestly ministries and governing authority while the second temple - the one Jesus walked in - was being rebuilt and on into the time when the temple was in use.  These two witnesses in Revelation 11 are going to have their prophetic ministry while the third temple is being rebuilt and on into the time when the third temple will be in use. By this reference, we have one further reason why the two witnesses should be placed in the first half of the Tribulation period. The timing of their prophetic ministry fits the reference in verse 4.

5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire flows out of their mouth and devours their enemies; so if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this way.

Look carefully here: this verse does not say that fire devours their enemies when those enemies try to hurt them. It says that fire devours anyone who wills or wants to hurt them.  Twice it states it this way.  The clear message is: don’t even think about hurting these two witnesses. If one has a desire to hurt these two, he will die – period. Further, his death will be as if by heavenly flamethrower.  The defense of these two witnesses consists of their lethally overpowering offense.  Based on the manner of Old Testament prophets, I believe we could allow a figure of speech here, in which these two prophets pronounce the judgment out of their mouths with words and it is done – fire comes upon the enemy. Psalm 18:8, Isaiah 11:4, Jeremiah 5:14 and Hosea 6:5 speak in this way, as does the II Kings 1 passage concerning Elijah.  As believers, our place and manner of ministry is different, so God has given us a different kind and means of protection as we stand our ground.

Can you imagine if we told somebody about salvation in Christ and they didn’t believe us and we just called down fire from heaven on them?  Talk about crispy critters!  God is not working in that way right now.

6 These have the power to shut up the sky, so that rain will not fall during the days of their prophesying; and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with every plague, as often as they desire. 

The examples of plagues these two are able to bring upon the earth are similar to those of Elijah in 1 Kings 17:1 and II King 1 where fire is brought down from heaven and Moses in Exodus chapter 7 where he turns water into blood.  But they have power beyond just stopping the rain and turning the water to blood. They can bring down any plague they wish.  As often as they wish, whenever they wish. Notice, too that when the rain was stopped, it stopped until these two were done prophesying. That’s as long as three and a half years time!

7 When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them and kill them.

It says in verse 3 that their assigned time for prophesying is 1260 days.  That would indicate that at the end of 1260 days the beast makes war with the two witnesses. He is allowed to overcome the two witnesses and they are both killed.  This takes place only because God allows it, because before this point in time the two witnesses were able to bring death upon any and all who tried to oppose them.

Now if you are asking who are these two witnesses, you’re asking a question that lots of folks would like to know. There are those who have said that these two are Enoch and Elijah, because both of these were taken up before death.  There are also those who favor these two being Moses and Elijah because these two are Jewish, did miracles like Moses and Elijah and are on the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus. But as I look at this passage, I’m inclined to think that these are men with some similarities to those of the past, but are previously unknown and are here unnamed for good reason.

In this verse we read about the Beast for the 1st time in Revelation.  We will come upon him again in most chapters from 13 to 20.  For now, just know that this Beast is the Antichrist, a Satanically empowered being who will play a huge, but horrible earthly role during especially the last half of the Tribulation period.  We’ll look more closely at his origin and character in chapter 13.  For now, it is quite apparent that the Beast is allowed by God to take the lives of the two witnesses.  Right as their time of prophesying reaches 1260 days.  The Beast overcomes the two witnesses and they are killed, but the story of these two witnesses does not end there by any means.  Tune in next week and we’ll see how this story ends - and let me tell you, it is fascinating!  It is also encouraging, because we will see the Lord’s mercy and sovereignty and power in awe inspiring evidence.
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