Revelation 12:7-17 – Angelic Battle
First, let’s review where we left things last week

Before we proceed directly into our passage this morning, there are some overview perspectives that we would do well to take in:

· Revelation 12:1-6 speaks of the woman, the dragon and the child.

· The woman clothed with the sun, with moon at her feet and 12 stars in a crown is Israel.

· Genesis 37:9,10 confirms that identity quite well.

· The great red dragon is Satan, the one who is a murderer from the beginning, and leads his fallen angels against the Lord in a failed rebellion.

· Revelation 12:9 and 20:2 both confirm this identity very clearly.

· The child is Christ, who comes the first time as our suffering Savior, and who is to come a second time as the reigning Messiah, ruling with a rod of iron over those upon the earth (Psalm 2).

· The woman, Israel, had been in travail to bring forth the child the first time.

· The woman, Israel, will be the object of a Satanic pursuit for extinction this last half of the Tribulation period – 3½ years.

· But God will preserve the woman, Israel, miraculously in the wilderness.

The seven signs

Revelation 12:1 and 12:3 both make clear reference to a sign in heaven.  The word “sign” has more than one meaning to the Jewish mind, and some of those for whom John wrote in Revelation were Jewish. But one of those Jewish meanings was that a sign was a symbol.  On investigation, one finds that there are seven signs in the book of Revelation.

These seven signs begin here in Revelation chapter 12, and continue on into Revelation chapter 19.  The bottom line: these signs are given only in the last half of the Tribulation period.  Now that is interesting, but there’s more.  Three of those seven are signs in the heavens.  The other four are signs on the earth.  We will be looking at each one of these signs as we continue our study of the book of Revelation. 

What is also interesting is that John, when he penned the Gospel of John, wrote about Jesus performing seven signs (see text box to the left).  These seven signs were, as we know, but a small sampling of the total number of things that Jesus did.  Rather than being spiritual pictures of real personalities or entities, as we see in Revelation, these are miraculous signs that Christ is the Messiah, the one long promised to the Jews in the Old Testament, and confirmed in the New Testament. 


One more thing to take note of regarding these sets of seven: Related to these great signs are seven significant personages in the book of Revelation.  These appear here in the 12th chapter of Revelation, as well as the 13th chapter, which we will proceed with next week.  Each of these seven personages will have significance as we proceed through the chapters that describe the last half of the Tribulation period.

7 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, 8 and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven. 

Now the Lord has chosen to reveal the names of but 2 faithful angels, who are Michael and Gabriel.  Both of these faithful angels are mentioned in the book of Daniel.  In Jude 9 we find Michael in dispute with Satan over the body of Moses.  We read about Michael for the last time in the Bible right here, where in verse 7 Michael is described as leading a battle against Satan and his angels.  It may seem strange to us that there would be a war in heaven.  We likely think of heaven as being continuously peaceful.  But what may also surprise us is to read that “there was no longer a place found for them…”  - Satan and his angels – “…in heaven”.  That strongly implies that at one point there was a place for him and them in heaven.  It also means that Satan and his angels did not want to voluntarily give up that place in heaven.  

If you will remember, chapters 1 and 2 of the book of Job describes for us the access that Satan has to the Lord to make his diabolical accusations and requests:

· Satan having access to heaven and to the Lord might seem strange to us.

· What appears to be the outcome from Revelation 12:7 and 8 is that Satan and his angels, while relegated to earth, have had some access to heaven, which at this point is now cut off.

· From the time of Satan’s failed rebellion, we see the Lord imposing progressive degrees of limitation upon Satan and those angels who chose to follow him.

· This latest “noose-tightening” if you will, denies Satan an access which he has enjoyed up to this point.

· At this, the last half of the Tribulation period, Satan is restricted from further access to heaven, and as we will see shortly, this infuriates him - causing him to focus his volcanic rage upon anybody on earth that God cares about.

· That means that Satan targets the Jews and those of the Gentiles who love the Lord and have placed their trust in Him.

· Anti-Semitic and anti-Gentile believer sentiment will be at “fever pitch”.

9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 

This verse and Revelation 20:2 leave no doubt about the identity of the dragon, who is also called the serpent [of Genesis chapter 3, of course], the devil, Satan, and the deceiver.  Now John makes a play on words which is not readily apparent to us in English:

The Greek word for “devil” is diabolos: dia + ballo = “always throw”.  Satan is constantly casting accusations at God about believers.

· In Revelation 2:10, church age believers were told that the devil (dia + ballo) would throw (ballo) some of them into prison

· In Revelation 12:4,9,10,13 we are told 6 times that the devil (dia + ballo) was thrown (ballo) to the earth

So now we find that the one who has always been throwing accusations at believers, even throwing them into prison, is now being thrown himself.  So this casting down to the earth, in its final result, will place Satan under “earth arrest” if you will:

· He is on restriction

· He’s grounded

10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, 

"Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night. 

Oh, boy!  Here’s another great opportunity for one of those loud voices, but we don’t want to awaken anyone (!  So we’ll have to settle for just telling you about it.  This verse rejoices in Christ’s taking power.  This is a time of transition. This verse also recognizes Satan as the accuser.  He is - even now - making accusations about you and about me that don’t stick.

I don’t want us to just leave the perspective of this verse in the theoretical/theological realm.  Satan keeps track of every point at which we fall short and He keeps our every record of wrong.  He makes note of every trespass.  Then he comes before God to trumpet our shortcomings and errant history.  This is not Satan’s occasional activity, but his constant obsession.  He doesn’t leave it alone.  Now he knows that God is totally righteous and cannot simply sweep sin under the rug.  So Satan thinks he’s got something on God and he thinks he’s got something on us.  He comes before God and says ”OK – did you see how Vern blew it?”.  He comes before God and says, “See! That Vern guy is not worth the glorious position you’ve given him – Vern doesn’t deserve it!”.  God responds by telling Satan, “I don’t see any problem with Vern.  What I see is that Vern has been united with Christ my Son.  Everything you’re trying to bring up has been dealt with already, so Vern has a position such that he is seated right here in the heavenlies.       I see in Vern the absolute righteousness of Jesus Christ

11 "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even when faced with death. 

Look at what this verse is saying:

· Overcoming Satan comes about because of the blood of the Lamb.

· Overcoming Satan comes about because the believers testify of the truth.

· Overcoming Satan comes about when believers recognize that our eternal life with Christ is far, far more important than maintaining this physical life.

· When they realize that one is far better off loving the life of Christ than the life this world has to offer or threaten to take away.

Some years back, a believer named Dick Hillis, who had been a missionary in China during the Cultural Revolution, was telling us about when a Red Chinese lieutenant was holding a pistol to Dick’s head , trying to force him to give up the names of Christians in China so they could be rounded up.  The lieutenant told Dick, “Don’t you know I can blow your brains out?”  Dick responded with, “That’s all you can do…”.  The lieutenant put his gun away, because he knew he had no power of fear over Dick.  Dick loved not life even when faced with death.
12 "For this reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has only a short time." 

The heavens can rejoice that Satan has no further access.  But that means that Satan’s domain is restricted to earth, so it is on earth where he will pour out his great wrath and rage and fury.  He has but 3½ years, and though he cannot change the course of eternity, and in truth he has no more latitude than God allows him, during that time, however, he will focus his wrath in the only place he can – planet earth and the people still there who are dear to God’s heart.

Notice, too, that accuser’s access has been cut off, so heaven rejoices at this point!

13 And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child.  

The dragon  - that is, Satan - is like a cornered beast.  He sees the limitations of his time, and he sees the limitations of his domain.  So with insane desperation he turns on the woman, whom we have already determined is Israel.  In Romans 9, in the last part of verse 3 through verse 5, Paul writes of the people of Israel:

…my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, 5 whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

In spite of the fact that many of the people of Israel have been and are now spiritually blind, the Lord has brought about many spiritual blessings through them.  They are the people through whom God has chosen to channel many blessings.  Indeed, have we not been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ – the child of the woman – who is Israel?

14 But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 

Some new symbolic terms are presented to us here… Let’s work our way through these:

· We already know that the woman is Israel.

· We know that Satan, who is referred to as “the serpent” in this verse, is in hot, angry pursuit of Israel, who is called “the woman”.

· We know that the woman – Israel – will go to the wilderness to escape the vicious and murderous pursuit of Satan.

Now to gain clarity on the meaning of verse 14, let’s re-read Revelation 12:6, which we studied last week, along with Revelation 12:14:

Revelation 12:6

Then the woman fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days.

Revelation 12:14

But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where she was nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent.
When we compare the things in parallel between these two verses, we see that verse 14 is a restatement and further elaboration of verse 6:

· “the two wings of the great eagle” and flying into the wilderness are in reference to the woman fleeing into the wilderness – with swiftness – very quickly.

· We’re already told that God will nourish the woman in the wilderness in both verses.

· The place in the wilderness is one prepared by God.

· It’s not just Israel’s idea or a wild run that happens to lead them there.

· This provision and protection is precisely what God has in mind.

Now how about John writing for us?  A time and times and half a time?  What does that mean?  Well, we have at least two powerful indicators:

1) In a very similar context, we were told in verse 6 that Israel - the woman – would be nourished in the wilderness for 1260 days = 3½ years.

2) Daniel chapters 7 and 12, which we looked at a few months back, makes use of this very same phrase, where we concluded that this phrase means 3½ years – a time being a year, times being 2 years, and half a time being half a year.

This length of time, then, is called, in Revelation, “…a time, times and half a time”, “…42 months”, and “…1260 days”.  It’s as if John wants you to understand very clearly what period of time he’s writing about.  Daniel adds one more measure to that with “one week of years, but in the middle of the week.  You might even remember this from when we studied Daniel 9:27 (see May 3rd lesson.  The point is, the last half of the Tribulation period is 3½ years long.

15 And the serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, so that he might cause her to be swept away with the flood. 

We’ve been told in Revelation 12:9 and 20:2 that this serpent is Satan.  And this serpent does something in his hope to profoundly affect the woman, Israel: pours out a ‘flood’.

A flood or overflowing is an Old Testament figure of speech, wherein overwhelming attacking armies were referred to figuratively as water overflowing or a flood, such as in Isaiah 8:8 and Daniel 11:10, 22, 26, 40.  So Satan, knowing that Israel is fleeing for the wilderness, will hope to overwhelm her with raw military power.  What he fell short of accomplishing in the holocaust more than 60 years ago, he will hope to complete right then and there.  He wants to take the Jews out – take them all out!  He wants them swept away for good – all of them!

16 But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and drank up the river which the dragon poured out of his mouth. 

So there is not only a wilderness area available for the Jews to run to, but it contains some past marks of civilization dating from the time of the Roman Empire and the time when John was writing the book of Revelation.  The apostle Paul may have had direct revelations from the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ in and around this area.

Now as we read this verse, it sounds like the earth taking on personality – it is helping “drink up” the flood that Satan is pouring out against the Jews.  Since the “flood of water” that Satan is pouring out against the Jews is a figure of speech for a massive military campaign, the earth itself will counter the efforts of that campaign.  We’ve looked at the evidences of past civilization in the wilderness region south of populated Israel, but some of the landscape of the Negev and the desert region to the south of the Dead Sea is in very rugged terrain with deep and narrow gully washes:

· A military leader would have to be brave beyond good sense to attempt to bring tanks and troop trucks through these narrow canyons.

· Even if they would go through, they are narrow enough that one dead vehicle at each end of the gorge would make sitting ducks of the rest of them in between.

The Lord may very well have other surprises from the earth in store for the troops who come in to demolish His chosen people, but the photos on the accompanying slides perhaps give us a clue as to what may be in store for them.  Let’s read next about what results from Satan’s failed attempt to destroy the nation of Israel.

17 So the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 

Now John is making no attempt to keep us guessing about the who “the rest of the children” are, so he describes them as those, “who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus”.  He is referring to those who believe during this Tribulation period.  They are not part of the body of Christ, the church, since we, the church, will be with Christ in the heavenlies at this time.  But they are Tribulation period believers – they are saved by faith.  And these Tribulation period believers John describes in 2 ways: 1) they keep the commandments of God, and 2) they hold to the testimony of Jesus.

Now we have something intriguing going on here. The phrase “commandments of God” occurs twice in the book of Revelation: Here in this verse and again in Revelation 14:12.  John applies it in each case to Tribulation period believers, especially those living during the last half of the Tribulation.  Prior to that, this phrase occurs once in the Old Testament, in Nehemiah 10:29.  In that context it definitely means Jews keeping the Old Testament Law.  But the other place it shows up is in the New Testament, when Paul writes to the believers in Corinth in 1 Corinthians 7:19:

Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is the keeping of the commandments of God. 

In this context, Paul uses the phrase “commandments of God”, yet it is very clear that he does not mean keeping the Old Testament Law – the one given to Moses (see Romans 7:1-6; Galatians 5:19, 20).  It would appear that Paul does not mean simply externally observing the rules, or he would not have just written, “circumcision is nothing”.  Let’s look at the next phrase to get some clarification of what John is saying in Revelation 12:17.  The phrase “holding to the testimony of Jesus” is even more interesting.

This phrase that John uses here - ‘the testimony of Jesus” - is only used in the book of Revelation, in these verses:

· Revelation 1:2, 9

· Revelation 12:17

· Revelation 19:10

· Revelation 20:4

It is used both referring to John, who at that time was part of the body of Christ, and it is also used of those living during the Tribulation period.  

The truth is that we do not have a great deal of explanation about how the Lord will deal with Tribulation period saints – certainly not the amount that we have to live by in this, the church age.  What is clear is this: keeping the commands of God and holding to the testimony of Jesus in any time means that we speak and live the truth about Jesus Christ.  It will become apparent as we read on in Revelation that those who become believers during the Tribulation period will be focusing most of their efforts on standing firm in the truth in the midst of massive apostasy and powerful deceptions, and it will be at the cost of their very lives.  a great many of them will die for their faith in Jesus Christ.
A time for every purpose under heaven

The Lord has His purpose for every time.  His purpose for the time we are reading about is to bring about the transition from the kingdom of this world to the kingdom of His dear Son – here on earth.  We are and have been reading about the details on that purpose and time.  Right now, while the Lord is setting the stage for that transition, He is in the process of conforming us to the image of Jesus Christ.  The tribulations – with a small “t” – that we are going through now have this purpose:  That Christ be formed in us - that we are conformed to His image (Romans 8:28,29).

The goal of what God is doing with your life and with mine while we are here on planet earth is not to make our lives into a freeway to Easy Street.  The purpose that God has in mind for our lives is not so that we might be “happy” as the world counts happiness, or to improve our lives, whatever that means.  The Lord will use the Tribulation period to transform the world from Satan’s domain to Christ’s kingdom.  But right now the Lord will use the tribulation periods in our earthly lives to transform us from glory to glory – that glory which is Christ.  

· Do you wonder why your body is frequently not cooperating?

· Do you wonder why your circumstances are never quite optimum?

· Do you wonder why everything with your parents and kids and extended family and employers and neighbors is not just delightful all the time?

It’s because of this: God is using the tribulations – with a small “t” – to conform us to the image of His Son.  Let’s take a moment to thank Him for that.

Romans 8:28-29

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;

Galatians 4:19

My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you --   

Colossians 1:27

…to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

See also:

John 17:16-26



I Corinthians 15:49

2 Corinthians 3:18


Ephesians 1:4

Philippians 3:21


I John 3:2






The Seven Signs of Revelation:





Woman Bears a Child (12:1,2,5,6)      Heavenly


Red Dragon (12:3,4)                              signs


7 Angels & 7 Last Plagues (15:1)





Beast Brings Down Fire (13:13)           Earthly


Sword Wound, But Lives (13:14)          signs


Demonic Signs (16:14)


False Prophet’s Signs (19:20)





The Seven Signs of the Gospel of John: 





Changing water into wine (2:1-11) 


Healing a man’s son (4:46-54) 


Healing a lame man (5:1-9)


Multiplying bread & fish (6:1-14) 


Walking on water (6:15-21) 


Healing a blind man (9:1-7)


Raising Lazarus (11:38-44)


______________________________


Performing these miracles was verification that Jesus Christ was and is the promised Messiah:


Psalm 146:8


Isaiah 29:18,19


Isaiah 35:5,6








7 Great Personages of the Tribulation in Revelation 12 & 13


 


The Woman: Israel (12:1�17)


The Great Red Dragon: Satan (12:3�4)


The Male Child: The Lord Jesus (12:5)


Michael: The Holy Angels (12:7)


The Remnant of the Woman: Regenerate Israel (12:17)


The Beast Out of the Sea: World Dictator (13:1�10)


The Beast Out of the Earth: False Prophet (13:11�17)





How long is the last half 


of the Tribulation period?





…time, times and half a time…


Daniel 7:25; 12:7


Revelation 12:14





…42 months…


Revelation 13:5





…1260 days…


Revelation 12:6





One week, but in the middle of the week…


Daniel 9:27
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