Revelation 13:11-18 – A Beast From The Earth

Introducing… the other beast

In the first ten verses of Revelation chapter 13 we were introduced to the beast from the sea – aka the Antichrist.  In these next verses in Revelation chapter 13 we will see the next beast, who fits into the Satanic or Unholy Trinity that was introduced last week in this way (see text box diagram):
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In order to gain some important insights into Revelation 13:11-18, and bear with me here, we will do well to turn in our Bibles to 2 Corinthians 3:17, 18:

17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty.  18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 

Beholding the glory of the Lord – beholding Christ through His written word - is the means by which we, as believers, are being transformed into the very image of Christ.  It is a most amazing thing that God would have it so that we share His glory.  That is what God is doing in your life and mine as we behold the Lord through His word, until we see Him face to face.  It is the Lord’s desire and design to transform those who believe into the image of Christ.  That takes place as we behold Christ through His written word here and now.  It is from this process by which the Lord is transforming those who believe into the image of Christ that we look for changes in their lives to be expressed.  We do not come to anyone and say, “If you want to be transformed into the image of Christ, then you must by all means see to it that you obey this particular set of rules that we have developed.  Then you will express the outward manifestations of the glory of God in the face of Christ”.  Nor do we come to anyone and say, “Just come into this building for the meetings that we have here at regular intervals, and what we do in here to you and what you do in here with us will make you into the sort of person that God will be happy to glorify”.  No, the transforming goes on as we behold Christ, and nothing we can imagine or conjure up is any sort of substitute – not even in part.  

Now, let’s take a look at what those living during the Tribulation – those who dwell on the earth - will behold instead of beholding Christ.  Brace yourself.  Their spiritual transformation will be anything but glorious…

11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb and he spoke as a dragon.

Those who have gone through the “How to Study The Bible” elective may recall that when we see the word “another” in the New Testament, we need to ask which form of “another” it is in the Greek text:

· allos – another of the same kind

· heteros – another of a different kind

This Greek word in verse 11 is allos – meaning: “another of the same kind”.  This beast out of the earth, which is the subject of Revelation 13:11-18, is another beast which is of the same kind as the first beast.  He is not any better, I’m sorry to have to say.  What we see about him first is that he is coming up out of the earth.

John then adds two more pieces of information for us. This beast coming up out of the earth:

· “had 2 horns like a lamb”.
· “spoke as a dragon”.
Let’s take each of these phrases one step at a time.  We should keep in mind that when Scripture speaks of horns in any figurative sense, it means power.  We’ve seen before
 that this pattern of use comes straight out of the Old Testament prophetic books of Daniel and Zechariah.  So when it says that this beast has two horns, it is telling us that it has power, but only two horns as opposed to the first beast’s ten horns.  It also says that it has two horns like a lamb.  This Greek word translated as “lamb” is the same word that is used almost 30 times for ‘the Lamb’ in Revelation – referring to Christ Himself, and the word means “a little lamb”.

The shift in character in John’s choice of words, here, however, is sharp.  John describes this beast coming out of the earth as having two horns like this “little lamb”, but then he drops the big one on us.  This second beast spoke “like a dragon”.  We understand the meaning of the word dragon here, don’t we - we’ve been reading about “the dragon” since Revelation 12:3, and we’ll read some more about him in the weeks and months to come.  The dragon is Satan, as clearly shown in Revelation 12:9 and 20:2.  What we have here is a beast which just plain speaks Satanically.  His words are fundamentally false, evil, deceptive and murderous – they have all the characteristics of Satan himself!

12 He exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence. And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed. 

This second beast – this beast out of the earth, is said to exercise all the authority of the first beast – that is, the Antichrist – in his presence.  Now what does that mean?

Well, first, we know that the authority of the first beast is from Satan (verse 2).  We also know that in verse 2 John describes his authority as “great authority”.  We see in this portion of last week’s passage (Revelation 13:1-10) what authority the first Beast – the Antichrist - will be given and where it comes from.  From the look of things, we modern folks might say he has an “authority complex”.  The authority in this passage shown in the text box could be shown like this:

Revelation chapter 13 -                                  Four Kinds of Authority:

1) Great Authority (verse 2)

2) Satanic Authority (verse 4)

3) Time-Limited Authority (verse 5)

4)
Global Authority (verse 7)

But how about that phrase “…in his presence…”, or as the KJV has it, “…before him…”?  This is translated from the Greek word enopion.  It means that this second beast – the false prophet – is exercising authority delegated from the first beast, and does not act independently of the first beast.  It may also indicate that he is always “hanging around” the Antichrist.

Then we read that this first beast – this beast coming our from the earth, makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast.  He makes them to worship the Antichrist.  Since we know that Satan, the Antichrist and the False Prophet are the Satanic Unholy Trinity, it should not surprise us then to see this second beast – this false prophet – behaves in ways that mimic the way the Holy Spirit relates to Christ:

In John 16:13-14, our Lord says, "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.   He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.”

Shouldn’t we expect the False Prophet, then, who is mimicking the Holy Spirit, to act in a similar way - glorifying the Antichrist?   

Verse 12 then goes on to tell us that this second beast will make the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast – the Antichrist.  Though worded a bit differently, this verse includes the Tribulation-specific phrase we’ve been pointing out: those who “dwell on the earth”.

The Greek word for worship here (pkoskuneo) is the same word used elsewhere in the New Testament for worship of the Lord.  That is precisely what Satan has in mind: to receive worship that is rightfully due to God Himself.

Then notice the last phrase in verse 12:  the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed.  The first beast – the Antichrist – is said in verse 3 and again in verse 12, and again in verse 14, to have a fatal wound that is healed.  There will be great emphasis on the Antichrist mimicking the death and resurrection of Christ.  People who like to be impressed will get exactly what they want – they will be impressed indeed!

13 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men. 

Verses 13-15 focus on the ability of this false prophet to perform signs – great signs!  The extent of these wonders is such that verse 13 gives an example: so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of men.  We read that this is what Elijah did in 1 Kings 18 and 2 Kings 1.  We also read in Revelation chapter 11 that the two witnesses of the Lord in the first half of the Tribulation period are able to call down fire from heaven.  So what does this second Beast – this false prophet do here in chapter 13?  He simply mimics the kinds of miracles that were done by the Lord in the past – he’s a “copy-cat”.

14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of the sword and has come to life. 

Verse 14 weaves together some phrases we’ve seen before, and lays the groundwork for the insidious and diabolical things that will be revealed the next few verses.  We see first of all that this false prophet deceives.  The Greek word that is translated “deceives” means ‘to cause to go astray’.  In literal terms a magician can make you think you are seeing something that you are not and in that sense deceive you.  This Greek word (planao) goes farther than that.  It means to deceive to the point of leading others astray – in this case, to go spiritually astray.  The same word is used elsewhere in the New Testament and in the Greek Old Testament to describe leading a flock in the wrong direction, as well as to seduce to people into idolatry.

We see the Tribulation-specific phrase “those who dwell on the earth” twice in this one verse alone, meaning those who are earth-minded and who find their entire life on this earth.  These are in contrast to those who place their faith in Christ for salvation during the Tribulation period.

The word “signs”, or in some translations “wonders” or “miracles” is used in verses 13 and 14.  The Greek word for these (semeion).  It is used elsewhere in the New Testament for the signs and wonders that Christ would perform to validate that he was indeed the Messiah, according to prophecies given in Psalms and Isaiah.  It is also used to describe the signs and wonders the apostles would perform as marks of their apostleship (2 Corinthians 12:12).  But here is the amazing feat this false prophet brings to pass:

He causes those who dwell on the earth to respond to the miracles that he has performed by the Antichrist’s authority by making an image to the Beast – the Antichrist.  The Greek word translated “image” (eikon) is where we get our English word “icon”.  We’re talking here about the whole world going back to the same primitive idolatry that led so many astray in centuries past.  Listen to what he pulls off next!

15 And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast would even speak and cause as many as do not worship the image of the beast to be killed. 

It was God who gave man breath back in the Garden of Eden.  As to the breath of life in an idol, Jeremiah 10:14 tells us:

Every goldsmith is put to shame by his idols; 

For his molten images are deceitful, 

And there is no breath in them. 

But this image of the beast is different.  He has breath of life and the ability to speak!  And with today’s technology, it might take a lot of convincing people that this image of the beast is not just faked using technology.  But apparently people will be both convinced and impressed.

But here comes the harpoon – the piercing barb:  It says that he will “…cause as many as do not worship the image of the beast to be killed.”  That is really what this is all about, isn’t it?  Wasn’t it the dragon’s goal and aim to viciously attack the Jews and those who place their faith in Christ?  Isn’t that Satan’s bottom line during these last 3½ years of the Tribulation period? The mentality for that kind of attack on those who refuse to worship the image of the Beast is not something that has to wait for the Tribulation period.  The seeds of that are here now.  Most of those Christians who are dying for their faith right now are in the grip of Islam.  Not too long ago, a leader of the New Age movement, who was also a state legislator, said this on an Omaha, Nebraska talk show:

“We have to control church schools because fundamental, Bible-believing Christians do not have the right to indoctrinate their children in their faith, because we, the state, are preparing all children for …when America will be part of the One World Global Society and their children won’t fit in.  New Agers are not naïve enough to believe that everyone will accept the dawn of this new day. Some will oppose the emerging New Order. For these, there is another solution: intimidation, starvation, and liquidation.”

But to put some teeth into this forced worship of the Antichrist, this second beast brings on a ‘wonderful’ new program.

16 And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand or on their forehead, 17 and he provides that no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the beast or the number of his name. 

This economic system that centers on the Antichrist has the full approval of the false prophet.  Notice that no political standing or social status is excused from the requirements to participate in this rigid and global economic system.  The financial squeeze is on!

The industrial development of the last couple of centuries has brought about some changes that make this requirement have even more bite than before.  At the time the book of Revelation was written, 90% of the population was involved in agriculture and was well equipped to grow their own food – if not already doing so.  But in our modern world, most of us are largely if not entirely dependent upon our commercial system to provide our food.  Most of us must buy it.  That pattern will put believers during the Tribulation period into a major squeeze.  Food will be hard to come by, since believers will be locked out of the ability to buy food through normal channels, not to speak of other goods and services we’ve come to consider basic.  As you can well imagine, the pressure for believers to compromise will be intense.

18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six. 

This one verse has spawned a multitude of speculations, accusations and aggravations.  Even a great many who know little else about the book of Revelation will register a look of recognition about the number 666.  I’ve seen it tied to a great many political, religious, economic and military leaders, including some who have already died.  The number given here is six (6), which is one short of the number of completeness.  Three of them side by side, as in the attempt to form an Unholy Satanic Trinity, still make three sixes – 666.  But there is one thing that can and should be said which will calm the waters of fanaticism and avoid outrageous claims: This number and its figuring are given primarily for those who live during the Tribulation period.  Believers living during the Tribulation period will have need to confirm who is the Antichrist.  Jumping the gun by trying to tie the number 666 on current high-profile people is not only counterproductive, but it can distract us from our focus on Christ.

And that brings us back to this issue of being transformed from glory to glory as we are beholding Christ.  What Satan and the Antichrist and the False Prophet are ultimately doing during the Tribulation period is getting people to behold the image of the Antichrist.  Even the False Prophet – this beast out of the sea is focused on directing everyone to behold the Antichrist – is seeking to mimic in a twisted way the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit directs us to behold Christ.  But the False Prophet does not transform.  He simply confirms people as what they already are: spiritually lost and separated from God.  In that way, Satan’s Unholy Trinity will fail to bring about a true copy of what God has designed for us.  Only by God’s work in us, transforming us from glory to glory as we behold Christ are we truly changed – as our condition grows in conformity with our eternal position in Christ.                     

Revelation 13:2-7





2 And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority. 3 I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast; 4 they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?" 5 There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him.
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� See last Sunday’s handout, “33 Revelation Series - A beast from the sea – Revelation 13:1-10 – August 16, 2009”, Pages 3 and 4.


� A little lamb (Revelation 5:8) refers to a sheep that is very young – perhaps even days or weeks old.  But a lamb (John 1:29, 36) refers to a sheep that is up to about a year old – still young, but not yet mature.


 


� Global Mandate, William Bowen, pg 94.
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