Revelation 14:6-13 - The Three Angels’ Proclamations

6 And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people; 7 and he said with a loud voice, "Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters." 

In these two brief verses, John is describing something for us that is truly remarkable!  Here is an angel, at the midpoint in the Tribulation period, who is flying about, making open declarations of the gospel to everybody on earth.  Now when is the last time you saw that take place? 

John says that he saw “another angel”.  Now John has already seen a number of angels up to this point, hasn’t he?  These angels are different from the ones who are assigned to carry out the three series of judgments on the earth.  As we’ve noted at the beginning of our study of Revelation, an angel – angelos in the Greek – is a “messenger”.  We see angels given various assignments throughout Scripture, but the basic meaning of their name is “messenger” – they deliver messages.  Usually angels in Scripture speak to individuals, like Mary, or small groups of people, like the shepherds in Bethlehem.  Here, the angel has a message for a much broader audience – everybody!

Now we know that the word “another” (allos in the Greek), means “another of the same kind” (remember last week’s handout?).  So we know this angel is not demonic – not a fallen angel.  He has a different assignment than the others, but he is of the same kind.  He is loyal to the Lord his Creator and does precisely as the Lord directs him to do.

Midheaven is the earth’s atmosphere at the elevation where larger birds can fly, as shown in Revelation 19:17.  As we see in the text box, the word “midheaven” shows up three times in the book of Revelation.  It refers to the earths atmosphere, at an elevation that the larger birds are able to fly, as is demonstrated by Revelation 19:17.  Do you see what John is writing about here?  Here John sees an angel going about in the sky at a level where people can see him, telling them openly and audibly about the gospel.  That is amazing!  As we’ll see shortly, this is a really extraordinary event!  This angel, as we read, preaches an eternal gospel, and this gospel he preaches is eternal because it applies to eternity.  There are a great many people even now, who live life as if this time of some seven or eight decades of typical lifespan is all there is, so you just have to make the most of it.

If you think about it, we human beings, with respect to this earth and these bodies are going to be dead for a lot, lot longer than we’re going to be alive.  Thinking that we’re going to ignore the issue of eternity is absolute foolishness!  Eternity is a long, long, long time for somebody to be wrong about the Lord!

But what the angel – this heavenly messenger – has to tell is an eternal gospel.  It is a good message - a gospel specific for the Tribulation.  Salvation always was and always will be by faith.  Paul spends a goodly portion of Romans laying out that truth.  But the position of those who will be saved during this period of time – though glorious – is not like our own in Christ during this, the church age.

But then we notice that this angel’s audience is described in two ways.  The phrases that describe his preaching of the eternal gospel are phrases we’ve seen before.  But they have been combined here in a ways that we have not seen before and will not see again in the book of Revelation.  

“Those who dwell on the earth” is a Tribulation-specific phrase, as you know (Lesson 33 Revelation Series  - A beast from the sea – Revelation 13:1-10 – August 16, 2009 - Page 7).  What is slightly different in this verse is that a different but synonymous word is used in this specific verse than is used elsewhere in Revelation, but the basic meaning is the same.  The phrase “those who dwell on the earth” is a phrase that is applied only during the Tribulation period to those who are not saved.  It is not used of those who come to salvation by faith in Christ.  It is used of those whose life and security and perspective are locked onto planet earth.  

The phrase “peoples and tribes and tongues and nations…” and similar phrases occur in Revelation at:
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This second key phrase that John uses in this passage is also one we’ve seen before, and it is also a Tribulation–specific phrase.  It is a phrase that clearly conveys global extent, and it refers to all the humanity that dwells on the earth.  All the categories of humanity are included.  What is amazing is that the angel assigned to preach this eternal gospel is carrying it to all of humanity.  No group of people – no language – is excepted.  All the people are included in this message.

Right now, in this the church age, we have people who are dedicated to translate the Scriptures into all the various languages.  We have people who are dedicated to bringing the gospel to groups that have never heard the gospel.  Some of my own relatives have taken on that task in places around the globe.  But there will be no limitations of language and geography here.  Everybody will here the gospel regardless of location, language or ethnic group – everybody.  

Can you imagine what that will be like?  People will be working outside somewhere in Mongolia and they will hear the gospel.  Women will be out in some remote village of the tropics and will hear the gospel in their own language.  

Now let’s look carefully at how the angel presents the gospel for the people of this time – just at the midpoint of the Tribulation.  First, the angel says it with a loud voice.  

The angel is telling them:

Fear God, who decides your eternal destiny, rather than the Antichrist, who can only decide what happens to your body while you are on the earth, and then only for the next 3½ years…

give Him glory, since God is the very source and definition of glory, and the Antichrist can only pretend and mimic such things for a short time…

worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters, since Romans chapter 1 shows the compounding downward spiral of Creator rejection…And the Antichrist is not the Creator, but the great imitator

And why should you be motivated to take this message seriously?  Because the hour of His judgment has come!

This is now giving everyone on planet earth a last chance to hear the truth before the Lord Himself unleashes these great, global and unprecedented judgments upon the earth.

The Antichrist – the Big Fake - is not the Creator, but the great imitator.  
Note well here that the Lord is offering grace, in the face of the horrific judgments about to come on planet earth.  Also take note of the fact that the Lord has sent several different kinds of witnesses to earth so far during this Tribulation period:

· The 144,000 virgin Jewish men – 12,000 from each of the twelve listed tribes

· The Tribulation period saints (many of whom are simply ‘running for their lives’)

· The Two witnesses

· This gospel angel 

That brings us to one last point before we move onto the next verse.  The fact that this gospel angel is here given the assignment to preach the gospel is clear testimony to the fact that the church has already been taken out of the earth.  Never, while the church is on earth, are angels given the task of preaching the gospel to the unsaved.  Preaching the gospel to the unsaved is woven throughout the New Testament as a task for the church to carry out by the work of the Holy Spirit who indwells them.  This angel is now assigned to the task because the church is not here in the middle of the Tribulation!

8 And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality."

Now John tells us about another angel, who is different from the first one, but he is another of the same kind (allos in the Greek).  Another angel (allos angelos) is even followed in the original text with the Greek word deuteros.  This is given to reinforce for us the understanding that this angel was not the same as the first one, but a different one altogether.  This angel is announcing the fall of Babylon the great.  Now since it has been many centuries since the Empire of Babylon fell from power and even existence, we need to understand what this reference to Babylon is talking about.

There are various elements of the Babylonian system that are referenced in Scripture and about which we have gleaned even more from historical records and archaeological excavations.  These include the original source of the Babylonian system under the Tower of Babel as revealed in Genesis chapters 10 and 11.  That system is based in humanism – a worldly philosophy that says that human beings are the center of truth and within human beings themselves lie the answers to humanity’s questions.  

There is also a Babylonian religious system which has been spread around the globe, and which had infiltrated the ancient world as well as our own culture.  That religious system relies upon human manipulation of a pantheon of gods.  It looks to occultism, human philosophy, alcoholic and drug enslavement, idol worship and the like.  The astrology column in the local newspaper has its roots in Babylon.  Even the element in our own culture that is enamored with angels has its roots in Babylon.  Sensuality of every kind is linked to the Babylon religious and philosophical system.

Babylon was also culturally anti-Semitic.  The culture of the Jews was to be displaced by what was thought to be superior Babylonian philosophy and religion.  Young Jewish noblemen like Daniel and his 3 friends, among others, were brought to Babylon to be indoctrinated in Babylonianism.

Finally, Babylon was saturated in materialistic and humanistic commercial trade and enterprise.  It is not that such commercial efforts are basically evil, but rather that the philosophy that permeates this Babylonian commercial system that is the problem.  We have this philosophy in our own culture today, and the American stock market has been reeling in recent times from revelations about firms trying to get ahead by “cooking the books”.  This is philosophy that puts materialism and this world’s blessings above God’s truth and what we possess in Christ.   Even the prosperity doctrine taught in some churches – even right here in the Denver area – is a bizarre mixture of Christianity and Babylonian materialism.  
Babylon and its fall will be mentioned again briefly in Revelation chapter 16, then extensively in chapters 17 and 18, so we’ll revisit the details then.  For now, this angel (the second one) is telling everyone that Babylon is to fall.  

The Greek verbs here are actually in past tense – which is to convey that even though the fall of Babylon has not yet taken place at this point, its fall is so absolutely determined to take place that Babylon’s fallen is referred to in the past tense.  We speak in similar figures of speech in English when we say something like, “that guy is a goner!”  We might not mean that the fellow is already a goner, but we talk like he is because his future is considered so certain that we speak as if it has already come to pass.  This angel is speaking of Babylon’s demise as so absolutely certain that it is as good as done.  This is a means of speaking that the Old Testament prophets used as well.

There is more that we could detail about this verse, but we’ll approach it in more detail when we come across Revelation chapters 17 and 18.

9 Then another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 "And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name." 

In sharp contrast with the message of the first angel, this one is warning of the bad side of following the beast.  The first angel proclaimed the gospel to the world’s masses who had survived the judgments of the first half of the Tribulation period.  The second angel warned about relying on this world’s systems.  What this world offers as security and satisfaction will definitely end!  This third angel is warning about the eternally horrible consequences of worshipping the beast and taking the mark of the beast.  It may seem like the way out of trouble and pressure for now, but the trade-off is not a good one.  This angel spells it out clearly.  There will be wrath here on planet earth, for sure.  But taking the mark of the Beast will assure each one a place in the Lake of Fire.  We have another name for it given in Scripture, and that is called “hell”.  There are churches these days that have dropped “hell” from their vocabulary, but this angel does not and neither will we.  Do people have a right to go to hell?  If one wants to stand on those “rights”, then one certainly has a “right” to go to hell.  We even have a right to our own opinion, too, for all the good it will do.  All the rights to our own opinion won’t do any good at all in eternity.  Why, the folks in hell – the Lake of Fire – all have a right to their own opinion for eternity, if you like.  It just won’t change the facts one iota.  There is salvation in Christ alone, and one’s right to one’s own opinions won’t change that. 

12 Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. 13 And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Write, "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them."

Here is encouragement to those who believe.  But being a believer in Christ during the Tribulation period carries with it a very high risk that he or she will die, but if so, then that believer can look forward to relief from this world’s threats and overwhelming pressures.  Even Paul put this similar issue to the church in Philippi this way: 

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose. But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better…
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