Revelation 14:14-20 – Reaping And Then Reaping

The Revelation chapter 14 summary

The events described in Revelation chapter 14 are in great part what we would call a ‘preview’.  They are events and consequences that are shortly to take place.  If we think about it just a moment, we’re pretty accustomed to previews - we see them on TV.  We see them when we go to the movies or look at a DVD.  Some of us at least probably see more than we’d like of those.  But we understand previews, don’t we.  John is doing the same thing here in written form; he’s giving us a foreview of the key events and the critical decisions before these Tribulation saints.  That’s an important perspective to have.

Before we step into this passage

One other perspective we need to take in before we move into the passage this morning:  We’re going to look at this passage and quite possibly think, “Oh, no!  We’re reading some more about some horrifying, ghastly, global tragedy.  This is just another awful, bloody, wretched mess!”

But before we let our minds drift in that direction, there are a few things we should keep in mind:

· Sin is an awful, terrible thing.

· Humans are inclined to see sin in comparison to one another, as in: “Compared to that fellow, I’m a pretty decent guy!”

· But compared to Gods’ perfect holiness, sin is wretched indeed!

Those who are being opposed by God in these passages have been provided with the truth of the gospel and have resolutely decided to stand in opposition to the Lord.  We should also keep one other thing in mind here.  Some of John’s audience will read or hear of these verses we’ll be looking at this morning and see great hope in them.  The ones who will be receiving judgment in this morning‘s passage are those who will have sided entirely with Satan.  Those who will be wiped out are those who have decided to become Satan’s instruments to destroy the Jews once and for all.  They have in mind to kill every last Jew on the planet.  There’s more to this, but that will have to wait until after we’ve looked at the passage.

We have been saying that about 70% of Revelation is drawn directly from the Old Testament.  As we examine this verse, we’re going to find that this verse is drawn from several Old Testament passages, and that this entire passage in Revelation is drawn from Old Testament passages.  So as we interpret the book of Revelation, we must look to those Old Testament passages and understand those passages correctly in order to correctly understand the book of Revelation.  But as we examine this passage, we are going to find that John not only draws upon the Old Testament, but also upon the book of Revelation itself – and John is a very consistent writer.  It is because of John’s pattern of drawing substantially from the Old Testament, and writing with internal consistency within the book of Revelation, that we can have certainty about what John is seeking to convey in this book, and to understand why its reading can be a blessing.  

14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand. 

This verse uses the phrase, “one like a son of man”, as we saw some months back in our study of Revelation chapter 1, in which John tells of seeing and hearing from Christ Himself:

Revelation 1:12-13 

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash. 

The phrase “one like a son of man” was shown then, as now, to refer to Christ Himself.  It is obvious that Christ referred to Himself while on earth as “the son of man” a number of times (79 times from Matthew 8:20 to Acts 7:56), and it was understood then to be a reference to the Messiah.  Christ could call Himself the ‘Son of Man’ and be understood to be the Messiah by the Jews of His day because of Daniel 7:13-14:  

Daniel 7:13-14

I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven one like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. 14 And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.

The passage in Daniel makes reference to “clouds” (see also Revelation 14:15,16) and to “one like a son of man” (the capitalization is in English in some passages and versions, but not in the original Hebrew or Greek).  For centuries Orthodox Jews have seen this as referring to the Messiah.  Conservative Christian commentators have also seen this as well, but have said that this refers to Jesus Christ at His 2nd coming.  In the early church, those in John’s audience who were Jews and had become believers in Jesus Christ would hear or read this and instantly see, “This is Jesus the Messiah that John is writing about here”.  He is the one on the white cloud – portrayed as held in righteousness.  He is the one who is “like unto a son of man”.  John does not only draw from the book of Daniel, but also the Psalms:

Psalms 21:3-4

For You meet Him with the blessings of good things; You set a crown of fine gold on His head. 4 He asked life of You, You gave it to Him, Length of days forever and ever.

This passage in Psalms is one that describes the Messiah as having a golden crown on His head, and:

· He has a right to reign.

· His golden crown speaks of His great value, worthiness and uncorruptable character.

· He, as we will read when we get to Revelation 19, is the King of Kings.
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Then we come to Joel 3:12,13, which is part of a larger passage in Joel 3 about the Tribulation period and the 2nd coming of Christ as the Messiah.  But we’re looking at it this morning in regard to the word “sickle”.  John uses the word “sickle” seven times in Revelation 14:14-20, as we’ll see shortly.  Now a sickle was used for general harvesting purposes in those days, whether for cutting grain or cutting clusters of grapes from the vine.  Before we move into the next verse, this is a good place to take a look at some key words that are in this morning’s passage (Revelation 14:14-20):

crown (Greek: stephanos)  = victor’s crown

The word for “crown” in verse 14 is a victor’s crown, but not a crown of royalty, which is a diadem.  It is the same word for the crowns believers are promised as rewards in the New Testament in five places, and the same word used for the crowns of the 24 elders in Revelation.

ripe (Greek: xeraino) = withered harvest (see verse 15)

We’re going to see that there are two words translated “ripe” in this passage.  One is in verse 15, and it means “withered harvest”.  It does not refer to a joyous harvest of good, bountiful crops, but refers instead to a harvest that is far from satisfactory, and far short of hopes and expectations.  It is, frankly, disappointing in the extreme.

ripe (Greek: akmazo)  = fully ripe (see verse 18)

This other word for ripe (akmazo) is used in verse 18.  This is a word for ripe that implies ‘just at the right time’.  As we’ll see in the context, it means that the evil and apostasy and wickedness is full measure - a mass of humanity at its diabolical worst.

thrust (Greek: ebalen, from ballo) = swing with force – verses 15, 16, 18, 19

We have something interesting in the word translated “thrust” in many of your translations: ebalen is from the root word ballo.  We’ve already noted that ballo is where we get our English word “ball”.  It conveys the idea of ‘swinging with force’.  This word is used four times in that way in this passage.

cast (Greek: ebalen, from ballo) = pitch forcefully – verse 19

Interestingly, the very same word is translated “cast” as well.  It refers to the grapes being thrown into the wine press, and as we see is based on this same Greek word ballo.

15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe." 

16 Then He who sat on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was reaped. 

At first you might be puzzled at these 2 verses.  Why is an angel telling Jesus Christ the Messiah what to do?  and what place does an angel have – especially just “another angel” – telling Jesus Christ when is the right time to reap the “harvest of the earth”?  And then Jesus Christ the Messiah goes ahead and does just what the angel says to do.

Well, we need to observe that the angel comes out of the temple.  This is the heavenly temple, and not the corrupted, violated one on earth.  The heavenly temple is where God the Father reigns.  So this angel – and you will remember from last week’s key word list that the Greek word for angel – angelos – means “messenger”.  So this angel, who is by nature a messenger, is bringing a message from God the Father to Christ the Son, and we also take note of the fact that the Father knows the times and the seasons (Acts 1:7), so this angel bringing such a message to Christ is a very proper arrangement after all.

Verses 17 through 20 shift the picture a bit.  Up to now, the action has been that of Christ Himself carrying out the reaping of this withered harvest.  Once we get to verses 17 through 20, however, the action is carried out by an angel.  We’ve seen this happen in previous chapters in Revelation, where angels get called upon as both messengers and ones with the assignment to carry out the judgment.  Let’s take a look at verses 17-20.

17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, and he also had a sharp sickle. 

18 Then another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out from the altar; and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Put in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, because her grapes are ripe." 

19 So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God. 

20 And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles. 

As we’ve shown, verse 14 draws the image of the sickle from Joel 3:12 and 13.  Now that we’ve read these verses as well, it’s time to take a look at something:  This word sickle comes up seven times in this passage, and 4 of those times John writes it as “sharp sickle”.  To the mostly agrarian population that first hear and read what John wrote, this meant “reaping”, which explains why he uses the word so much, reinforcing it with the word “sharp” four times.  The word “sharp” shows up seven times in Revelation – four times here and three more times when it speaks of Christ having a sharp sword coming out of His mouth.  

We have another angel who comes out of heaven’s temple.  This one is taking his orders from the Father as well.  He, too, is prepared to reap – having a sickle - but he is specifically directed to reap using the picture of the grape harvest.  

The words in Revelation 14:17-20 are drawn so consistently from Joel 3:12,13 that John’s message is unmistakable.  John is referring to God’s response to Satan’s campaign to erase all the Jews from the face of the planet.  

Satan will bring his earthly forces against the Jews with the intent to exterminate them all.  God will deal with these satanically directed forces with a terminal response – death.  We’ll take a closer look at it at a later point in time, but for now, here is an overview of the battle, or actually better called, the campaign related to Armageddon.  The actual location referred to as Armageddon is a broad valley that extends from the eastern Mediterranean Sea up to roughly the area of the town of Nazareth.  

The area that Joel chapter 3 actually refers to is right next to Jerusalem, called the Valley of Jehoshaphat.  Part of Satan’s attack on the Jews will take place around Jerusalem.  Finally, when we examined Revelation chapter 12, we talked about the wilderness to the south of Jerusalem.  

Now Armageddon has come to mean global catastrophe, even to the unsaved world.  Not too long ago they made a movie with that title.  But the biblical Armageddon is from the Hebrew ‘Har Megiddo’ (the Valley of Megiddo).   

Now let’s read some selected verses from Joel chapter 3

Joel 3:1-2, 11-14

"For behold, in those days and at that time, 

When I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 

2 I will gather all the nations 

And bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. 

Then I will enter into judgment with them there 

On behalf of My people and My inheritance, Israel, 

11 Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, 

And gather yourselves there. 

Bring down, O LORD, Your mighty ones. 

12 Let the nations be aroused 

And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, 

For there I will sit to judge 

All the surrounding nations. 

13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. 

Come, tread, for the wine press is full; 

The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great. 

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! 

For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 

And finally from Revelation 14:20:

And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles. 

The valley between Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives - the Valley of Jehoshaphat - will be filled with those cooperating with Satan – seeking the annihilation of the Jews whom God chose as His people.  God Himself will bring judgment upon them.  The Jews will recognize that it is God alone who has saved them.  Moreover it will be Jesus Christ their Messiah who will do it.  Finally they will recognize their Lord!

When people of this world hear the word “Armageddon”, they think of some global catastrophe – some massive cataclysm.  That is because they do not know the Scriptures.  Once we know the meaning of these words in Revelation 14, we need not be thinking of some global catastrophe.  We can instead be thinking about how God would miraculously intervene to save the Jews – His chosen people - from annihilation.

This is a text that speaks of God’s miraculous intervention on behalf of the Jews.  It is but one example of how God will intervene on their behalf.  The Jews are a people to whom God has made many promises. But every believer here this morning might well be thinking, “Well that’s really interesting, and I’m sure those Jews who will be saved will really appreciate it, but what is all this to me…?

If you have placed your faith in Christ, as a member of the body of Christ, the church, you are not going into this Tribulation period.  But if you are asking the above questions and making those observations – that’s good!

· You are recognizing that your hope and position and relationship to the Lord Jesus is different from that of the Jew of this coming Tribulation period.

· As a church age believer, your blessed hope is in His coming for you to take you from this earth to be with Him forever.

· For the Jew who will survive this coming Tribulation, the hope is in the Messiah coming to save him from earthly catastrophe.

· As a church age believer, your position with Christ is untouchable in the heavens – no matter what happens on earth!

· For the Jew of this coming Tribulation, his future position with the Messiah is on the earth in the Millennium to come.

· As a church age believer, you have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ already - totally, and irreversibly.

· For the Jew of this coming Tribulation period, his blessings are still to come – he still must wait for them.

Though God has chosen to deal with different groups of believers in different ways, He is still the same yesterday, today and forever.  He is forever faithful, and He will make good on His promises to the Jews, beginning with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3).  He is and will be make good on his statements of salvation and blessing and provision and position –  for every people and every time – even these people right here, right now.
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