Revelation 6:9-17 - Oh No!

Martyr's cry out
9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained; 

The fifth seal is broken and this one is different. This seal is quite different from the prior four seals, because it serves to reveal the martyrdom that has apparently been going on during the opening of the first four seals.  There is not a release of judgment. 

10 and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 

Here those who have been martyred during the tribulation shriek out to the Lord seeking an end to what is going on earth.   They also seek judgment and vengeance upon those who put these tribulation martyrs to death.

11 And there was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also.

God responds to these martyrs by putting them in a place of honor and telling them to cease from any movement or labor in order to recover and collect strength.  He also tells them that what is happening on the earth isn’t over yet.  There is still more to be accomplished. 

Cosmic Disturbances
12 I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood; 

The breaking of the sixth seal is going to start tearing apart the earth.  It starts with a MASSIVE earthquake.  This MASSIVE earthquake causes the sun to become black and the moon to become red.  How?

13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind. 

Let’s clear something up right away.   The Greek word for stars is asters.  It  is where we get the English word asteroid.  So, you don’t need to think of big stars like the sun.  Nevertheless, this could refer to asteroids, meteors, and comets or any combination thereof.  The description of a fig tree casting its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind leads one to believe there will a great number of these falling asteres.
14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 
John summarizes here what seems like a major heavenly and earthly shakeup.
Man’s Response
15 Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; 

· Kings – political rulers
· Great men – men of power and influence
· Commanders – powerful military leaders: Greek: “those over a thousand”
· Rich – those who can buy whatever they want – the wealthy
· Strong – those of impressive physical strength - and known for bravery
· Every slave and free man - and by the way, there is slavery in the world today, in Africa and the Middle East and Asia.  
· John is here communicating that every part of the socioeconomic ladder is impacted – no exceptions
· We get the strong sense that John sees all the power and influences and advantages of this world as useless to defend against the wrath of God
16 and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;

It is interesting that these humans, powerful and otherwise, are appealing to mountains and rocks.  They apparently know who Christ the Lamb is and they apparently know the Father sits on the throne.  But they don’t speak to God; instead they speak to the mountains and rocks!
17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?" 
Even these worldlings recognize that God the Father and the Lamb who is the Son of God cannot be stopped by any human force, power, or influence.
What do these verses teach us about our Savior?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

What do these verses teach us about our future?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

We saw the response of the lost to God’s wrath.  What is your response?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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