Matthew 5:1-12 (NASU)
When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth and began to teach them, saying, 

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 “When Jesus saw the crowds” The “crowds” or “multitudes” were made up of the people Matthew mentioned in 4:23-25.  They were a larger group than the disciples.
“He went up on the mountain and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him” 

The disciples were not just the twelve but many others who followed Jesus and sought to learn from Him. Basically, ‘disciple’ means learner. A number of these disciples were true believers that Christ was the Messiah / King.  Some were not true followers (John 6:66).

This Sermon on the Mount gives the interim ethic (moral code; the way they were to live) for those who accepted Israel’s Messiah / King. It is not intended to be an offer of the plan of salvation or to be a teaching for unsaved people. When Christ was on earth it had a direct application to those who had responded to the message of “repent.” 
If we had been there and had repented, what would we be waiting for?                          Answer: “The kingdom.”
What might we be thinking? 

· How shall we live now in anticipation of the kingdom? 

· Since Jesus is the Messiah / King, what does He expect of us? 

· What is the fruit spoken of by John the Baptist and Jesus in keeping with repentance?  (Matthew 3:2, 8; 4:17; 7:19-20)

All of these questions are answered in Matthew Chapters 5, 6 and 7.
This Sermon is distinctively Jewish in flavor. In verse 5 we see that Jesus’ followers who possess these qualities, become heirs of the kingdom (vv.3, 10) on earth (v. 5). Only to the Jewish people is there a promise of a kingdom on earth.  We see the Jewish nature in the reference to the council (Sanhedrin) (5:22), to the altar (5:24), and to Jerusalem, the city of the great King (5:35).  

The standard of righteousness that the disciples were familiar with was that which was presented by the Scribes and Pharisees. The Pharisees were concerned with external qualities, but Jesus is going to be teaching on inner characteristics here in this sermon.
“He opened His mouth and began to teach them, saying”
This sermon opens with the record of the nine fold blessing which is promised and provided for the faithful person, who is anticipating the kingdom. These blessings are for those who have certain characteristics.   The teachings of Jesus here go to the heart and are spiritual in nature.  His teachings are not like the superficial teaching (outward rules) of many of the religious leaders of His day.  

The believing Jew, the holy seed (Isaiah 6:13), has a position of blessing that will be realized at the coming of the Kingdom. The condition they are to be walking in is stated in each beatitude.
These blessings are in clear contrast to the blessings we find in our position "in Christ”. Our blessings “in Christ” are immediately gained through Christ at the moment we are born again (Ephesians 1:3).  

Verses 3-6 deal with four characteristics in relationship to God. 

1. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  

The Greek word translated “blessed,” (makarios:mak-ar'-ee-os), means supremely blest; “Blessed” speaks of a condition of wholeness and completeness because of God’s acceptance and approval.  

 “poor” – (ptochos: pto-khos'); a beggar, i.e. pauper 
The “poor in spirit” are those who acknowledge their own spiritual weakness and helplessness and who depend only on God’s omnipotence. This is an attitude of sensing ones own spiritual need. It describes a person who is nothing in his own eyes, and feels that the lowest place is his right spot. The opposite of being poor in spirit is to be self-sufficient, self confident and prideful.  
In the Old Testament vision of the coming manifestation of the King, it is said: 
Isaiah 57:15 (NASU)
I dwell on a high and holy place, and also with the contrite and lowly of spirit

In order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.
“for” (hoti: hot'-ee) – “because” The word “for” is in each beatitude.  It explains why the person is a blessed individual.  Note that the reason for the blessedness (wholeness) is a spiritual quality.
 “kingdom of heaven” The term “kingdom of heaven” is used 33 times in the book of Matthew.  Matthew is the only gospel that uses this term. 
 In speaking of the “kingdom of heaven”, Christ does not mean heaven, the scene of glory on high, but rather looks at the earth as under the rule of heaven. The Lord really

refers to the rule of the God of the heavens over that which is here on earth.  He does not speak of the Church here.
What do you think the disciples thought of when they heard “kingdom of heaven”?
Daniel 2:44 (NASU)
In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever. (See also Daniel 7:13-14)

Under grace, we who are Christians do not have to beg because of helplessness. We have spiritual “boldness to enter into the Holiest by the Blood of Jesus” (Hebrews 10:19)

We are already positioned in Heavenly places in Christ. (Ephesians 1:3) 

2. “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”  

 “mourn” - (pentheo: pen-theh'-o); to grieve  
To mourn here means to develop a sensitivity to sin.  One mourns because of his sense of personal spiritual bankruptcy. There was also mourning done by the spiritual remnant of Jesus’ day who mourned over the humiliation of Israel because of corporate sins. The prophets connected Messiah’s appearing with the comfort of His people.
Isaiah 40:1-2 (NASU)
 “Comfort, O comfort My people," says your God. “Speak kindly to Jerusalem;

And call out to her, that her warfare has ended, that her iniquity has been removed,

That she has received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins."
Isaiah 66:13 (NASU)
As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; and you will be comforted in Jerusalem. 
We as Christians are able to rejoice in the midst of our mourning. 
1 Peter 4:13 (NASU)
But to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 
Our comfort comes from the Comforter, the Holy Spirit and through the words of Scripture that He helps us understand.
Romans 15:4 (NASU)
For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
3. “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit THE EARTH.” 

“gentle”- (praus: prah-ooce'); mild, i.e. (by implication) humble.  KJV- “meek”
It means to have a quiet confidence in God. It is a recognition of and submission to God’s authority and sovereignty. This quality shows out in a person being flexible in situations. There is also self-control, freedom from malice and vengefulness. Meekness is an expression of genuine humility toward others.  

“shall inherit THE EARTH.” 
Psalm 37:11 (NASU)
But the humble will inherit the land and will delight themselves in abundant prosperity. 

The Jewish concept of the Messianic Kingdom was that it was to be EARTHLY. Messiah would rule over Israel and the nations on the EARTH. 
Psalm 2:8 (NASU)

Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as your inheritance,

And the very ends of the earth as your possession. 

In this church age gentleness is seen as fruit of the Spirit. (Galatians 5:22-23)

The meekness of those who are Christians is the meekness of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is our life.  

2 Corinthians 10:1a (NASU)
Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ...
Believers in this church age do not look forward to inheriting the earth. We are a heavenly people. We are already seated in Heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 
4. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” 
In Matthew’s Gospel the term “righteousness” is in the sense of personal holiness and faithfulness to God’s will. It is not used in the aspect of imputed righteousness or justification. This hunger and thirst for righteousness is not for salvation.   
Psalm 15:1-2 (NASU) 
O Lord, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy hill? 

2 He who walks with integrity, and works righteousness.
Believers in this day are to be “filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.” Philippians 1:11
Jesus gives five characteristics in relationship to man in verses 7-12:
1. ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.’ 

merciful- (eleemon: el-eh-ay'-mone) - compassionate 
In this verse, mercy from the Lord is made to depend entirely on the exercise of mercy toward others. A similar thought is found in Matthew 6:14-15 in that if you forgive others, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive others, you will not be forgiven.
Psalm 18:25 (NKJV)
With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful;

With a blameless man You will show Yourself blameless.

Under grace, we show mercy as those who have already received mercy. Under grace, the 
Lord is rich in mercy, even when we were dead in sins.  (Titus 3:5; Ephesians 4:32)
2. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”
The promise to this remnant in Christ’s day is that if they are pure in heart, they will see God.    (“Your eyes will see the King in His beauty...” Isaiah 33:17)
Psalm 24:3-4 (NASU)
Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? And who may stand in His holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart. (See also Isaiah 33:15-17)

For those who are under grace: 
Hebrews 2:9 (NASU)
But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.  (Also see 2 Corinthians 4:6)
3. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” 
Isaiah 52:7 (NASU)
How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news,

Who announces peace and brings good news of happiness, who announces salvation,

and says to Zion, "Your God reigns!" 
Hosea 1:10 (NASU)
Yet the number of the sons of Israel will be like the sand of the sea,

Which cannot be measured or numbered; And in the place where it is said to them,

"You are not My people," It will be said to them, "You are the sons of the living God." 

Under grace, to be a peacemaker, one takes the message of peace (the Gospel) to the lost.  God has made peace through the cross. 
Romans 10:15 (NKJV)
And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!" 

4. “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Again, the word “righteousness” is in the sense of personal faithfulness to God and His will; it has to do with personal holiness.  

In this age of grace the Christian suffers with Christ and for His sake, and his reward is in heaven.  

2 Timothy 3:12 (NASU)
Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
5. “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.”  

Notice that this is verbal persecution because people “falsely say” things.  The motive for their attack is “because of Me.” Association with Christ brings on personal insults, persecution and false accusations.  We see this persecution come on the followers of Christ even before He ascended. (E.G.: Mary and Martha’s brother; the blind man; and Mary, who anointed Christ’s feet) 
In Philippians 1:29 we see that believing and suffering are part of the Christian’s lot.

"Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
The Lord goes on to clarify His disciples’ calling and ministry on earth. He does this to encourage them to endure persecution and to fulfill God’s purpose for them.  He gives them a forward look: “for your reward in heaven is great.”  He gives them a look back:  “they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
Peter reminds us of the ordeals and testing that Christians can expect:
1 Peter 4:12-17 (NASU)
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?

The Lord has seen fit to express these qualities of heart among and within us here in the Church all by grace – all under the Principle of Grace.
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