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Anticipating the book of Acts

» Next Sunday we will + What is written

begin our study of of believers in
the book of Acts. Ephesians 1:3-10
« The passage we will ~ was not true as

look at this moming ~ Of Acts chapter 1,
- Ephesians 1:3-10 - though it was true
is where the book of ~ as of Acts chapter

Acts is ultimately 2, but they didn’t
‘aimed’. know it!



[image: image2.png]Ephesians 1:3-10

The former serial killer who
wrote Ephesians 1:3-10

« When Jesus Christ ¢+ In less than two

ascended from the years this man would
Mount of Olives be approving of the
(Acts 1:1-11) the killing of Stephen.
man who became « Butin just over

the apostle Paul two years he would
was an Unbe'lever, become a believer

a Pharisee, & would  himself, & 25 years

soon persecute the  after that he would
believers in Christ. write Ephesians.
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One |000000000000000000Ng sentence

» Ephesians 1:3-14 * The reason for

is one loooooong doing a brief intro-
sentence in the duction to this
Greek text, & it passage this
appears asthough morning is to

the apostle Paul give us an idea
could just barely where the book
contain himself of Acts is ultimately
when he wrote it. headed.

For today, we’ll cover just Ephesians 1:3-10.
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Blessed be the God & Father

- “Blessed be the « ‘Blessed’ means
God and Father that God the Father
of our Lord Jesus is spoken well of, &

Christ” is also found in this passage it’s
in 2 Corinthians 1:3 because He has
& 1 Peter 1:3. blessed us.

This is one of those places in God’s word where
we see a distinctive role for God the Father, & He
is specifically credited with having blessed us —
we who are believers & in the body of Christ.
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Qur Lord Jesus Christ

* ‘Our’ says that we » ‘Jesus’ says that He

have a relationship is the Savior, since
with the Lord Jesus He became a man,
Christ. died for our sins &

« ‘Lord’ says He has rose from the dead.
authority, which is » ‘Christ’ says that He
both because of is the Messiah, who
who He is & what will come again to

He has done. reign & we with Him.
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He blessed us

» God the Father » That was in sharp
is credited with contrast to the Jews
blessing us with under the Law of
every spiritual Moses - all 613
blessing. statutes - in which

« Blessing us blessings were
was gracious, legal, conditional,
unconditional, merited & confined
unmerited & to certain places

complete. & people.
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In the heavenly places

* While the Jews * We in the body of
were blessed in Christ have been
the land of Israel blessed in spiritual
in physical ways if ways, completely,
they did everything unconditionally, in
right, according to the heavenly
the Law of Moses... places.

Our blessings are entirely gracious. All we did
was believe the gospel (that Christ, the Son of
God, died for our sins, was buried & rose again),
& God does everything else from there.




[image: image10.png]Ephesians 2:4-7
But God, being rich in mercy, because of
His great love with which He loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ ( by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with
Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages
to come He might show the surpassing riches
of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus.
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In Christ

» For seven letters & + And our being ‘in
one space, this is Christ’ is God’s
the most massive, accomplishment,
most overflowingly which is irreversible,
fantastic statement & of such amazing
about our blessings character that we
that the apostle could study it on
Paul could ever earth for all of our

possibly make. days & not be done.
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He chose us in Him
« The Father chose « The Bible does

us in Christ before not explain how His
God said, “Let there choosing us & our
be light”. believing in Christ

» The Father had gets worked out.
your identity in mind < The father in biblical
before the world times chose the
even existed, & bride for his son &
you were chosen that fits with the next

‘in Christ’. part of verse 4.



[image: image13.png]In the Bible, being
chosen & elect & predestined
means love

Deuteronomy 4.37

"Because He loved your fathers, therefore He
chose their descendants after them. And He
personally brought you from Egypt by His great
power,

Psalms 78:68

But chose the tribe of Judah,

Mount Zion which He loved.

See today’s supplement for more references
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Holy & blameless

* The choosing was * ‘Holy & blameless’

done in eternity is a set of words
past, but our being also found in
holy & blameless Ephesians 5:27 —
before Christ is set a passage on

for eternity future. marriage.

We will be presented before Christ holy & blame-
less as His bride (Ephesians 5:27), having been
conformed & transformed into His character
(Romans 8:28, 29; 2 Corinthians 3:18).
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In love He predestined us

» Sometimes when
we hear the word
‘predestined’ we
can become con-
cerned that our
every move &
every breath are
controlled by God’s
predestination.

But this particular
predestination is
in love.

That means it
comes from God’s
love for us, & not
that God puts His
control of us above
His care for us.



[image: image16.png]


[image: image17.png]


[image: image18.png]I'.:_phesians 1:4c-6

'\[ﬁ Key word in Ephesians 1:5

adoption as sons (KJV: adoption of children):
literally, son position

If there ever was a statement of our position
‘in Christ’, this is it! (see also Romans 8:15, 23;
Galatians 4.5)

By Roman law the adopted son had a position
beftter than the natural-born son:

A full heir, irreversible, the adopted son was
legally severed from any prior sonship (see
Ephesians 2:2; 5:6; Colossians 3:6).
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Augustus Caesar
(Emperor: 31 BC-14 AD),
an emperor who received

‘the adoption as sons’
(Ephesians 1:5)

Tiberius Caesar,
(Emperor: 14-37 AD), also
an emperor who received

‘the adoption as sons’

(Ephesians 1:5)

Adoption as sons

» Adoption as sons

was a new process
originated in Roman
law in order for a
Roman Emperor

to be assured of
having an heir

to the throne.
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The consequences of

adoption under Roman Law:

1) The adopted son
lost all rights in his
old family & gained
more rights than a
fully legitimate son,
in his new family.

2) He became

an heir to his new
father's estate, even
if other sons were
born afterwards.

3) The old life of

the adopted son was
completely wiped out,
so that the adopted
son was regarded as
a new person entering
into a new life.

4) The adopted
son was literally &
absolutely the son
of his new father
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Through Jesus Christ

* It was Christ’s » Christ pulled it off
death, burial & entirely, & this was
resurrection that all done through the
made the way for kind intention of the
our adoption as Father’s will with a
sons. specific care for you!

Some will point to this passage to make ‘hard’
statements about election & predestination &
choosing some to go to heaven & others to hell,
but the language here is about personal care!
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To the praise of

the glory of His grace
» The praise is due » Glory is the radiant
the Lord, which is essence of who
why we include God is, & grace is
praise in our an essential aspect
worship services. of who God is.

When it comes to grace, God has grace in
multiple massive magnitudes, as we’ll soon see,
& He wasn'’t & isn’t & won’t be skimpy about
giving grace to us who believe. Thankfulness
& praise are our only reasonable responses!
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Position to possession

» Since we believed, + And redemption

by God’s doing our includes every
spiritual position is believer’s
ever ‘in Christ’. forgiveness

« Also, since we first of trespasses.
believed, we have « We do not have to
redemption as a ask God to forgive
possession. us —we have it now!

From the overwhelming riches of the Father’s
grace, He lavishly gave that out to us!
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He, the Father, made known to us in the
Church, through the apostles and prophets, the
previously unrevealed mystery of His will,
according to His kind intention which He, the
Father, purposed in Christ 10 from the plan
and perspective of God’s administration of all
things, which we now know includes the
Church, toward the full completion and final
stage of the earthly times, that is, the summing
up and bringing into submission of all things in
Christ in the Millennial Kingdom, including all
the things in the heavens and things on the
earth.










Holly Hills Bible Church – The heavenly places in Christ – January 1, 2017
Ephesians 1:3-10 - Page 2 of 3

