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* Hebrews 12:1-2 * In 12 BC Herod the
was written against Great, ruler of Israel,
a background of provided substantial
athletic competition, financial support for
specifically running. the Olympics, paid

« The Olympicsbegan  for by taxing Jews.
in 776 BC, & later « Hebrews was written
on even involved to Jews living in the
a number of Jews, Gentile lands, where
in varying degrees. athletics was priority.
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Hebrews has a few markers

for the region of Ephesus

* Hebrews says » Paul had sent
Timothy was re- Timothy to Ephesus
leased from prison: to deal with the false

« Hebrews 13:23, teachers, & though
“Take notice that it is clear that he did
our brother Timothy ~ travel to other places,
has been released,  tradition says that
with whom, if he Timothy remained
comes soon, | mOStly in the Clty

will see you.” of Ephesus.
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Hebrews has a few markers
for the region of Ephesus

¢ The New Testament
books of Ephesians,
Hebrews & Revela-
tion all quote from a
version of the Greek
Old Testament that
was in use in the
region of Ephesus
(kaige-Theodotion).
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When?

¢ The author of the * Hebrews 7:14 says,
Book of Hebrews “For it is evident
wrote at a time that our Lord was
when he could descended from
make multiple Judah...”.
references to an « It could only be
ongoing temple evident if the
sacrificial systemin genealogical
the present tense — records remain-

ongoing atthe time. e in the temple.
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When?

» So since the * Hebrews also
Romans fought makes reference
against Jerusalem to Timothy being
& overcame the released from
city & the temple in prison, of which we
70 AD, Hebrews have no record in
must have been Acts or any other
written 68 AD or book, so that would

before. say 64 AD or after.
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Who?

* Commentators have made cases for the
writer of Hebrews being Paul, Apollos,
Barnabas, Luke, Peter, Jude, Stephen,
Silvanus (Silas), Epaphras (Epaphroditus),
Philip the Evangelist, Priscilla+, Mary the
mother of Jesus+, Clement of Rome,
Avristion, & others.

« + The masculine form of "to tell", which
refers to the writer in Hebrews 11:32,
rules out a female writer.
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Who?

* The author of * The author of
Hebrews had Hebrews had a
a vocabulary & familiarity with
writing style that nautical terms &
was unique among athletic training &
New Testament the inner workings
authors — unlike of the temple & the
Paul, but still quite sacrificial system
sophisticated. in Jerusalem.

Perhaps Barnabas the Levite from Cyprus?
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* Hebrews is written
to Jews who had
substantial Greek
influence, who lived
in or near a coastal
& harbor city, & a
number of whom
had made regular
pilgrimages to the
temple in Jerusalem.

While not certain,
Ephesus or likely a
nearby harbor city
is a good candidate
for the location that
the readers called
‘home’.

A harbor city would
also make for an
easier pilgrimage.
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* In February we e Christ & His works,
concluded a 100 which are all given
lesson series on to us entirely by
Law & Grace. grace, are superior

+ We could, however,  to & supersede all
call our exploration of the sacrificial
of this masterfully system under Moses
written Book of & everything that
Hebrews ‘Law was associated

& Grace Il'. with that system.
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* Hebrews 7:27, 9:12; <+ But the author of
& 10:10 emphasize Hebrews under-

the once for all scores the finality
nature of Christ’s of Christ’s work by
work on the cross, describing things in
which fits perfectly the perfect tense:
with Christ’s words, a completed past
“It is finished” in action with ongoing

John 19:30. permanent results.
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* We have a variety  + But the author of

of warnings in our Hebrews will be
modern world, &it giving us various
seems like we'’re warnings as well,
getting more & & those will all be
more of them. spiritual warnings.

We will see that though there are a number
of warnings in this book, the warnings are
not that someone might not get saved, nor
that they might lose the salvation they have!
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e Jesus, Christ, the
Son is referred to
by one or more of
those names in
every chapter of
Hebrews, & we
are given more
roles, titles &
qualities for
Christ as well.

* As we go, we're

going to find words
like better, more
& greater heavily
sprinkled through-
out the Book of
Hebrews — often
associated with
the Son, Jesus,

& Christ.
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* As we step ourway -+ As we step our way
through the Book of through the Book of
Hebrews, we'll be Hebrews, we'll be
seeingagain & again  asked to see Jesus
who Christ is & what (Hebrews 2:9) to

Christ has done & consider Jesus
what Christ is doing (Hebrews 3:1), to
& how all of those fix our eyes on
things are more, Jesus (Hebrews

better, & greater. 12:2), & more.
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* Hebrews was written
to Jews, at atime
when the sacrificial
system in Jerusalem
was still ongoing.

* Many Jews who had
become believers
in Christ were being
tempted to drift back
under Judaism.

« Hebrews has a ‘full

cargo’ of nautical
terms, & also makes
active use of athletic
terms, including the
ones used in today’s
passage: ‘and let us
run with endurance
the race that is set
before us...’.



