[image: image25.jpg]


[image: image2.png]Hebrews 4:8-16

Three main topics in this passage

* Verses 8-11 are the + Verses 12-13 speak
last verses that are of the piercing depth
directly addressing of the word of God
resting in the book & the penetrating
of Hebrews. insight of God.

Verses 14-16 are about Christ as our
great High Priest, & the practical &
gracious difference that makes.
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For the last time...

» The resting theme, + As before, it will be
which first began in essential to look at

chapter 3, will be what is different
completed in these between Israel's
Verses. resting & ours.

But with the completion of the resting

theme, we are also provided some
fresh & important insights as well.
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The Israelites compared &
contrasted with the Church

¢ The Israelites, who
were all baptized
into Moses (see 1
Corinthians 10:2),
were to enter the
land of Israel &
take it, & so rest
from their enemies,
but they refused &

wandered 40 years.

« We in the church,
who have all been
baptized into Christ
(Romans 6:3), are
all called to rest in
dependence upon
who we all are in
Christ & who Christ
is in each of us, &
to encourage that.
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There’s resting & then there’s resting

* The Israelites were  + We in the church are
discouraged from encouraged to enter
entering the land & God’s rest diligently
from entering God’s & daily, depending
rest from all of their upon who we are in
enemies in the land, Christ & who He is

so there was death in us, by the Spirit’'s
among them & no enabling, energizing
rest for 40 years, & empowering us

all from unbelief. to live life.
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Joshua, Jericho, & all the rest
were not the end of the rest

» Afterthe Israelites » But when King

wandered in the David wrote a few
wilderness for 40 centuries later,
years & all of the as the author

faithless generation of the book of
died off, Joshua led of Hebrews

the Israelites in pointed out in
conquering most verses 6-7, the
of the land of opportunity to

Canaan. rest remained.
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Israel’s best rest is yet to come

* |srael’s ultimate rest + This will all be
in the land will come done as God’s
when Christ returns, accomplishment
& us with Him, to through Christ,
rule as the King of Israel’s Messiah,
Israel over the land to whom we are
& people of Israel & now betrothed.

torule asthe King  « \We will be forever
of kings & Lord of the Bride of Christ &
lords over Gentiles. He our Bridegroom.
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What?! A Christian Sabbath?!

< As the author of

Hebrews pointed
outin Hebrews 4:4
& 5, God rested
on the 7t day, not
because He was
exhausted from six
days of creation,
but because His

work was complete.

» So ourresting is a

ceasing from our
own works, because
we are complete in
Christ (Colossians
2:10), &in relying
upon who we are

in Christ & who He
is in us we enter the
rest God intended.
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God will not be pleased

+ If we work really, « If we have others
really hard at trying hold us accountable
to live the life of a & press us to try all
Christian... the harder...

* If we redouble our  » Then God will not
efforts & promise to be pleased with us,

do all of the right because we didn’t
things & none of restinthe completed
the wrong things works of God in us

any more... & His life through us.



[image: image11.png]Hebrews 4:11

Are we there yet?

* In our eternal * Verse 11 tells us
position, we are that resting is not
forever in a state an accident, nor is
of spiritual rest. it incidental, nor

« But if we haven't does it arrive
entered God’s by surprise.
rest in our daily » Entering God’s rest
condition, then calls for diligent
we are not dependence

there yet. on our part.
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If | try hard to be a good Christian...

* While we are to » Trying really hard to
be diligent to enter live the Christian life
God'’s rest, we are will be disobedience
not called to try & shows a lack of
really hard to live faith in the truth that
the Christian life. God has revealed.

You may have heard people say something like,
“I tried Christianity & it didn’t work for me.”
But if they haven’t known Christ & known

resting they haven't tried Christianity!
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Rest, rest in Him

Your work is through

Lean back on His great pow’r
He’ll work through you

e
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The piercing depth of the word of God
& the penetrating insight of God

» Verse 12 speaks of
the active, living &
powerful impact of
the written word of
God, & that the
word of God, like
a sword, has the
ability to penetrate
to the depths of
our spiritual being.

* Verse 13 speaks

of the penetrating
insight that God
has into our hearts.

Nothing can be
hidden from God,
& what people
deny, ignore, or
neglect doesn’t
limit God’s insight.
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God has spiritual x-ray vision

» God’s knowledge ¢ God cares, & knows

of our hearts is total. what we all needed,
¢ There are no hidden even before He said,

p|aces7 no obscure “Letthere be ||ght L

features, nor are < And He knows our

there any mysteries. hearts & our needs

« But what this point on into the days &
also tells us is that years to come, up
God does care to the day He calls

about our hearts. us all home.
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The Lord looks from heaven;
He sees all the sons of men;
From His dwelling place He looks out
On all the inhabitants of the earth,
He who fashions the hearts of them all,
He who understands all their works.

The Father searches hearts in Romans 8:27
...He who searches the hearts...

Christ speaking in Revelation 2:23
... am He who searches the minds and hearts...
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Our High Priest

* Verse 14 is about * Verse 16 is about

Christ, our High the access we have
Priest, in the to the throne of
heavenlies. grace, because of
* \Verse 15 is about our ngh Priestwho
Christ, our High was on earth & is
Priest, while He now there in the
was here on heavenlies, forour

the earth. present benefit.
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Our High Priest in the heavenlies

* In the Jewish » ButJesusis not just
system, the high a High Priest, but a
priests rotated great High Priest.
among the leading < He has been here,
Sadducees, who but is there in the
didn’t believe they heavenlies minister-
would go to heaven mg for us a|WayS,

— ever, even after having been Himself
they died. the sacrifice for sin.

In view of these truths, we are called to ‘guide our
ship carefully’ through the teachings we hold to.
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We have a High Priest
who has ‘been there’

< Since Christ did not
serve as High Priest
in the heavenlies
until He first came
to earth & was
exposed in a
human body to
the temptations
that are common
tous all...

We have a High
Priest who is able to
sympathize with us.

But while we human
beings have a saying,
“Been there, done
that!”, Christ can
only say, “Been
there!”, because

He didn’t sin.
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Confident access

* In ancient times * We, however,
approaching the having been
throne had to be introduced to
done only under the Father by
certain conditions, Christ the Son,
with an introducer S0 we can with
to the king or it confidence
would mean death approach the
for sure - & quickly! throne of grace.

| Not only can we, but we're called to it! |
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Receive mercy, find grace
— you’re going to need it!
» S0, does drawing * |s drawing near to

near to the throne the throne of grace
of grace have a really just optional,
real relevance? or for some of us?

There are lots of reasons for drawing
near to the throne of grace, but what this

passage is telling us is that it is at the
throne of grace where we receive mercy
& we find grace, & we’re going to need it!
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Nautical Terms in the Book of Hebrews (July 12, 2013 update):

Hebrews 2:1

For this reason we must pay much closer attention (prosecho = to fasten an anchor) to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away (pararrhueo = slip past the harbor) from it.  

Hebrews 3:6

but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house-- whose house we are, if we hold fast (katecho, as in Acts 27:40) our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end. 

Hebrews 3:14

For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast (katecho, as in Acts 27:40 and Hebrews 10:23) the beginning of our assurance firm until the end,

Hebrews 4:14

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast (krateo; the related word perikrateis is used in Acts 27:16 for “running under” as in guiding a ship carefully around) our confession.

Hebrews 6:19-20

This hope we have as an anchor (angkuros, as in Acts 27:29,30 & 40) of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast (bebaios; see also Hebrews 3:6 & 3:14) and one which enters within the veil, 20 where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.

Hebrews 10:23

Let us hold fast (katecho, as in Acts 27:40 and Hebrews 3:14) the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful…
Hebrews 10:35

Therefore, do not throw away (apoballo = away + throw = throw something overboard; similar to ekbolen in Acts 27:18) your confidence, which has a great reward. 
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A fine tapestry

* The whole book of  « Jesus is the Son
Hebrews is like a for most of chapters
fine tapestry that 1-10, & the High
has themes woven Priest for most of
through it that all chapters 2-9.
surface, but for « Angels are only in
varying durations, chapters 1,2, 12& 13,
with some unique but resting only in
undertones as well. chapters 3 & 4.

Seeing Christ & looking unto Jesus are in 2 & 12.



Hebrews 11:7

By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark (kibotos) for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

Hebrews 13:9

Do not be carried away (paraphero) by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those who were so occupied were not benefited. 

Hebrews 13:20

Now the God of peace, who brought up from (anago ek = loosed from the moorings, so as to set sail; anago is used in Acts 27:2, 4, 12 & 21) the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord…
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