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Eat the bread first?
¢ So Hebrews 5:11 ¢ Hebrews 5:12 & 13

tells them where tells them how to
theyare, &it’s not get from the really
a pretty picture. terrible spiritually

« But Hebrews 5:14 retrogressive state
tells them where they’re in now to

they oughtto be, & the place where

the picture couldn’t  they ought to be,
look any better. spiritually speaking.

We’'ll look at Hebrews 5:11 & 14 today,
then Hebrews 5:12 & 13 next Sunday.
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Hebrews 5:11-14

Concerning whom we have much to say r
and it is hard to explain, since you have
become dull of hearing.

12 For though by this time you ought to be
teachers, you have need again for someone
to teach youthe elementary principles of the
oracles of God, and you have come to need
milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who
partakes only of milk is not accustomed to
the word of righteousness, forheis an infant.
14 But solid food is for the mature,

who because of practice have their senses
trained to discern good and evil. Q
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The five senses in the physical realm
have an ‘analog’ in the spiritual realm:

Hebrews 2:9; Heb. 12:2[11:10, 26, 27]
“‘we see Him”; “looking unto Jesus”

Hebrews 5:11-14, [3:7,15; 4:7]
“dull of hearing...”

Hebrews 6:4, 5 [2:9]
“tasted of the heavenly gift...
tasted the good word of God”

2 Corinthians 2:14-16
“the sweet aroma
of the knowledge of Him”

Ephesians 4:19,
“being past feeling”
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Grow in the grace & knowledge
of the Lord Jesus Christ

« ltis God’s desire &

intent that believers
grow in the grace &
knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ,
& that an essential
agent in that growth
be the word of God
(1 Peter 2.2 &

2 Peter 3:18).

» Being conformed &

transformed into the
image of Christ &
growing & maturing,
given the position
we have in Christ &
He in us, ought to
be the outcome —
but it can fail to
happen in us.
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You ought to be teachers by now, but
you’ll have to get back in your crib!

» The original readers
of Hebrews had
been taught quite

a bit, so they hadn’t
lacked anyteaching,
but they had actively
been dull of hearing
(Hebrews 5:11,12).

» The result of having

actively pursued the
dullness of hearing
- not taking in the
teaching - was to
put them back in
need of spiritual
milk — again.
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Elementary principles

* The words that * Well... just how
are translated elementary are we
as, ‘elementary talking about here?
principles’ mean, + The author tells us:
literally, ‘elements milk & not solid food
of the beginning’. kind of elementary!

These believers ought to be teachers by
now, considering all of what they have
been taught & the time that has passed.
But spiritually they are just infants!
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‘Oracles of God’

¢ The author of the ¢ In Hebrews 4:12
book of Hebrews & 13:7 the Bible is
has referred to the ‘the word of God'.
Bible as the oracles « |nHebrews 4:12the
of God, &the word  Biple is said to be
of righteousness in sharper than any
this passage. two-edged sword.

But in Hebrews 5:12,13 the Bible is
spiritual food, which is milk forinfants
& solid food for the youth & the mature.
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Coming to our senses

* What we presented + Ephesians 1:18 &
last week is that the 19 convey that the

word of God is an spiritual senses are
essential agent in turned on when we
the spiritual growth believe, but the full
& maturity of every use of the senses
believer, & the word comes only through
of God is needed spiritual maturity &
for the full use of that must happen

the spiritual senses. through God’s word.
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Can one suffer
from spiritual malnutrition?

* |s it possible » Andcan a believer
for a person to be or whole families
malnourished in the suffer from poor
physical realm from spiritual nutrition,

1) lack of food, 2) either from quality
poor quality of food, or quantity issues,
or 3) not the right or from the wrong
food for the stage food for the level
of maturity? of maturity?

Yes! Most of Christendom has this problem!
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Immaturity & retrogression

» Spiritual immaturity
goes along with
only tolerating milk
from God’s word.

» Staying spiritually
immature or retro-
gression back into
spiritual immaturity
can happen by our

neglect or by intent.

* |t can happen to
us because our
spiritual diet is
inadequate as to
quantity, quality
or from not having
the right kind of
food for the level
of maturity of the
believer.
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Lacking in the spiritual senses

» To develop the
spiritual senses
that are turned on’
by God when we
believe, the word
of God as food has
to be consumed in
adequate quantity
& quality, &fitting to

the level of maturity.

* Whether by neglect

or intent, believers
can have spiritual
senses that are
nonfunctional,
even though it

is not at all what
God intends for
believers — God
wants full function.
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Fully functional spiritual senses

» Fully functional » The word of God
spiritual senses must be taken in
come as a result regularly as the
of taking in the spiritual food that
word of God as it is, in quantity,
an essential part quality & befitting
of growing toward the level of maturity
spiritual maturity. of the believer.

One of the ways that maturity will show
itself is in spiritual & moral discernment!
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A parenting principle

e Children, of course, <+ Hebrews5:11-14

are born as infants, provides a key

& their parents want insight into the

them to grow up in development of
various ways that spiritual senses
lead to maturity & to toward spiritual
function as adults. maturity.

So developing the spiritual senses of
our children toward full function requires a
good spiritual diet at each stage of growth!
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And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets,
and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and
eachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work
of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of
Christ. 14 As a result, we are no longer to be children,
ossed here and there by waves and carried about by
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by
craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the
ruth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him
who is the head, even Christ, 16 from whom the whole
body, being fitted and held together by what every

joint supplies, according to the proper working of

each individual part, causes the growth of the

body for the building up of itself in love.
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Concerning whom [Christ as the High Priest,
according to the order Melchizedek] we have
much to say, and it is difficult to explain to you,
since you have actively become dull of hearing
as a fixed and retrogressive spiritual condition.
12 For though by this time, given the amount
of teaching that you have had, you ought to be
fully taught and trained enough to be teachers,
you have need again for someone toteachyou
the elementary principles of the oracles of God
— the Bible. You have retrogressed in your
spiritual development to the point that you have
come to need the spiritual equivalent of milk
and not the spiritual equivalent of solid food.
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For everyone among you in the body of Christ
who partakes only of the spiritual equivalent

of milk is not accustomed to the word of right-
eousness —the Bible, for he is a spiritual infant.
14 But solid spiritual food, which is substantial
spiritual content from the written word of God,
is for the spiritually mature, who, because of
consistent practice in understanding the truth
of the word of God and rightly applying it to life,
have their spiritual senses completely trained
by guidance and discipline to discern and
judge between what is spiritually and morally
good and what is spiritually and morally evil.
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