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Therefore, having put away the beginning
word of the Messiah, we are to be carried
along to maturity, not laying again for ourselves
a foundation of repentance from dead works,
such as the Levitical sacrifices or the effort of
Christians, and of the need for faith toward God
rather than things or works, 2 of instruction
about all of the ritual washings and baptisms
and laying of hands on the scapegoat or even
among Christians, and the resurrection of the
dead and eternal judgment as is made known
in the Old & New Testaments. 3 And this we
will do—we will be carried along as God permits
and provides, but we won’t do it on our own.
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There is controversy about
this passage... & the next one, too ©

» There arethose * Then there are
who see this those who see
passage as these verses
referring to asreferringto
elements of elementary
Old Testament Christian
ritual &teaching. teachings.

But the evidence says that the
believers this letter was written to
were having both problems at once!
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The readers of this letter have become
spiritually immature — even retrogressive
» For many of us the  « But spiritually, our

idea of becoming becoming mature
younger might be is being conformed
an attractive idea, & transformed into
at least in theory. the image of Christ.

So, spiritually speaking, becoming younger
means becoming /ess like Christ, & that can’t

possibly be a good thing. So the spiritual
retrogression of the believers that this letter
is written to is a serious spiritual problem!
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And He gave some as apostles, and some
as prophets, and some as evangelists, and
some as pastors and teachers, 12forthe non-
equipping of the saints for the lack of service,
to the degradation of the body of Christ; 13
until we all attain to the disunity of the faith,
and of the ignorance of the Son of God, to

a mere infant, to the measure of the stature
which belongs to the exclusion of Christ. 14
As a result, we are to be spiritually immature,
tossed here and there by waves and carried
about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery
of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming.
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The beginning word of the Messiah

» This is the spiritual  + In addition to that,

milk — certainly the these believers
spiritual food that were tempted to
is needed at the slip back into the
beginning of the rituals of the
Christian life. Law of Moses.

But why should anyone settle for some-
thing that only points to Christ, when
they can have... Christ Himself!
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Carried along to maturity

» Staying immature » Growing toward

can be done all maturity is God’s
by oneself — that’s intended process
exactly what the for all believers,
first readers of but while it requires
Hebrews had a continuous act of
done to them- will (2 Peter 3:18)
selves, having nobody matures by
made themselves their own self-effort

‘hard of hearing’. — God does it.



[image: image8.png]Hebrews 6:1

Not laying again
for ourselves a foundation

» Puttingin a physical

foundation is not
something one
takes lightly.

 It’'s alot of work,
& is areally big
investment of
time & money, but
it's worthwhile if

it’s done just once.

» Just like redoing a

physicalfoundation
is not something
one wants to do,
redoing a spiritual
foundation is also
not something one
wants to do, either
— this time will the
foundation ‘stick’?
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Repentance from dead works

* Repentance is a
changing of one’s
mind.

+ It is not feeling
really, really bad
about something
you did or didn’t
do, nor making a
promise never to
do it again—again!

« Dead works are

works that do not
originate from the
life of Christ within
us, so rather than
originating from
faith in Christ &

His life within, it is
my own self effort —
the works are dead.
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Faith toward God

« What God desires ¢ In Galatians 3:12
is that we place our Paul wrote, “the

faith & confidence Law is not of faith”.
in Him. « So a person can
» But a great deal of live by the Law or

religious activity can  live by faith, but
place our faith & our  nobody will do both
focus elsewhere. of those things.

Faith towards God is the only way to be
saved & the only way to walk in fellowship.
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Ritual washings & baptisms
* Exodus 30:19-21&  + Butin the New

Leviticus 16:4, 24 Testament, there
spell out some of was the baptism of
the washings that John the Baptist &
were required of a baptism of Jesus
the Jews. (Matthew 3:7-17).

But beginning in Acts chapter 2 we have
the baptism of church age believers,
signifying our baptism into Christ
& raised to newness of life.
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Laying on of hands

» Laying on of hands + But laying on of

was done in the hands was done in
Law of Moses to the gospels when
a slaughtered Jesus blessed the
animal orto a children (Matthew
live animal 19:15), & by the
(Leviticus 1:4; church’s apostles
3:2;16:21). (Acts 8:17; 19:6).

Then there was initiation of ministry &
assignment (Acts 13:3 & 1 Timothy 5:22).




[image: image14.png]Hebrews 6:2 Job 19:25-27; Psalm 17:15; Daniel 12:2;

. Isaiah 26:19
Resurrection of
the dead & eternal judgments

» There is not just » Both the Old

one single & final Testament & the
resurrection of the New Testament
dead, nor is there give details on
one single & final the various
judgment of every- resurrections
one at once. & judgments.

The resurrections & judgments are
complex because of the different people
groups & the different dispensations.
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This we will do:
we will be carried along

» Though there is a * ‘We will be carried
part for us to play along to maturity’
in our own spiritual says that we will
growth, it is not any- cooperate with
thing that we can or God’s maturing
ever were intended process rather
topulloffonourown.  than fighting it.

Ultimate maturity — complete conformity
to the image of Christ will take place
when we see the Lord face to face.
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And we know that God causes all things to
work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are called according to His
purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew,

He also predestined to become conformed

to the image of His Son...

1 John 3:2

Beloved, now we are children of God, and it
has not appeared as yet what we will be. We
know that when He appears, we will be like
Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
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