[image: image1.png]As we come to this passage,
keep in mind that...

» The believers this » They could only

letter is written to tolerate spiritual
had become dull milk — they were
of hearing on spiritual infants.
purpose! + They had retro-
» Though they had gressed to the
been taught the point that their
word to the extent spiritual decline
they ought to have was approaching

been teachers... irreversibility.



[image: image2.png]What is ahead if they decline further

* S0 Hebrews 6:4-8 is + They will not lose

a warning to these their salvation, but
believers about they will not be
what is ahead enjoying any of

if they were to the benefits of
continue their their salvation,
decline. either.

They will become fully spiritually sidetracked
by temple sacrifices & spiritual deafness.



[image: image3.png]Hebrews 6:4-8

This is a controversial passage!

» 1stview: » 2M yview:
The people The people
this passage is this passage is
talking about are talking about are
unbelievers, only believers, but who
professing to be lose their salvation,
real Christians. having ‘fallen away’.

3rd view: The people this passage
is talking about are believers, but the
passage is presenting an impossibility.




[image: image4.png]Hebrews 6:4-8

1st view: They never had it to lose

* Those who hold * But as we will
to this view believe see, the words
the people never ‘enlightened’,
were saved, either ‘tasted’ &
because they got ‘partakers’ are
pretty close to words that are
believing but never used in Hebrews
really did, or they & elsewhere only
just professed of those who

to believe. believe.
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2"d view: They lost it!
« Those who hold this <+ But the Bible

view believe the teaches that
people were saved, salvation cannot
but have lost their be lost.
salvation - they've  « Wwe will spend
fallen away. next Sunday

+ If the is the case summarizing
this verse says the biblical case
they’ve lost their that salvation is

salvation forever. absolutely secure.
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3rd view: Impossible!

» These are believers, -+ “...itis impossible

but renewing them to renew them again
to repentance from to repentance, since
their dead works they again crucify to
once more is im- themselves the Son
possible, since they of God and put Him
have retrogressed. to open shame...”

For Christ to be crucified again
is not remotely possible, either.
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And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to
those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelieving, that they might not see the light+
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God. 5 For we do not preach our-
selves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves
as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For
God, who said, "Light shall shine out of dark-
ness," is the One who has shone in our hearts

to give the light+ of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Christ.

+ Of the same word family as ‘enlightened’
in Hebrews 6:4
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But remember the former days, when, after
being enlightened+, you endured a great
conflict of sufferings...

+ enlightened: The same word as in Hebrews
6:4 & in the exact same verb form. These are
real believers here in Hebrews 10:32, as in
Hebrews 6:4. Being ‘enlightened’ has to do
with the turning on of spiritual senses among
those who believe (Ephesians 1:18, 19), .
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Hebrews 3:1

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a
heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle
and High Priest of our confession...

Hebrews 3:14
For we have become partakers of Christ...

Hebrews 6:4

For in the case of those who have once been
enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly
gift and have been made partakers of the
Holy Spirit...
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Once

¢ The Greek word
that is translated
‘once’ in Hebrews
6:4 is used there
for the first time
in Hebrews, but
is used again in
Hebrews 7:27; 9:7,

12,26,27,28;10:2,

10;12:26, 27.

¢ This Greek word

[hapax] means
an action done
once with finality,
& effective from
then on.

For example, in
Hebrews 10:10,
“..we have been
sanctified [perfect
tense] through the
offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once
for all [hapax].”
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Already dull of hearing...

* These believers
were already dull of
hearing, spiritually
speaking, & though
they had been
under enough
teaching that they
ought to have been
capable of teaching
themselves...

They had gone back
—had retrogressed —
to a place in which
they could only
tolerate biblical
basics, that is,
spiritual milk.

So Hebrews 6:4-8
comes with a
warning...
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A possible scenario

* Hebrews 6:4-6 » They have repented
describes a worst of their dead works
case scenario for (Hebrews 6:1), but
the believers this are now at a point

letter was written to. of considering...

A return to the dead works! Going back
to the Jewish sacrificial system that they

had previously repented of would put
them in a very bad place spiritually.
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A possible scenario, with
hypothetical implications

« So if these believers ¢ Forthese believers

were to go back to
the Jewish temple
sacrificial system,
that would say that
Christ, God’s Lamb,
was not the final
sacrifice, but that
He would have to
die all over again.

to repent of their
dead works again,
afterrepenting of their
dead works would
be... impossible!

For Christ to die all
over again would
be, of course,
impossible!
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For in the case of those who. ..
have once been enl|ghtened and
have tasted of the heavenly gift and
have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and
have tasted the good word of God and
the powers of the age to come, 6 and then
have fallen away,

it is impossible to renew them again to repentance,
since they again

crucify to themselves the Son of God and

put Him to open shame. 7

For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it.. .,

and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose
sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God; 8

but if it yields thorns and thistles,............................
it is worthless and close to being cursed,
and it ends up being burned.

Notes:

real believers
given spiritual sight
salvation by grace
sharers in the Spirit
spiritually well-fed
Messiah’s age
gone off the path

Repent of dead works
those, them, they
Christ’s death

was not final

positive agricultural
analogy

negative agricultural
analogy
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hearing

tasting

smelling

feeling

The five senses in the physical realm
have an ‘analog’ in the spiritual realm:

Hebrews 2:9; Heb. 12:2[11:10, 26, 27]
“‘we see Him”; “looking unto Jesus”

Hebrews 5:11-14, [3:7,15; 4:7]
“dull of hearing...”

Hebrews 6:4, 5 [2:9]
“tasted of the heavenly gift...
tasted the good word of God”

2 Corinthians 2:14-16
“the sweet aroma
of the knowledge of Him”

Ephesians 4:19,
“being past feeling”



[image: image19.png]The right food for the level of maturity

-

brephos nepios paidion teleios

newborn infant youth mature
1 Pet. 2:2 1 Cor. 14:20
1 John 2:13

1 Cor. 3:1 1 Cor. 14:20

Eph. 4:14 Eph. 4:13

Heb.5:12,13 Heb. 5:14

+—milk——+«— meat, solid food——
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[image: image22.png]“this present evil age... the one to come”

The Millennium

Creation Fall Christ's
1St 2nd
coming coming

<—This present evil age—><+The age to come—>

Matthew 12:32, “...in this age or in the age to come.”

Ephesians 1:21, “...in this age but also in the one to come.”
Galatians 1:4, “...this present evil age...”
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According to the grace of God which was given to
me, like a wise master builder | laid a foundation,
and another is building on it. But each man must be
careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay

a foundation other than the one which is laid, which
is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, straw, 13 each man's work will become evident;
for the day will show it because it is to be revealed
with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each
man's work. 14 If any man's work which he has built
on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15 If any
man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but

he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
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What's the ‘take home’?

* The normal » Getting & taking in
Christian life is spiritual food of the
on a growth path. right quality, quantity

« Stagnation risks & appropriate for the
spiritual decline, age & stage of the
which is serious, believer is critical.

& full decline is * This is critical for
dangerous. parents to consider.

A little legalism or reliance on
ritual goes a long way — down.
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