[image: image1.png]Today’s sermon title © :

Once a believer is saved, is that person always
saved from then on out, or can he lose that
salvation by his own doing, moral failure,
termination of belief, or by his own negligence,
or by any action by God or others to remove
him from that place of being saved?



[image: image2.png]What is the gospel?
How is a person saved?

» Though there are In order for a person
close to 200 places to be saved, they
in the Bible that say must believe that:

that salvationis by  « Christ, the Son of

faith, one place God, died for our
where the message sins.

of salvation is clear

h s « He was buried.
is in 1 Corinthians .
15:3. 4. * He rose again.



[image: image3.png]Here’s how we’ll
approach the question

« We'll read the Bible.

* We'll look at several
different approach-
es to answering our
question, looking at
the grammar & the
vocabulary in the
Bible verses that
we will examine.

We’'ll see explicit

statements about
whether salvation
can be lost or not.

We’'ll look at many
of the identification
truth passages &
see if those are
ever reversed.



[image: image4.png]Not the slightest chance

» There are a pair of
words in the New
Testament, ou me,
that mean literally
‘not not’, but carry
the meaning ‘not
the slightest chance’
or ‘absolutely not’.



[image: image5.png]John 10:28, 29 expanded and explained

Jesus is therefore saying that eternal life is
something He gives constantly to His sheep,
and that there is not even the slightest chance
that they can lose that eternal life so as to
perish in hell, even of their own doing, and no
other outside entity can remove those sheep,
those to whom He constantly gives life, from
His hand. The saving work of Jesus Christ is
therefore continually giving us eternal life that
cannot be lost of our own doing, nor by that of
another. Verse 29 even takes that one step
further, with Christ saying that His sheep were
given to Him by the Father, and they cannot
be taken out of the Father’s hand either.
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Make sure that your character is free from

the love of money, being content with what
you have; for He Himself has said, "l will never
[ou me] desert you, nor fou me] will | ever

forsake you,"

In the above verse, the same word pair that is

in John 10:28 (ou me), shows up twice, as ifto
tell us, there is not even the slightest chance &
not even remotely that He will ever leave us or
forsake us. Itis a double emphatic negation.
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[image: image9.png]God has done it...
in the perfect tense

* The perfect tense
in Greek means,
“A completed past
action with ongoing
results on into the
future, implying
permanence, unless
the context says
otherwise.”



[image: image10.png]1 Corinthians 1:2
(see also Acts 28:18 & Hebrews 10:10)

To the church of God which is at Corinth,

to those who have been sanctified [perfect
tense] in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with
all who in every place call on the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:

This was a church that was fleshly, guilty
of tolerating sins that not even the pagans
approved of, & some had sinned so badly
that they died. But Paul wrote that they
were sanctified - set apart and made holy —
in their eternal position, in the perfect tense.




[image: image11.png]Ephesians 2:4-9
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us, 5 even when
we were dead in our transgressions, made us
alive together with Christ (by grace you have
been saved [perfect tense]), 6 and raised us
up with Him, and seated us with Him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in
the ages to come He might show the surpass-
ing riches of His grace in kindness toward us
in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been
saved [perfect tense] through faith; and that not
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a
result of works, so that no one may boast.



[image: image12.png]Our position ‘in Christ’

» The New Testament + The book of
letters, mostly of the  Ephesians says

apostle Paul, say that believers are
that the believer ‘in Christ’ (or similar)
is ‘in Christ.’ 36 times!

* In Christ (1:3, 7, 10)

* In Him (1:4, 9, 10, 13) For

* In the Beloved (1:6) example

* In Whom (2:21, 22; 3:12)




[image: image13.png]Identification truth synonyms

In - being placed entirely in, so as to share
an identity

With or Joined - intimately joined in action
& consequence

Together with — as above, with ‘together’
underscoring the same identity & action

United with — ‘united’ implies a oneness,
S0 a spiritual oneness is communicated

Baptized into — ‘baptized’ means to be
immersed or entirely placed into, so as
to be permanently changed by that
immersion or entire placement



[image: image14.png]Crucified

» Every person who » The Old Man (all
has believed or will of who we were in
believe, from Acts 2 Adam) of each one
to the Rapture, was of us who believe

there with Christ was crucified there
at His crucifixion, that day (Romans
being crucified 6:1-10; Galatians
with Him. 2:19, 20).

Romans 7:4-6; Colossians 2:20; 3:9




[image: image15.png]In Adam
Before faith in Christ

In Christ
After faith in Christ

Separated from:
Christ

Joined to:
The Sin Nature

Principle of Law

The World

Joined to:
Christ
(Romans 7:4)
Separated from:
The Sin Nature
(Romans 6:6,7,10)
Principle of Law
(Romans 7:1-6)
The World
(Galatians 6:14)
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» Christ being buried + Romans 6:4 &
is the full assurance Colossians 2:12
that Christ’s death both have it that

actually took place. Christ’s burial - &
» This death was no that confirms His
fainting, swooning death—means we
or simple coma were buried with
phenomenon: Christ in baptism

into His real &

+ Jesus Christ actual death.

actually died.
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« If Christ had not e But Christ was

been raised, His raised from the
death & His burial dead, & that one
would have been resurrection has
of no effect (see 1 changed all of
Corinthians 15:17). forever for us.

Ephesians 2:4-6, “But God, being rich in mercy,
because of His great love with which He loved
us, 5 even when we were dead in our trans-
gressions, made us alive together with Christ
(by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised
us up with Him...”
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» The ascension of * The meaning of His

Christ is recorded ascension is given
in Luke 24:50, 51 in Ephesians 4:8-10,
& Acts 1:2, 9-11. quoting Psalm 68:18.

The ascension of Christ, & our having
ascended with Him, takes us spiritually

from here on earth to the heavenlies.
This is a momentous spiritual relocation
— it changes everything!
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* Having ascended, * We were seated

Christ was seated with Christ, where
at the right hand we are blessed, &
of God the Father where we have our
(Psalm 110:1, the citizenship, where
most quoted Old we who believe
Testament verse have our blessings
in all of the New from the Father, &
Testament). a heavenly calling.

Ephesians 1:3, 2:6; Philippians 3:20;
Colossians 3:1-4; Hebrews 1:13; 3:1




[image: image20.png]Absolutely no ‘un-’

There is no Bible
passage that states
or threatens that a
believer is removed
from being in Christ
or with Christ, etc.

¢ The ‘identification

truths’ regarding us
believers are entirely
one way as to our
eternal position in
Christ: we’re in.

No believer receives or is threatened with being
unseated with Christ, uncrucified, unburied -
nobody. ‘I have been crucified with Christ...”
in Galatians 2:20 is a perfect tense verb. It’s
permanent. It's a done deal. No ‘undo icon’!



[image: image21.png]The Holy Spirit
» The Holy Spirit has + He is the seal &

almost two dozen pledge of believers
ministries among (2 Corinthians 1:22;
believers. Some Ephesians 1:13;
are positional: 4:30).

» He places believers < Isthere any passage
in the body of Christ  which reverses or
(1 Corinthians 12:13).  even threatens to

« He indwells each & reverse any ofthese
all believers in Christ ~ truths about the
(1 Corinthians 3:16;  Holy Spirit?
6:19). + No —none.



[image: image22.png]Something we’ve not addressed

* What we haven’t » We won’t go
addressed are the through those
various passages in detail, but will
that are typically summarize: the
pointed out as issue in those
supporting loss passages is often
of salvation. loss of reward, &...

While a believer’s eternal position is

never at issue, the consequences of
chronic sin can be intense & severe.




[image: image23.png]Biblical Crowns & Rewards

Five Crowns™:

* Victor's Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

* Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

» Rapture Lover's Crown: 2 Timothy 4.8

» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4

¢ Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:

» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14
» Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
« Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor's crown in athletic competition



[image: image24.png]Eternal Position / Earthly Condition

» Our eternal position + Atissue each

in Christ is totally moment is our
secure because walk with Christ.
God did it all: « As we walk in

< 1 Corinthians 1:30, fellowship with Him,
“But by His doing beholding Christ
you are in Christ through the word,
Jesus...” we grow in grace.

Earthly condition: There is so much to be gained
by a walk of fellowship with Christ, that not
walking in fellowship is a huge loss.
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