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Why the warning?

» The readers of this  + All they could
letter were said to tolerate was
be intentionally ‘spiritual milk’
dull of hearing, —they were
spiritually speaking. spiritually

« Even though they infantile.
had been taught * Thoughtheyhad
such that they repented of the
ought to be dead works, they

teachers... were ready to return.
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Here’s what's next?

» So the author of * He tells them that
Hebrews tells these could get to a point
believers, who had where they could
been through a not turn around,
spiritual decline, spiritually speaking.
where they could  « From that point the
be headed if they spiritual outiook on
didn’t stop their planet earth looks
Splrltual decline & to be pretty gnm

start growing again.
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Go back — you are
going the wrong way!

* Now the author of ¢ He has written a

Hebrews does not warning about
want to leave these where these
believers hopeless. believers could

« While he’s given be headed, so
them a pretty harsh that they would
assessment, & he respond, & not end
has warned them up sinking so low —
of a hope|ess to the pOInt of no

possibility... spiritual return.
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Better
» Sothe assessment + And part of the
that we saw before, hopeful outlook
in Hebrews 5:11-14, is what these
& the warnings in believers have

Hebrews 6:4-8 were been & are doing.
intended to help » They had not
these believers been doing

have a better everything
spiritual future. wrong.
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But, beloved...

¢ The author used the
word, ‘beloved’ with
these saints, & as
we might guess, the
word is based on
the agape kind of
love — a love that
comes from God
& that also loves
unconditionally.

These believers are
loved, both by God
& by the one who is
writing this letter.

It is important that
these believers
know that they
are loved without
any conditions or
anything in return.
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We

* The author writes * ltis that last use
‘we’ repeatedly in of ‘we’ that is in
Hebrews, some- verse 9 — a group
times referring to of leaders or elders
what is true of all of which the author
believers, & some- is part.
times referring to « ‘I'is not used of the
the author as part author until the last

of a group of church  chapter of Hebrews,
leaders or elders. chapter 13.
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Better things

+ Starting with the * While the author
first chapter, this has given these
letter of Hebrews believers a harsh
has been about assessment & a
‘more’ & ‘better’, sternwarning, he
& once each it is convinced of
has ‘much more’ better things
& ‘much better’. about them.

In order for these believers to see & seek ‘better’
the author warns & encourages them towards it.
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It's not mini-micro-salvation,
it's mega-macro-salvation!

» Thethingsrelatingto + No, instead it is
salvation in verse 9 everything about

are not just the our salvation, in
salvation from the past, present
believing the & future, on into
simple gospel, eternity, including
as wonderful & what God has
essential as that is. done & is doing...

...and what God will do in the future.
The author will write about these things.



[image: image9.png]What is the gospel?
How is a person saved?

» Though there are In order for a person
close to 200 places to be saved, he must
in the Bible that say believe that:

that salvationis by  « Christ, the Son of

faith, one place God, died for our
where the message sins.

of salvation is clear

h s « He was buried.
is in 1 Corinthians .
15:3. 4. * He rose again.
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In this way

¢ The author desired, < Butinstead the
alongwiththe others  author first had to
inleadership,tohave  give them a harsh
these believers see assessment & a

a return to temple serious warning.
sacrifices as a « “So, “...though
return to the dead we are speaking
works they had in this way...” is
repented of about the warning

long ago. & harsh assessment.
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For God

» Though our human + For the believer
relationships matter walking in fellow-
a great deal, there ship with Him, God

is nothing that will is our starting point,
matter more than & our orientation to
relationship with everything else in
God, & His own own lives, the lives
character, what of others, in our own
He says & what families, & in the life

He does. of the church.
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Not unjust so as to forget

* This set of words * |t could have been
is stating things stated positively as
backwards, as a well: “...God is
figure of speech just, so that He
known as litotes. remembers...”.

This set of words tells us about two
of the attributes of God: God is infinitely

& perfectly just, & God is all-knowing,
so He is neither ignorant nor forgetful.
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God considers

» “your work and...” * These believers

« “the love whichyou ~ hadn'tjust sat on

have shown toward their hands, & he
His name...” does not accuse

« “in having minister- them of gross &

ed and...” (past) 0F_>e_n sir?_
- “in still ministering ~ * Ministering to the

to the saints.” (now) ts:\:vr;(fdsngwr?ala\/ee.

| ‘God’s name’ is about Him & who He is. |
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And we desire...

* Here is the ¢ The desire, or
‘we’ word again, will of these leaders
showing that the for which the author
author of this letter of Hebrews writes is
is writing on behalf expressing the will

of a group of church of God in the lives
leaders, or perhaps of these Jewish
elders of the church believers

in Jerusalem. in Christ.
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Each one of you

* What this part of
that exhortation
shows is that the
diligence in the
things that these
believers were
doing was not
‘across the board’
— some were more

diligent than others.

+ Diligence in the

things that God
has called us to
is a good thing.

* |t is important to be

diligent in the things
that matter the most
& that ought to be
done again & again

- consistently.
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Full assurance of hope

» Hope is different » But believers at
for believers than least ought to have
it is for unbelievers. a full assurance of

« Unbelievers will hope — a hope that
typ|ca||y operate is certain & fixed
on an ‘l hope so’ & totally eXpeCted,
kind of hope — not depending on
hoping for a earthly probabilities
‘better’ outcome, & all of the ‘I hope

as a possibility. so’ possibilities.
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Until the end
* This endis before * Butthe end of this
the beginning ©. present life marks
« We are to live the beginning of life
life here & now with Christ face to
accordingtocertain ~ face, sothatisthe
truths & principles, beginning of our
up to the end of being with the
this present life Lord forever

— until the end. (1 John 3:2).
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Not be sluggish

¢ There are two ¢ Also, this word, in
hidden truths in an athletic context,
the Greek words indicates being
that we need to ‘out of shape’.
be aware of: « So believers ought

» This is the same to be spiritually ‘in
Greek word as is shape’, that is, living
translated ‘dull’ in life always strength-

Hebrews 5:11. ened by grace.
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Two words in the Greek New Testament
that speak of ‘copying’ the life of another:

* mimetes, which is where we get our word
“‘mimic” in English. The meaning in the Greek
New Testament is to imitate the behavior of
another in a positive way.

* tupos, which is where we get our English
word “type”, & it means to be a pattern or
example. The word was used of a stamping
dye, where the image or symbol on the tool
made a visible impression on the receiving
metal or other material.




[image: image20.png]Paul on imitating & being an example
1 Corinthians 11:1
Be imitators of me, just as | also am of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:5-7

...for our gospel did not come to you in word
only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit
and with full conviction; just as you know what
kind of men we proved to be among you for
your sake. 6 You also became imitafors of us
and of the Lord, having received the word in
much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit,
7 so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.



[image: image21.png]Scripture English: imitate example
Passage Greek: mimetes tupos
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Biblical imitation is not,
“What would Jesus do”

« Biblical imitation is « Biblical imitation
not asking, “What is not just trying to
would Jesus do”? ‘act like a Christian’.

Biblical imitation is not superficial
mimicking, nor is it like theatrical acting.
As we see another believer walking in

fellowship with Christ, abiding in Him,
depending upon & trusting in God
moment by moment, imitate that.
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Faith & patience

» Without faith there
is no salvation, no
walk of fellowship
with Christ the Lord,
no spiritual growth,
nor exercise of the
Spirit’s gifts among
us for the growth of
the body of Christ.

Without patience -
& this is patience
with other people -
there is no allow-
ance for God’s
work in their lives
or in our own lives.

We must leave room
for God to work.
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Inherit the promises

» The first thing we » By faith we trust in

have to realize is His promises to us,
that God is the learning them, &
Promise Maker & knowing them &
Promise Keeper. counting on them.
» Ourplaceis notto -+ Entirely by grace,
go about making we have a most
promises & trying awesome spiritual

to keep them. inheritance.
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