[image: image1.png]Hebrews begins with Explanation &
finishes with Exhortation — five times!

Explanation

Exhortation

ebrews 1:1-14

ebrews 2:1-4

ebrews 2:5-18

ebrews 3:1-4:14

ebrews 4:15-5:10

ebrews 5:11-6:12

Hebrews 6:13-10:18

ebrews 10:19-39

ebrews 11:1-40

ebrews 12:1-13:25
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Why is this passage
talking about Abraham?

* Hebrews 6:9-12was <+ So the readers of

an encouragement Hebrews - & we -
to these Hebrew are learning from
believers, & verse the life of Abraham,
12 finished with: which shows faith
« “...[be] imitators of & patience:

those who through < Faith in all of

faith and patience God’s promises &
inherit the patience in God’s

promises.” working them out.
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When God made the promise

« God, who is the * Those promises
Promise Maker & were part of God’s
Promise Keeper, covenant, which
made various He made with
promises in the Abraham.

Bible, beginning « That was begun in
with several key Genesis 12:1-3 &
promises in the continued through

book of Genesis. the life of Abraham.
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Making a covenant

* From the days » A covenant was
of Noah into New a promise with a
Testament times, sacred character,

covenants typically either because it
had three common was made by God

elements: 1) a or God was called
promise, 2) swearing as a witness to the
by a deity, & 3) a covenant.

gesture or sign, * In Genesis 12-24

often a sacrifice. God makes promises_
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What people do
» People (not just * We have oaths
males) swear by of office, oaths for
someone higher, military service, &
& so they make oaths for some
an oath. professions.

We have oaths for court testimony & we
sign contracts & papers with threat of
civil & criminal penalties if what we say
is not true or if we don’t follow through.
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Now it came about at that time that Abimelech
and Phicol, the commander of his army, spoke
to Abraham, saying, "God is with you in all that
you do; 23 now therefore, swear to me here by
God that you will not deal falsely with me or
with my offspring or with my posterity, but
according to the kindness that | have shown to
you, you shall show to me and to the land in
which you have sojourned." 24 Abraham said,
"l swear it."
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Now Abraham was old, advanced in age; and
the Lord had blessed Abraham in every way.
2 Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of
his household, who had charge of all that he
owned, "Please place your hand under my
thigh, 3 and | will make you swear by the Lord,
the God of heaven and the God of earth, that
you shall not take a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom |
live, 4 but you will go to my country and to my
relatives, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”
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What does that mean?

» Swearing by » The one swearing
a higher power is asking for the
can mean a few power to carry
different things: out the promise

« The one swearing in truthfulness
is calling upon the & faithfulness.
higher power to » God can also be
judge if there is called as a superior
untruth or lack witness to a solemn

of follow-through. event.



[image: image9.png]Genesis 31:48-54

Laban said, "This heap is a witness between you and
me this day."Therefore it was nhamed Galeed, 49 and
Mizpah, for he said, "May the LORD watch between
you and me when we are absent one from the other.

50 "If you mistreat my daughters, or if you take wives
besides my daughters, although no man is with us, see,
God is withess between you and me." 51 Laban said to
Jacob, "Behold this heap and behold the pillar which |
have set between you and me. 52 "This heap is a
witness, and the pillar is a witness, that | will not pass
by this heap to you for harm, and you will not pass by
this heap and this pillar to me, for harm. 53 "The God of
Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father,
judge between us." So Jacob swore by the fear of his
father Isaac. 54 Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on the
mountain, and called his kinsmen to the meal; and they
ate the meal and spent the night on the mountain.
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In the same way God

» Taking the same » God also makes
principles regarding oaths as part of a
oaths as they apply covenant to make
among people, &in certain what He

which people often intends most
appeal to God in certainly to do
some way in the & to fulfill in the
making of an oath... centuries to come.

What God says is true without an oath.
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God reveals Himself

* God intentionally » God Himself is
reveals Himself, & unchangeable:
in fact He desires * Psalm 15:4; 110:4
‘even more’ to Show « Jeremiah 4:28
g |i)_(hibri]t Histintent Malachi 36
IS Characler- . Hebrews 7:21

As we’ll soon see, God is a God

of infinite & absolute truth —
the very definition of truth.
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Heirs of the promise

* The promise was * Then the promise
first made to was repeated to
Abraham. Isaac & Jacob.

The promise was inherited by their blood
descendents (those of the nation & people of
Israel), & we are heirs of the promise by faith:

Galatians 3:29, “And if you belong to Christ,
then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs
according to promise.”
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Abraham Land New
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12:1-3 30:1-10 31:31-34
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19:1-6 7:12-16 & Kingdom
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The Natural Seed (Physical Remnant):
All physical descendents of Abraham
Genesis 12:1-3,7

The Spiritual-Natural Seed (Spiritual Remnant):
The portion of the Natural Seed that is spiritual
because of believing God:

Isaiah 41:6; Romans 9:6; Galatians 6:16

Spiritual Seed (includes Gentile believers):
Believing non-physical descendents of Abraham
Galatians 3:6-9, 29

The Singular Ultimate Seed:
Jesus Christ
Genesis 22:18; Galatians 3:16; Hebrews 2:16-17
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Unchangeableness of His purpose

* God Himself is » God, the one who

unchangeable: deliberately reveals
* Psalm 15:4; 110:4 Himself, reveals His
* Jeremiah 4:28 purpose & intent for
» Malachi 3:6 all mankind & for all
* Hebrews 7:21 of creation.

God tells the truth when He reveals

Himself & His purpose, being Himself
unchangeable & keeping His promises.
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God graciously gives an oath

* What God says » So God doesn’t
is the absolute need to make an
unchangeable oath, but He does
truth because S0 as a gracious
that is God’s accommodation
character. to human beings.

In one way God could take it as an insult

that He would need to add an oath to His
promise, but He graciously sets it aside.
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By two unchangeable things

* The two » These things are
unchangeable unchangeable
things are: because God is

e God’s promise - UnChangeab'e, &
the content of what ~ He deliberately
God says He will do. reveals the truth
the swearing by * God absolutely
Himself that He will ~ keeps every one

do what He says. of His promises.
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It is impossible for God to lie

« Numbers 23:19, e John 17:17b,
“God is not a man, “Your word
that He shouldlie...” is truth.”

“Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle
of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen
of God and the knowledge of the truth which

is according to godliness, 2 in the hope of
eternal life, which God, who cannot lie,
promised long ages ago...” Titus 1:1-2
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We who have taken refuge

* \We who have taken + That refuge is given

refuge are we who to us entirely by
have believed what God’s mercy & His
God said & did. grace, & entirely at
« We have taken God’s expense.

refuge from this » We took that refuge
evil world system, by believing that

& the Liar from the Christ died for our
beginning, & from sins, was buried,

the wrath of God. & rose again.
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Strong encouragement

* Inverse 17 we * Here in verse 18
saw that God was, we see that what
‘desiring even more’  God has said & has
to reveal Himself & done offers strong
His unchangeable encouragement
purpose. to us.

There is nothing about God’s motivation

nor our encouragement in these things
that is ambivalent or indifferent.
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Take hold of the hope set before us

» One way to put this + Taking hold of it is
is that, all by God’s a matter of our daily

doing, we have condition — moment
a marvelous & by moment — which
graciously provided we do by faith in
position in Christ, what God has said,
that includes our done, & revealed
unique hope. because He loves us.

To ‘take hold’ means we walk by faith in
what God has revealed to us in His word.
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Our hope does more than float
* The hope that this » This kind of hope is

passage is talking absolutely certain of
about is not just an the outcome because
“I hope so” kind of an unchangeable
hope — a hope of a God who always
possible outcome. tells the truth & who
« And it is not just a keeps His promises
subjective fee"ng has told us how this

of hopefulness. is going to turn out.
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This hope we have

as an anchor of the soul...
« The words above ¢ An anchor was

begin the passage used in ancient
we will look at next times to keep a
week. ship from drifting.

There were several Christian symbols in the
early church, including a cross & a fish, but
one of the lesser-known Christian symbols

of the time was an anchor, because Christ
is our anchor of the soul & His coming for
us is our blessed hope (Titus 2:13).
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All five of God’s covenants with Israel are touched upon in the book of Hebrews
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