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Hebrews 7:1-10 in two parts

» To make a point » But because the
about Jesus Christ, man Abraham had
Hebrews 7:1-10 is quite a history
mostly about the leading up to when
man Abraham, & he encountered
about the man Melchizedek, we’ll
Melchizedek. talk about him first.

So we will first do an overview of the
life of Abraham up to the time when
he met Melchizedek the king & priest.
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Next Sunday we’ll look at the
message of Hebrews 7:1-10

« Both Abraham & « And the reason

Melchizedek are that Abraham &
major themes Melchizedek are
in this book major themes is

of Hebrews. to focus on Christ.
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Terah, Abraham’s father,
took his family to Haran

¢ Abraham had * Included in this
married his half- move to Haran were
sister, Sarah. Abraham, his wife

« Terah, Abraham’s Sarah, & Abraham’s

father, brought his nephew, Lot.
family fromUrofthe e« They settled there
Chaldeans to Haran. until Terah’s death.

Abraham was called Abram, & Sarah
was called Sarai, until God changed
their names (Genesis chapter 17).
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Now the Lord said to Abram,

"Go forth from your country,

And from your relatives

And from your father's house,

To the land which | will show you;

2 And | will make you a great nation,
And | will bless you,

And make your name great;

And so you shall be a blessing;

3 And | will bless those who bless you,

And the one who curses you | will curse.

And in you all the families of the earth
will be blessed.”

God continues to repeat & expand
upon His covenant with Abraham
on into Genesis chapter 24
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They head to the land of Canaan
¢ Abraham, Sarah & e There at Sheckem

Lot & all the rest Abraham builds an
head from Haran altar to the Lord.
towardsth_e city of + God said, "To your
Sheckem in the descendants | will
land of Canaan. give this land."

As Abraham moved on to a mountain
between Bethel & Ai, he built an altar
there, & called upon the name ofthe Lord.
From there they went to the Negev.
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In & out of Egypt

¢ The famine in the « Pharaoh likes the

land of Canaan, looks of Sarah, &
drives Abraham that means lots of
to go to Egypt. livestock gifted to

« Abraham came up Abraham, but he
with a, ‘She’s my doesn't like the big
sister’ story about plagues, so Sarah
his wife Sarah. returns to Abraham.

And Abraham, Sarah, Lot & all of the
rest go back to the land of Canaan.
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Abraham & Lot part ways

¢ Abraham & Lot « So Abraham offers
both have such Lot his choice of
large herds of lands, & Lot, seeing
livestock that their the well-watered
herdsmen are land around Sodom
getting in conflict & Gomorrah, picks
with one another. that spot for himself.

Then God promises Abraham abundant
offspring, & Abraham settles in Hebron,
where he builds an altar to the Lord.
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The rebellion & fighting might not have
mattered to Abraham, except...

+ Abraham’s nephew, ﬁ "1 oo

Lot, had taken up u‘
residence in the i }/

,—fw

city of Sodom.

* The four kings of -
Mesopotamia had ﬁ% man } Gomorrah

grabbed Lot, & all

of his many goods,
along with the city’s -
food supply.
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The rebellion & fighting might not have
mattered to Abraham, except...

pEResERY |+ And the four kings
of Mesopotamia
were headed north,
\ ,S,Odeﬁn? on the way back to
their own kingdoms.

GOTOffah The farther they
got, the harder it

Bela (Zoar)  was going to be for

¢Admah Abraham to rescue

TR - Zeboiim /. Lot & his goods.

VALLEY OF
SIDDIM
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And the chase is on...

» The four kings
didn’t know they
were being pursued
by Abraham & 318
trained troops (v.14).

» Abraham also had
other allies (v.13)
in the surprise night
attack on the troops
of the four kings.

Abraham took them
on over 120 miles
to the north.

Abraham didn’t
need to ‘wipe them
out’ - he just
needed to get Lot,
all his people, & his
goods back from
them, which he did.
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Then after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who
were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him [Abraham] at the
valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley).

18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine;
now he was a priest of God Most High. 19 He blessed him and said,

"Blessed be Abram of God Most High,
Possessor of heaven and earth;

20 And blessed be God Most High,
Who has delivered your enemies into your hand."

He [Abraham] gave him [Melchizedek] a tenth of all.

21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, "Give the people to me and take the
goods for yourself." 22 Abram said to the king of Sodom, "| have sworn to
the Lord God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that | will not
take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours, for fear you would
say, '| have made Abram rich." 24 "| will take nothing except what the young
men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me, Aner,
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their share."
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While Abranham was on his way home

* While on his way
home, which was
over 120 miles to
the south, Abraham
came across two
leaders who were
of a very different
character:

Melchizedek, king
of Salem & Bera,
king of Sodom.

As we will see, our
friend Abraham’s
interactions with
each of these men
was also of a very
different character.
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With Bera, Abraham was
cautious not to be compromised

» Even though Bera » Abraham may also

was an incidental have been wanting
ally, as king of his to avoid anything
nephew’s city, that would create
Abraham refused an obligation to

to take anything Bera or to the city
from Bera that of Sodom at some
might compromise later point in time —
Abraham morally a further opportunity

or spiritually. for compromise.
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2 Corinthians 6:14-15

Do not be bound together with unbelievers;

for what partnership have righteousness and
lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with
darkness? 15 Or what harmony has Christ with
Belial, or what has a believer in common with
an unbeliever?

1 Thessalonians 5:21-22

But examine everything carefully; hold fast to
that which is good; 22 abstain from every form
(footnote: appearance) of evil.
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But with Melchizedek

« With Melchizedek, « Abraham received

however, Abraham him as a priest of
interacted quite the Most High God,
differently: accepting both

« Abraham accepted Melchizedek’s
his offer of bread &  blessing upon God
wine, plus... & upon himself.

Though Melchizedek was not a
military ally, he was a true spiritual ally.
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The Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand
Until | make Your enemies a footstool for Your
feet." 2 The Lord will stretch forth Your strong
scepter from Zion, saying, "Rule in the midst of
Your enemies." 3 Your people will volunteer
freely in the day of Your power; In holy array,
from the womb of the dawn, Your youth are to
You as the dew. 4 The Lord has sworn and will
not change His mind, "You are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek."

Both Hebrews 5:6 & 7:17 quote Psalm 110:4,
with discussion of Melchizedek between
— mostly in Hebrews 7:1-16.
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"And blessed be God+ Most High, Who has
delivered your enemies into your hand."
He gave him a tenth of all.

Ephesians 1:3

Blessed be the God and+ Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ...

+ These are the same five words in the Greek
Old Testament & in the Greek New Testament.
The Ephesians 1:3 word order places ‘Blessed’
first for emphasis, similar to the way we would
use underlining or bolded fonts for emphasis.
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