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From Abraham to the Son of God

» Last Sunday we » Sotoday we’lltake
looked at the life of what we learned
Abraham from the of Melchizedek &
time God first gave Abraham into the
a promise to him to Book of Hebrews

the time Abraham 7:1-10, as we look
received bread & at that passage,
wine, & a blessing going through it

from Melchizedek. verse by verse.
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The Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand
Until | make Your enemies a footstool for Your
feet." 2 The Lord will stretch forth Your strong
scepter from Zion, saying, "Rule in the midst of
Your enemies." 3 Your people will volunteer
freely in the day of Your power; In holy array,
from the womb of the dawn, Your youth are to
You as the dew. 4 The Lord has sworn and will
not change His mind, "You are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek."

Both Hebrews 5:6 & 7:17 quote Psalm 110:4,
with discussion of Melchizedek between
— mostly in Hebrews 7:1-16.
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Abraham, Melchizedek,
Levi, & the Son of God

» There are four » Physically speaking,
personalities in Levi, the son of Jacob,
Hebrews 7:1-10: (also called Israel) &

« Abraham Jesus Christ, in His

« Melchizedek humanity, are both

 Levi, the son of Jacob ?heesicr:?:tc:zcrj from

* The Son of God Abraham.

Melchizedek & Levi are each
the head of an order of priests.
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Melchizedek, king & priest

¢ Melchizedek was < But Melchizedek

the king of Salem was also a priest of
(Hebrew: Shalom), the Most High God,
later to be called or God Most High,
Jerusalem. there in Salem.

Melchizedek met Abraham at the King’s
Valley, just as Abraham was returning
from a victory over the forces of the
four invading kings from the north.
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Blessed in Genesis 14:18-20

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought
out bread and wine; now he was a priest of
God Most High. 19 He blessed him and said,

"Blessed be Abram+ of God Most High,
Possessor of heaven and earth;

20 And blessed be God Most High,
Who has delivered your enemies
into your hand."

He [Abraham] gave him a tenth of all.

+ Abram’s name later changed to Abraham,
as told in Genesis chapter 17.
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Abraham gave a tenth

» Abraham gave a * In that era giving
tenth of His gains a tenth (‘atithe’) of
from defeating the one’s income was
forces of the four a fairly standard
kings of the north figure for both the
to Melchizedek, payment of taxes
priest of God & for contributions
Most High. for priests.

Documents from all over the
ancient Middle East record that.
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King of righteousness, king of peace

* The meaning of the
name Melchizedek
(Melchi + zedek) is
king of righteousness,
& the meaning of the
name Salem is (from
the Hebrew word
‘Shalom’) peace:

* Melchizedek is also
the king of peace.

Melchizedek was a
prototype of Christ:

He was both

a king & a priest.

He is known by
righteousness

& peace (Psalm
85:8-13; Isaiah
32:15-20; Romans
5:1; James 3:17-18).
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Without & having neither
» Since no father or » But these things

mother nor family are more true of
connections are the Son of God
recorded for than they are of
Melchizedek, Melchizedek, who
nor date of birth actually did have a
nor date of death, father & a mother
by implication he & was born & died,
was like the Son though these are
of God. not recorded.

Other Jewish authors use this same ‘argument
from silence’ to imply things by what is not said.
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Melchizedek contrasted with Levi
» Though both Levi ¢ But with the

& Melchizedek are priestly order of

at the head of an Melchizedek, it is
order of priests, not necessary to
one must have show a connection
a genealogical by parentage or
connection with family to be a priest
Levi & Aaronto be of Melchizedek’s

a Levitical priest. order.

Checking the connection to Levi:
Ezra 2:61-63; Nehemiah 7:63-65
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The order of Melchizedek
is greater than the order of Levi!

« Hebrews 7:4-10
will present points
of comparison &
contrast between
the orders of Levi
& Melchizedek,
in order to show
that the order
of Melchizedek

is the greater order.

» The reason for doing

this is because the
Hebrews to whom
this letter was
written were
thinking of

going back

to the temple
sacrificial system,
operated by Levites.
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Aaron was descended from Levi

* To be an actual * Those who were
priest in the Jewish descended from
sacrificial system, Levi, but not from
one had to be Aaron were given
descended from other temple &
Aaron, who was temple related
also descended duties & were
from Levi. called ‘Levites’.

So the Levites would serve as guards, scribes,
maintenance, musicians — various temple duties.
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Choicest spoils versus food

» The last words of » Abraham gave to
this verse highlight Melchizedek the
another difference spoils of war that
between the tenth were ‘the top of the
givento Melchizedek  heap’, but the tribe
& the tenth given to of Levi was given
the tribe of Levi: food from the land.

Abraham gave Melchizedek things of
lasting value, but the tribe of Levi was
given things that were consumed.
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The tribe of Levi collected a tenth

¢ Under the Law of ¢ This was because

Moses the tribe of the tribe of Levi
Levicollectedatenth  was to serve in

of the production the temple, so did
of the lands of the not have the time
other tribes of the to farm & raise
people of Israel livestock, but also
(Deuteronomy did not have any
14:22-27). tribal land in Israel.

Levi has no land inheritance: Numbers 18:20-24




[image: image14.png]ABRAHAM

“Look wnio 1

T
the rock whence

3
HAGAR

By B
SARAH KETURAH|

ISHMAEL

SIX SONS

(who went away eastwards)

ISAAC

JACOB

ESAU

EDOMITES
(IDUMEANS)

z
<
=}

REUBEN
SIMEON
JUDAH
NAPHTALI
GAD

s
=}
=

DAVID

JESUS CHRIST

|

ISSACHAR
ZEBULON

MANASSEH [; 0 cpny

EPHRAIM
BENJAMIN

ASHER

Family tree of
Abraham, through
Isaac & Jacob
through Judah

& David, to

Jesus Christ



[image: image15.png]Hebrews 7:5

But Abraham gave graciously

» The other tribes » Butjustas God made
gave atenth of their ~ gracious promises
production from the to Abraham which

land to the tribe of He did not have to

Levi under the Law give, Abraham gave
of Moses, which to Melchizedek even
commanded them though he was under
to give the tenth or no obligation to give

face consequences. anything at all.



[image: image16.png]God makes a gracious covenant
with Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3

Now the Lord said to Abram,

"Go forth from your country,

And from your relatives

And from your father's house,

To the land which | will show you;

2 And | will make you a great nation,
And | will bless you,

And make your name great;

And so you shall be a blessing;

3 And lwill bless those who bless you,

And the one who curses you | will curse.

And in you all the families of the earth
will be blessed.”

God continues to repeat & expand
upon His covenant with Abraham
on into Genesis chapter 24
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Without a trace

* \We have no idea * Melchizedek had
whose genealogy blessed the one
Melchizedek fits whom God had
into... but... blessed, so he

« But we know that would be blessed
Melchizedek had (Genesis 12:3a).
blessed the God * Melchizedek
Most High, & also blessed Abraham,
Abraham whom to whom God had

God had blessed. made promises.
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He who blesses is greater

* The one who * So that means
blesses first that Melchizedek,
is greater. who is the one who

« This is a blessed Abraham,
principle that is even greater than
carries on the Jews’ highly
throughout revered Abraham,
the Bible (Genesis from whom the
1:22, 28: 2:3: 5:2; tribe of Levi is

9:1, 26, et al). descended.
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Receiving tithes & a record of death

< Aaron, of the tribe ¢ Melchizedek also

of Levi, & the first received the tithe
priest under the from Abraham,
Law of Moses, but his death is
died (Numbers not recorded for
33:38, 39), & so us, implying [as
did all of the rest an argument

of those who were from silence,

of the tribe of Levi. per the Jews]

« These received tithes. that he lived on.



[image: image20.png]Hebrews 7.9, 10 partly expanded & explained

And, in a manner of speaking, through
Abraham, even his descendent Levi, who
received tithes from the other tribes, paid
tithes to Melchizedek, 10 for Levi was still
in the loins of his father Abraham when
Melchizedek met Abraham.
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What? Levi paid tithes to Melchizedek?

* Verses 9& 10 say, * These verses are

in effect, that Levi using the same
paid tithes to logic of position &
Melchizedek headship that we
through his see elsewhere in
father Abraham. the word of God:

Romans 5:12-14 & 1 Corinthians 15:22
have us “in Adam”, even though we

were not there physically, so that what
he did was also our act - he is our head.
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The order of Melchizedek is superior

* So by several » The author of
lines of logic & Hebrews is bringing
observation we see these points out
that Melchizedek & because his readers

his priestly order are thinking of
are superior to the slipping back
priestly order of under the temple
Levi & Aaron. sacrificial system.

Going back under the temple sacrificial system
would be a move to an inferior priesthood &
under an inferior merely human high priest,
setting aside Christ, who is our high priest.




[image: image23.png]Descendents are in the father in Genesis 25:23
The Lord said to her [Rebekah],

"Two nations are in your womb [one headed
by Jacob & the other headed by Esau];

And two peoples will be separated
from your body;

And one people shall be stronger
than the other;

And the older shall serve the younger."

« Malachi 1:2-3
« Romans 9:11-13




[image: image24.png]Do you want that for here or to go?

* Likely not many of
us are tempted to
go back under the
Jewish sacrificial
system...

» Butitis possible for
any of us to settle
for something less
than Christ, & that
would not be good.

The world, the flesh
& the devil offer a
wide variety of
alternatives

to Christ.

And even

believers can

be caught up in the
‘Christian’ alternatives
to faith in Christ alone.
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