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What were they thinking?!

» The readers of the  + Whattheydidn't
book of Hebrews seem to realize
were thinking of was that the Jewish
going back to the sacrificial system
Jewish sacrificial in Jerusalem was
system, which was based on a line of
under the priests & priests, fromthe tribe
Levites of the tribe of Levi, who were
of Levi, per the inferior to the priest-

Law of Moses. hood of Melchizedek.
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Better

* Melchizedek was * Andthe Law of
superior to & better Moses, which
than Abraham, Levi required the

& Aaron. sacrifices to

» The Son of God, be done by an
who was of the inferior priest-
priesthood of hood - that of
Melchizedek, Levi & Aaron
was superior - will also be

to Levi & Aaron. replaced.
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Perfection = completion

* The word that is » One deficiency of
translated ‘perfect’ the Levitical system
or ‘perfection’ in of sacrifices was
Hebrews conveys that those priests
completion as in never got it done
complete & fotal — they were never
accomplishment. finished sacrificing.

A form of ‘perfect’ is found in Hebrews

2:10:5:9:7:11,19,28:10:14; 11:40; 12:23.
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71-28 | evitical VS, Melchizedek
priesthood priesthood
» Law of Moses * Principle of Grace
* Priests descended + One priest, the Son
from Levi & Aaron, of God, of the line
all of whom die off of Melchizedek,
& must be replaced who always lives to
by another priest make intersession

» Sacrifices that are » His once & final
never complete, but sacrifice is complete
must be done again & finished, never to
& again & again... be done again!
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The people received the law

e The written law was <+ So what Hebrews

put into the hands 7:11 says is literally
of the priests, the true:

sons of Levi, by + On the basis of the
Moses himself, Levitical priesthood
& he told them the people received
to read the law to the law, & that

the people of Israel pattern was set

ﬁ?uteronomy 316, by Moses himself.
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A change of operating principles

» The priests who » So to have a priest-
were descended hood change from
from Levi & Aaron the order of Levi &
operated strictly Aaron to the order
under the Law of of Melchizedek
Moses, & by that must require a
law must be of change of
the line of Levi operating
& Aaron only. principles.

Law of Moses > Principle of Grace
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We’re not under law, we’re under grace

* The apostle Paul » The author of
had written in Hebrews had
numerous places shown the very
that we are not same truth, but
under law but did so with an
under grace entirely different
(Romans 6:14-15; line of reasoning,
7:4-6; Galatians based on the
2:19; 3:24-25; change of order

5:1;6:2, et al). of priesthood.
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But Jesus is from the tribe of Judah!

¢ The Law of Moses ¢ But Jesus is from
said that the temple the tribe of Judah,

services must be as is stated in
carried out by those Matthew 1:2,

of the tribe of Levi, Luke 3:33, &

& that the priests anyone could go
must also be of to the temple to
the line of Aaron. check the records.

The genealogies of the Jews were kept in
the temple until its destruction in 70 AD.
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Physical requirement
(literally, ‘a fleshly commandment’)

¢ The Law of Moses
required that all
of the Levites in
temple service be
descended from
Levi, & that the
priests handling
the sacrifices be
also descended
from Aaron.

But the Levites &
priests went through
many generations,
because they all
died & had to be
replaced.

But Jesus Christ,
the Son of God
was raised to an
indestructible life.
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| pray that the eyes of your heart may be
[literally, ‘having been’] enlightened, so that
you will know what is the hope of His calling,
what are the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the
surpassing greatness of His power toward us
who believe. These are in accordance with the
working of the strength of His might 20 which
He brought about in Christ, when He raised
Him from the dead and seated Him at His
right hand in the heavenly places...
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The Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand
Until | make Your enemies a footstool for Your
feet." 2 The Lord will stretch forth Your strong
scepter from Zion, saying, "Rule in the midst of
Your enemies." 3 Your people will volunteer
freely in the day of Your power; In holy array,
from the womb of the dawn, Your youth are to
You as the dew. 4 The Lord has sworn and will
not change His mind, "You are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek."

Hebrews 5.6 & 7:17, 21 quote Psalm 110:4,
with discussion of Melchizedek between
— mostly in Hebrews 7:1-16.




[image: image13.png]Hebrews 7:18, 19

Look at how these verses
speak of the law!

» These verses speak + These verses also
of the law of Moses say that the Law of

in the past tense: Moses has problems:
» “a former * “‘weakness”
commandment” » “uselessness”
. “made”nothing + “made nothing
perfect perfect” (complete)

Romans 7:12, “So then, the Law is holy, and the
commandment is holy and righteous and good.”
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So why does
the Law of Moses have problems?

+ If the Law of Moses + The major problem
is holy, righteous & with the Law of

good, how can the Moses is that fallen
author of Hebrews human beings are
say that it is weak, not empowered to
useless, & makes carry out the Law
nobody complete? of Moses.

As the apostle Paul said in Romans chapter 7,
the sin nature gets stimulated by the law, & it
actually uses the law to gain the upper hand!
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A better hope

* Hebrews is all » That better hope,
about the words unlike the Law of
more & better Moses, calls us to

o Verses 19 & 22 draw near to God.
have ‘better & * We will see that
21 has ‘more’. Hebrews 7:25 (&

« What is better is James 4:8) also
hope — better than calls for us to draw
the Law of Moses near to God (see

could offer. also Hebrews 4:16).
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...we hold fast our confidence and the boast
of our hope firm until the end.
Hebrews 6:11, 18, 19

...to realize the full assurance of hope until
the end, 18 ...strong encouragement to take
hold of the hope set before us. 19 This hope
we have as an anchor of the soul...

Hebrews 7:19

...there is a bringing in of a better hope...

Hebrews 10:23
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope...
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An oath from God the Father

» God the Father » He will not change
gave an oath, His mind about that
swearing that oath, & the assign-
the Son of God, ment to the priest-
Jesus Christ, hood is forever.
would be apriest  « The earthly priests
forever according of the line of Levi &
to the order of Aaron cannot make

Melchizedek. that claim.
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Jesus has become the guarantee

 |f ‘Jesus has * In Hebrews 8:6
become the Christ is also the
guarantee of a mediator of a
better covenant’, better covenant.
what does that « After that the New
mean? Covenant for Israel

* Which covenant is is being introduced
this talking about? & discussed.

In the New Covenant, implemented in the coming
kingdom, the Jews will know & live out the Law.
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[image: image21.png]A New Covenant timeline

Covenant Covenant Covenant
Promised Confirmed Fulfilled

Isaiah 59:21 Luke 22:20 Isaiah 61

Jeremiah 1 Corinthians Isaiah
31:31-34 11:25 65:15¢-25
Ezekiel Isaiah

37 & 38 66:10-24
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