[image: image1.png]Hebrews

What were they thinking?!

« The readers of the + All of those priests,
book of Hebrews & the high priest
were thinking of himself, had some
going back to the serious limitations,
Jewish sacrificial even ifthey followed
system, which was all of the Law of
under the priests & Moses to the letter.
Levites of the tribe * The believers lost
of Levi, per the sight of Christ, their

Law of Moses. heavenly high priest!
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71-28 | evitical VS, Melchizedek
priesthood priesthood
» Law of Moses * Principle of Grace
* Priests descended + One priest, the Son
from Levi & Aaron, of God, of the line
all of whom die off of Melchizedek,
& must be replaced who always lives to
by another priest make intersession

» Sacrifices that are » His once & final
never complete, but sacrifice is complete
must be done again & finished, never to
& again & again... be done again!
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Many have become priests

« In the Greek text, » Between the many
verse 23 literally centuries of the
starts off with, tabernacle, first &
“‘And they, truly second temple, &
many, have the generations
become priests...”. of priests...

The number of priests, taken altogether,

had been staggering. But there was
no hope that this would ever change.
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On the one hand: Levitical priests

« There had to be a « One reason was

number of Levitical because there were
priests to handle all S0 many people &
of the sacrifices that circumstances that
were required by required sacrifices,
the Law of Moses. annually, & more.

But another reason why there had to be so
many priests carrying out the almost endless
sacrifices is because the priests kept dying off,
& other priests replaced the ones who died.
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On the other hand: Jesus

» Because Christ » He holds His
will live forever — high priesthood
that is, He has an permanently, since
indestructible life He does not die, as
(Hebrews 7:16), the Levitical priests
He continues to do in the Jewish
serve as our high sacrificial system.
priest forever — « Plus, His once
even now in the & final sacrifice is

heavenlies. accepted by God.
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He is able to save

» The word ‘able’ * The word that is
is from a word that translated ‘forever
is sometimes trans- (KJV: the uttermost)
lated mightor power,  conveys completion
but it carries the & ‘getting it done’.
primary idea of + So He is able to
inherent abl'lty. save comp|ete|y,

» Christisn’t‘salvation  from the beginning
challenged’, or just to the end of this life,

barely able to save. & on into eternity.
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Those who draw near to God by Him

» Ephesians 2:18, « The word for
“...forthrough Him ‘access’ means a
[Christ] we both royal introduction,
[Gentiles & Jews] through Christ.
have our access « Hebrews 7:25 says
in one Spirit to that we can draw
the Father. near, by Christ.

Christ, the Lamb of God, is our high priest,
who always intercedes for us before the Father.
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Hebrews 4:16

Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace,
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Hebrews 7:19

... (for the Law made nothing perfect), and on the other hand there is
a bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.

Hebrews 7:25 4

Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

Hebrews 10:1

For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and
not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they
offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near.

Hebrews 10:22

... let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies
washed with pure water.
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Draw near to God

» There is a drawing  + Thereafter, we are

near to God that is already near to God,
our initial salvation, by God’s doing, in
which is by faith in our eternal position.

the gospelmessage: . So drawing near to
¢ That Christ, the Son God, forthe believer,
of God, died for our is a matter of our
sins, was buried & daily condition, living
was raised to life. out our position.
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It was fitting

» “It was fitting to the  + Innocent (KJV:
need to have a high harmless): literally,
priest of this kind of not of evil intent,
character’istheidea  so of good intent
ofthefirst part ofthis . Undefiled: stated

verse. positively, pure

* Holy: set apart & - Separated from
perfect in moral & sinners: not in any
spiritual character way associated

& purpose with sin or sinning.
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Exalted above the heavens

* ‘Above the heavens’ -« It is expressing the

is a term used in word ‘heavens’ as
several of t_h_e the stellar heavens.
Psalms, & it is « Godis exalted above

usuallyusedofGod.  the stellar heavens.

Christ, being exalted above the heavens,
just as God is (Psalm 57:5, 11; 108:5), is
full deity, & enjoys the honors & glories
due Him, forwho He is & what He’s done.
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“...such a man
was caught
up to the third
heaven...Paradise”
2 Corinthians 12:2,4
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Psalms 8:1

O Lord, our Lord,

How majestic is Your name in all the earth,

Who have displayed Your splendor above the heavens!

Psalms 57:5, 11
Be exalted above the heavens, O God;
Let Your glory be above all the earth.

Psalms 108:4, 5

For Your lovingkindness is great above the heavens,
And Your truth reaches to the skies.

5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens,

And Your glory above all the earth.

Psalms 113:4
The Lord is high above all nations;
His glory is above the heavens.
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Offering up sacrifices daily

» The high priest & » Not only did the
the priests had to priests & the high
offer up sacrifices priest die off & have
daily, again & again to be replaced, but
& again & again &... they never finished!

The sacrifices they made kept pointing
to the sacrifice of God’s Lamb, but their
sacrifices did not in themselves satisfy
God’s holiness, righteousness & justice.
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Does not need

» Once a year the » But Christ does

high priest would
offer up a sacrifice
for his own sins, &
then for the people,
on the Day of
Atonement.

The high priest
did not offer those
sacrifices daily.

represent us to the
Father as our high
priest ‘day after
day’, yet does not
offer a sacrifice
even once a year
or ever again!

« We'll soon see

exactly why.
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Sacrifices for the high priest’s sins

¢ One reason that

the sacrifices done
by the high priests
didn’t get it done is
because the high
priests themselves
were not sinless —
so they had to first
offer a sacrifice

for their own sins.

< But even still their

sacrifices were not
really dealing with
their own sins, nor
their sin natures,
which generated
the sins.

Christ, our high
priest, has no sins
needing a sacrifice.
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Then for the sins of the people

» The high priests » But again these

would then offer imperfect, mortal
sacrifices for the priests who had
sins of the people — offered up the in-
& there were many effective but legally
people, who were required sacrifices
also required to did the same for all
sacrifice for many of the people again

& varied things. & again & again &...
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Christ died
once for all

¢ The Greek word
that is translated
‘once’ in Hebrews
6:4 is used there
for the first time
in Hebrews, but
is used again in
Hebrews 7:27;9:7,

12,26,27,28;10:2,

10;12:26, 27.

¢ This Greek word

[hapax] means
an action done
once with finality,
& effective from
then on.

For example, in
Hebrews 10:10,
“..we have been
sanctified [perfect
tense] through the
offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once
for all [hapax].”
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Christ died once for all

¢ So that Christ died « There will never

once for all means again be a need
that He will never for Christ to be
be sacrificed again. sacrificed again.

When Christ had paid for our sins on the
cross, just before He died, He said one

word (in the perfect tense) that has
been translated, “It is finished”. It was an
accounting term meaning, “It’s all paid”.
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He offered up Himself

» Christ was not a * God loved & gave
victim, & the Jews (John 3:16) & Christ
were not the ones also loved & gave
responsible for His (Galatians 2:20 &
death, any more Ephesians 5:2, 25).
than yOU & | were e Forthe Joy set
responsible. before Him He

It was, after all, endured the cross
Romans who for you & for me

drove the nails. (Hebrews 12:2).
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Offering up Himself was a priestly act

« When Christ offered ¢ When Christ died
up Himself, that was  the veil of the

a priestly act — He temple was

was the high priest torn in two.

offering up the + The sacrificial
Lamb of God, system continued
the sacrifice to go through the

of Himself. motions until 70 AD.

But God was done with the sacrificial system
because God’s own Lamb had been sacrificed!




[image: image23.png]Hebrews 7:28

The Law appoints weak men

* The Law of Moses  + The weakness of
is holy, righteous & the Law (Hebrews
good. The Law is 7:18)isthatthe Law

not the problem. asks spiritually &
» The problem is with ~ morally challenged
the human beings human beings to

who are called upon  carry it out & also
toimplementthe Law  appoints weak men
—from the priests to ~ toplaces of spiritual
the individual Jews. ~ responsibility.
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The Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand
until | make Your enemies a footstool for Your
feet." 2 The Lord will stretch forth Your strong
scepter from Zion, saying, "Rule in the midst of
Your enemies." 3 Your people will volunteer
freely in the day of Your power; In holy array,
from the womb of the dawn, Your youth are to
You as the dew. 4 The Lord has sworn and will
not change His mind, "You are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek."

Hebrews 7:28 is in reference to Psalm 110:4,

which contains an oath, & was written by David
about four centuries after the Law was given.
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Perfect = complete

* The word that is » One deficiency of
translated ‘perfect’ the Levitical system
conveys complete of sacrifices was
& total accomplish- that those priests
ment. never got it done.

The Son of God, however, completed everything
He was sent to & set out to do on earth.
A form of ‘perfect’ is found in Hebrews
2:10:5:9:7:11,19,28; 10:14: 11:40; 12:23.




[image: image26.png]What in the heavens is going on?

» The heavens * |t is also the place
is where we are from where we have
blessed with every a heavenly calling &
spiritual blessing, the place where
where we are Christ is conducting

seated with Christ, His high priestly
where we are to set ministry on our

our minds, & where behalf, representing
we have a heavenly usto Godthe Father
citizenship. perfectly forever.

We have heavenly access to the Fatherin the
name of the Son, by means of the Holy Spirit.
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