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[image: image2.png]The pattern of Hebrews chapter 8
A. Christ, the ministering priest (8:1-5)
1. With Christ, a new ministry (8:1-2)
2. which is set in opposition to the old (8:3-5)
B. Christ, mediator of the new covenant (8:6-13)
1. Christ, mediator of a better covenant (8:6)
2. whichis setin oppositionto the old (8:7-13)

Christ is a ministering high priest forever, in
the heavenlies right now, in a priesthood that
is superior to the earthly priests of the tribe of
Levi. Christis the mediator of a New & better
Covenant that will replace the Old Covenant.
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Hebrews 8:1-6 in Two Parts

» The author of » This passage
Hebrews is show- shows that Jesus
ing that the Jewish serves as our high
sacrificial system is priest in the true
inferior to what the tabernacle in the
believers have heavenlies, & not
under grace. just an earthly copy.

So we will study this passage in two parts:
1) heavenly reality & earthly shadow
2) Jewish high priest & Jesus as our high priest
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Heavenly reality & earthly shadow

« Verses 2,4 & 5are <+ The tabernacle
conveying that the that was built &

real tabernacle is furnished on earth
in heaven, made was a mere copy of
by God Himself. the heavenly one.

The tabernacle is what is described
as heavenly in Hebrews 8 & 9, and

in Revelation 7:15; 13:6; 15:5 & 21:3.
It is used as a synonym for the temple.
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A tent —in heaven?

* In our culture, a « What we see in
tent is an informal the Old Testament
structure. on into the New
 But in biblical times Testament is that
a tent was a formal f(hetentprtabernacle
structure, being a is described as
dwelling place for being in heaven —

some patriarchs, & the third heaven,
having social codes ~ Where God dwells &

regarding its use. Christ is high priest.
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“...such a man
was caught
up to the third
heaven...Paradise”
2 Corinthians 12:2,4
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A minister in the sanctuary

» Christ is a minister  + Christ, our great

in this heavenly high priest, ministers
tabernacle, in in the sanctuary on
the sanctuary. our behalf.

Christ had already begun His high
priestly ministry before ascending:

1) When He prayed for Himself, the
disciples, & also for us (John 17).

2) When He, motivated by love & joy,
offered up Himself to die on the cross.




[image: image8.png]Hebrews 8:2

The true tabernacle

» The tabernacle in » This is the place
the heavenlies is where real spiritual
the genuine sacred accomplishment is
tent—it is the reality. = ongoing & continues

e ltisthe p|ace where on into the future.
Christ ministers on  + Anything done here
our behalf, having points to what has
already offered up already happened
Himself as the once orwhat is happening
& final sacrifice. orwill be happening.
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The Lord did it — not a human

» The tabernacle » That is where you &
in the heavenlies | are blessed, & are
was created & seated, & where we
established by have our heavenly
the Lord Himself. citizenship.

Because that heavenly place was made by God,
& we are blessed, & we are seated, & we have
our heavenly citizenship there, & Christ ministers
there as our high priest, no earthly human being
is going to mess with it, or mess it up!
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If He were on earth

* When Christ was » But this verse sets
on earth He did not out the hypothetical,
qualify to act as a “If He were on earth
priest in the temple, ...7, & Christ was
since He was of the not, He still could
earthly tribe of not have been a
Judah. priest in the temple.

According to Matthew 1, Luke 3, Hebrews
7:14, Revelation 5:5, & the genealogies
of the day, Jesus was ofthe tribe of Judah.




[image: image11.png]Hebrews 8:4

According to the Law

* The Law of Moses
would allow only
those of the tribe
of Levi, & also
descended from
Aaron, to serve as
priests, & those
further descended
through Zadok to
be a high priest.

Earthly lineage
was an absolute
requirement of the
Law of Moses —
among the 613
individual statutes.

But it isn’t that big

a deal that Jesus
wasn’t qualified to
be a Levitical priest.
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A copy & a shadow
of the heavenly things

» The Levitical priests + The earthly temple

who served in the pointed to God’s
temple in Jerusalem  heavenly temple
were serving in a & the tabernacle
copy & a shadow in the wilderness
of the real place where Aaron once
where Christ now served was only a
serves as our copy & a shadow
heavenly high of the heavenly

priest. tabernacle.
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The pattern which was shown

* Hebrews 8:5is * Moses was shown
quoting Exodus the tabernacle that
25:40, & similar was the heavenly
words are used reality, & he was to
in Exodus 26:30 make one following
& 27:8. that pattern.

Everything earthly, even if it was

prescribed by the Law, was inferior & a
copy & a shadow of the heavenly reality.
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Only what God does gets it done

» The priesthood, the
sacrifices, the temple
& the tabernacle
here on earth did
not do anything
spiritual, but only
pointed to the real
things that God has
done, is doing & will
do through Christ.

In the end, Christ’s
offering of Himself
was the only real
sacrifice that ‘got

it done’.

His tabernacle
&templetherein the
heavenlies is where
He really serves as
our high priest, now.
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[image: image1.png]Hebrews begins with Explanation &
finishes with Exhortation — five times!

Explanation

Exhortation

ebrews 1:1-14

ebrews 2:1-4

ebrews 2:5-18

ebrews 3:1-4:14

ebrews 4:15-5:10

ebrews 5:11-6:12

Hebrews 6:13-10:18

ebrews 10:19-39

ebrews 11:1-40

ebrews 12:1-13:25
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DIAGRAM OF THE TABERNACLE
The Tabernacle (Temple) in the Wilderness
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